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VICTORIA, TO WIT.

1

on h +° oath saith, I am a_

¢ Christian and 'l"eSidiIlg at _

Surname n
Sull.
To Mr. Box - I am the Inspector of

———————

mxplosives for thigs colony.In the

— -

dealing with and examination of explosives Il have had over <twenuy

——
-

vears’? experience:that 1s in England and here.As to mngland 1 firs
tly studiled four vears',TI subsequently was chief ossist-
ant, o the Chemical examiner at the Explosives Department of the
was Acting Chemical Adviser for one year during the
Chémical Inspector.l was four or five years prac-
expert in London and then I came out here and have
seven vears.l had acgouaintance with the ammunition fac-

ries at Woolwich Arsénal.l was there severcl times Pprior Lo my

arriVaid 1n the colony/snd was working there over four months con-

tinuously on a visit to the 0ld country at the small arms Tactory

Woolwich Arsensl.I visited the site of this explosion on the al-

ternoon of the day following the accident(Looking at plan "S!)

The roof was blown off,half being deposited on the north side and
the other half being blown over No. 2 building ond deposited about
fifteen voards distant from No. 1. The roof was practiedally intact
not, even the wood lininge being seriously demaged.Both ends of the

building were blown out and about healf of the sid:

.

g towards the
snd on both sides. A window in No. 2 building was blown out.
gcalvanised 1ron was p@:fo*rtﬂd
of cartridges which had exploded.The roof ol

crushed in O some extitel aNGd sSome
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¢ Christian and ['eSidillg at_ et ————— - - — — -3 e K,
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+hnat one corner where it seemed 1O hove struck something. The thin
wOoOd not being domaged suggests TO me that Lhe eXpioslorn

nature,not sudden, but caused tThrough S1low

cudpowder. (LookKing at photos.) I made a very careiul

~nd detailed examination of the ruins and found that the gelvonis-

—p—

d iron under the bench where lMiss iic Leod had been worsing had

heen subjected to severe heat(the north-east end of No. 1 bulld-

AW

ing). at that spot. The wood work under the bench was severeiy
charred but only se == on so on the surface. Along the same
side of the building under the bench simllar effects were present

but, t0 a less extent at 1sast as far as the walls remained stand-

e

The thin wooden bin stending ageinst the partition at right

 —

Miss lic Leod’s bench was severely charred and 118 appear

1

ance sugeested to me that the flame na =kR¥-B. ' fvom under the

— Sl

bench in its direction.On the opposite side of the room signs of
heating on the bench and galvanised iron were visible.Thatl 18

the other two glirls were aTad t,o be working.The boards lying on

—

the rafters on which a number of small wooden and cardboaird boXes

had be=sn deposited were displaoced and the boxes had DCE scattered

throughout t.the room. There werse 1 e holeg 30 Bhe T

-

- f TAT My = <+ " ’ - TA 1 s e ’ "~ 1 o W i o 3 I r —~ 'c-\ ' ol AT ™ ' f
sand towards the powder house but. otherwise the floor was not

- e

that end . At -the west end the 1T100T Was completely

o S | i RE = = - . = : el ed Sasie wrte 5 M M ¥
except within the partition, the "sporting" IOOIm. e

b = e -

sbris, cartridges,cporting and Militaly ,

sd with d
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fudd.
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ammiinition DOXES ,SIIO 11 cairdboard woodgn

~~+ holdine cartridges, an instrument that ap-
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. el T I v .
ino machine b1 TS W G Tommers -
a.PpP1Ll £ 1ld chine s AL ChY Dy W oodecn ITAlllllC1 FJOY $

. T 9 W =
wax wads,.,exassboard dlscs,Wods

. — ™ r ~ - v\ T m 1 ~ - 3 ""‘.:"J.C::
nnehine wax wads 1100 CaTrLriages
p\LF e & f‘:‘_')

various kinds, a number of empty PpOwdeT

' - T . — - e ~N YL - =
for sporting cC: r1ages 0Ol

cshot was strewn about the flo0r vana

. 3 . : . ~ 3
benches Tmmediotely opposite the room was found a small DOX CcOn-
Hisg / i;.:‘-f - s _.n_.._:....if\.__/ A L/ W . k_' 7/ % e .

(T o b 3t
_IL ".-L__l' W lE.I‘

taining loose powder which I now produce. i

‘ ; yaer 1 nexplode t, was very wet when I found 1t
was found.The powder 1S unexploded.lt was VEI] Sh

vy A

outside the room by constable Wardill and brought

was there at the time when he found it.lt was found: at the

Lo

-

b e meTu s -y e SISt P e e B T,
south-west side of the bulldling a 1eW Jal'ds from the bulldling. &4V

A

blackened in the room and there were distinct,

-

(ere A

Kk i % v Ul = yowder along the
re callied, Pluwe marks formed by uncomsdmed powdel along

erything wos -e¥exehn

A - T £ i
T.i.‘rhx‘\ L_.l Ll \J

-* and fr s ocenepal sffeetB T Ehatld
~00f and under the benches and Irom the general €Il

1 1 | rdcr € p R Saw a
sav thot the demage done was done by gunpowder €Xplosion. L saW

U/ naeta s M"ardill

notice board in thet room.I had 0. unscrewed

j ¢ vas in N 1y 1 about the centre of
and handed to the police.It was in No. 1 room - -about TtNe CE

ey %2 -~ ~ . A T o T b i o AT :_j Y 1"\. V,Tn
the Toom. The partition next the factory had becn compled 13 2 PDA0

; toe hontd .o Rl T remember it, contoeime d the
down.On the notice board,as far as 1 Tremembder, 1% conuay

- T » » o e 5 - g . . L' 3 - | <9 —~ - - 1 \ "H r‘, ' 7 £ .. }.‘ - rl Dr—-‘ ::__j
followling Alrectlons vascuite decipherable)"NOT MOTE LMK
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on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Christian and reSiding at_ ———————

Surname wn

Jull

plan. No. 6 contained

a.boratory. 1t con-
guantity of new "R. P, G2t bout 1o1bs
or 6+:1bs. 0o sSITHEG R

took samples wher gitited MR EEN giafal he Nom 2 magazine od

from the No. 6..1 did nottane any from the laboratory.l made an

examination of the sifted rder from the mogazines.l found in

hat particles of wax,particles of grit and particles ol 1ron. miX-
the powder.Il produce samples.l TooK aboutlt 1lslbs. TOlisHas 3

aKen from sifted powder in the factory megazine

d

of powder (ME.1V)This 5 @ sample ‘ol @y eiciles

iron found in the same powder firom

actory magazine (MNP, 1.} That is g sampls 0o

the same powder(!"G.l1l.") . That Is a sample 'R. F. G" new ¢Lo~x3+

((@XRL Bl -, Lo 1) and that is a sample of new blank Ptexhiblit,C.1l)
sample of sifted powder taken from' the magazine in The

and that is a sample(No. 15, exhibit "Z!)of sirTtings.Thal

L1

is what passes thi'ough the sieve.I have examined that.It, contailn

>rit, and iron. I collected 300 blank cartridges: that did Dot

explode out of the debrig.l openéd them up,extracted the Ppol

| 5

crimped.l found perticles of wax,por-

powder was very dusty(handil

Bl o JAiiee g . “qL_ﬂ
Linia Hnerl blanik cartridge:

Talfm aml- Suamd befotidme-fle — S22 U Laxhibit dd¥

ey at
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VICTORIA, TO

on h oath saith, 1 am a_

B ——

¢ Christian and residing N =S I —

Surname n
ful&. | - - 3 h . : T 4 4
from dusty "R. ] ( (exhibit D.1.) That means that out ol 500

3 containec o1 . I also found the particles

(éxhibit "H.1l'".) ana varticles of grit (gxhibit "l.

—

what I got out of 83 (handing in samples)lrom

300. That 1is

fat U5 |
hat examination I should say, powder 1h those 300 cartridges Judg-

+
UL lC

ing by the resulis rf the examination thet—3%t had been

- 'p.__.;l

from cmall arms ammunition which hod becn wadded with wex wads. 1

think the egrit must have got 1n during the process ol cifting and

N 3 ANS

handline and the bits 6f iron appeair TO ME to havwv in from the

coe of very thin ATORNELS which

parts of the sieve.l haaqd 211 the debris tawen’ to the

: v - A .,
Defence

. T have heard the regudations betweer tThe

L.

Captain Whitney and I have been in court during the whole

g r

of thies incuest.As an expert, 1 say¥y e danger bulilding 1n, o

mall arms ammunition factory is a building in which There is any

l1iable to be present or in ®&e Process

a, wad a%/s j
~

powder present OI

maonufactured.I should include ammunition covered with

danger building.Blank c: o ressed or unpressed

\1_‘ o

- .
p‘;. 'S C‘—

-

that, definition"uncovered

J

1

tically loose powder because an €xXplosion

Nt &

of onec artridge would

=

be liable to cammunicate the explosion to other like

[_} e

liable 1O g0

ame applies
off course whel hey are uncovered

] 1-» - ¥ ,..-" — e W o — . -4 - -
should not Ssav 1Thd
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This Deponent *

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am a_

¢ Christian and residh]g Tt A e S

Surname wn

Sudd.

h." 1.{1 (_.:L 1. i I’l.:‘ . '] : A L 3O ] &= tth. &
tgtick of powdered cCcases uncovered with wads TO
any onc time in Bhis room coupled with the regulations i1ndicate:

to my mind that the room was a daneger building,that the operatlions
/

ied on in the room were such as should be only cariled

danger building.I have heard the cevidence of what they

-
L
!

done in thet room.The fact that the cartridges were

At
into the partitioned part would not relieve Thst from the condi-

a daanger building.lt would be ed a8 one room.The

" . B T e
S Not, decrease

nger building the partitlions arec. pal the buildling.

. » ._ LSy e W At Ly I, TR e ok ARl B > 5 G
titions went only about e 101 he floor.Apart Irom TheE

- -

- 1; - e : M + .o | i ™ - -~ ™ " T ~ -+ } ~ - - p - - —~ P 1 -
tice board in the room, having heard what TALE oirls say they did

S

ol 1 px P ! [ty = P . Sl A "."_ L] -L - £ "] e : ,"',‘ o
vhat 1room 3 L C8 inly say that 11T 18 a dangel

o fir

lrawn powderl

rr
3 =~ - -.I_'- = a -
" ;.)J 1\r11._‘1I _!L_]_,? .“‘I‘ 11 p (_1-1._1

-

-

drawing of powder as they called
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This Deponent * _

VICTORIA, TO WIT.
on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Christian and '['eSidi.ng at__

Surname n

operations

A

r

f{ = - - . i S i - s
in the smoke Toom and diregted me Lo

A

on the plan to the west of the main bullding. The ToOm use

- -
-

breaking up most decidedly should be trealed as o danger place

It is o me t dangerous -operation. In the debris of this room g

o l;-—-::I L

=

found things that - -led me TO-D 15eve it was a room used for bireak-

s.T found half stripped cartridges.The brass was

=3
—t Pt @

.I-’__T']L

base of the cartridge.l found some of those€
partly in them.The whole charge had not

cartridezes suggested tO me thet

operations had been carried on 1n the builaing

—

ther prior to the accident. 1 exomined the sifting

ry magazine and found certailn particles of "iron(showln;

iy A

examined 1 1lbs. to get that but did not extract

iron(exhibit "J.1.") From the examination 1 made

from the magazine and f rom powder taken from the
remained and were not exploded I found the 1ror
In mv opinion,the cartridges which I examire d
ed contained
from the possible
position.In the

lia.ble TO

I'aken and. Sworn before me the

o 8°% RN at

Coroner.
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This Deponent e

\"IU'i‘tmlA, TO WIT.
on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Christian and . reSidhlg at_

Surname n

Jull.

orit would low-
reduced blow
iable to explode the
nt. From the examlnationl under a
microscope I found that those iron particles consisted TO

: . . : AT T o ey : ( Y s ek 9 _ -
extent  pieces of wire. IFrom that ajc-l 2w the conclusion that

must have come from the wire sieve.There were sieves Tound

NO. 1 Toom.l belleve Li¥ere were

have been used for breaking up operations.They are similar to siev

es used for that purpose.The bullet ig first extracted and the wad
then 1 he 1:)101;?(1.31“ is ‘poured out through: a sieve.lhe sSl1eve

—

mesh which would retain the bullet and the wad and

- D~ & Pan - I as o ME ée’c(’{'é - s § /) . - 4

to fall through. The poritions of the sieves indicates tThat
ideces may have been broken up in that room.It suggests that.l

~irls describe that they did open ceirtridges 1n that

room.I only know the term "breaking up".I understand by that the

Lﬁﬂlﬂ%%ﬁ caortridee to pieces and separating the different parti-

P e G s o £ La e i _ = Ll - - - J S - :
cles . Thtre we artridges found with powder 1n that hod
pbeen broken up.

and the powder

liie unexploded powder. (samples handed in)After that

nad been brokKen up the * remeins until 'it.dls poui

q'I

lot, o wate

Taken and Sworn before me the

2 _*_-_ _ 189 at
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on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Christian and ’[‘eSidi.ng at .

Surname n

Sull.
no loose powder in the room. here 1 pose powder found imme-

_{_) -

yut,side the room. I think it is cuite possible

very erowded state of that room and TD Taoct,

g

dently shifted about from one room tO another I
there might have been 1l00ose powder in the room without their

knowing it,without impugning the truth of their statement.

£loor was woal ,the benches were ol w 1.and both the 1007
benches were fastened with exposed 1ron nails.That was not

:n a daneer building.In that building the girls were not. obliged

- —

specially p epared shoes , . danger building the girls

k.

should be provided with mageazine sbh s ,shoes without iron nalls a

—

they should @ e provided with special magazine clothing,that

L

ies clothing withoutl Kets.They sh 1 chait

they go into a danger building foT those clothes
and thevy should submit TO 8 eriodical

vent the intorduction of dangerous articles into the building.T!
trTuck that came into that room was connected with an iron Tirame
work, a wooden platform fastened with 1ron nails exposed e whees
were of iron. That is not a proper truck for a danhger building. It

introducing exposed iron inft the bulld-

As to the pressing

q

—

aMALE
ling and Mr. Rosier.The simple dange:

contact

(1Q} o fﬂ ‘AlNEe THTOI-‘R ’ T,.j-”; » ‘EF_ k:'
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VicToRIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, 1 am a_

s Christian and residing at_
Surname w

Jull.
powder on that guide 1 should thinK a blow would v

™ ol e ~ " 1\' - 3 TAT . 3 N 1 1 "= S + -7 ) . e
xplosion.With powder that is-geitty-has g
® 3 ——— N - S Sy e P ~ ) — Tale -~
10 & Suaact 4 2 ALEl Pel CUusSoS1VvVe
an explosion. A thousand cartridees would be an excessive

—

number for a gir i Lve under the bench at a e A Should
A
E&Rae quantlity whil¢ 1T 10 expioded would not 'do -any
equivalent o hall a pound of powder, 90 cartrid
only o0 cartridge
woulda nov
the arrangeme nd the litions under
.. uE

{

I haove heard the evidence and have formed an L L1y LS. TLO. wha

ras tLhe cause 01 this explosion.As to the cause, I have heard

evidence that Miss Fitzpatrick stated before her death

4

was stooping down to pick up a box when her attention
rected to an explos: in the neighbourhood of Miss Mc Leod’s
IT that be s0, 1t points to the initial explosion having. ackbually

o

pecureaed. at. Lhils 8y Assuming 1t did. so occur the ITurther commu-

5

£ e ¥ =

RICALION-OFTIre U riridges orexplogive on the "bencli -0or unaer

_ T ) - — e e o o * W i ~ Mha on =B &

LT bench or on the is culte possibleconceivable.The galvan-
SPOot under twh

-

at.l'he wood work

I1No ’ \ + ) vy T b v o
Faken!ghd Bworn before toe tHd S

of

. - 9,
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on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Ohristian and residing T S R

Surname wn

'r'p*.ﬂ-‘:_\) -] L l ( 1 ~ l"_“ C\ ,_.) ‘!L_.‘L :r ‘l 3

have been DbDE

conditions under

is 01 course. very

The probable causes appear to me to be, Tirst the

i !

of the machine:secondly the explosion of
he machiné: third the absence 01 <cvel
yrecautions to prevent the intorduction.of
other dangerous articles into the buildlng:
iron nails by whe employes thils
of iron exposéd nails in the flooring and the bench
cach of those causes an egual detree of probability must
sifed powder or powder extiacted ITOm S+3E-3FH sma. 1
ATm ammunition was being used in this building, I think o

. - g Mg ISEER L : ol o TR T - - g - 4
of proba.bl attaches 10 11T .85 DELIE ne cause 'Ol

. - = s e y ST ey S 2 g S ik - . T2V i Ry s
cident than to the other causes mentioned.Further,

L
those large aquantities of boxes on the boaras
materially 1n extending

obhservation

room 1¢
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This Deponent ¥ _

VICTORIA, TO

on h oath saith, 1 am a_

* Christian and residing at__ g B R
Surname n

Suld.

O Ssuuba

TN »
1,500 blanks and that went off andg Teli oW %

Se1r1ous uxploEiCW1zu3cjﬂubt.Jfa113'blnnh cartrridag s LK have

L1

covered with the _ ) 3,110 ressed down I have Qﬁplﬁiﬂid as TOo

T placed a number 0I those
sma.ll barrel
powder into thelbdy of the
cartridege containing the

—

1it the fuse and the e xplosion was practl
taneous.. L made a seconhd

ygeon - the top ol the
there were three distinct explosions and

but, in both cases the exXp. S OnN he O

s i xr 9 o i . = a- bl i .
cated O Tne e carny

should Dbe
proclaims

autions should

Taken and Sworn before me the
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This Deponent =L

VICTORIA, TO WIT. .
on h oath saith, 1 am a_

¢ Christian and reSidulg R P AT Y S B
Surname n
wid. =l e Sk 2 o . .o - - 3 Y # 3 ~ 3 & ok : , _
4 e LCL i tr1 | U k. 111 : : L1 ./ A AYAWRE L tx O r' ' V
room, under their own

y - a1t 1 A ~ "NnA Aahoan~ . - ~ 7
rer bullding and absolutelv no
e -

precoutions as to that , eFo /2. % Hivra o @%uﬁa/ﬁwwﬁv

V8 /@&/ém,wf S AR, 0o, Shh @W/Lauy DO RPNV
S ik siiidll b e ok b
w ey o ety it R ZZ oS
et b cony Wﬁ/@’&% B I S gy A/MHT/
A ceraflo Ao o %W / PLE _CO st Ay
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