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| vagrant, safe breaker, house rob

| fear when g bags of booty were at stak

ROM Bl AR TO LABOUT
Alexander Williams, alias “The Plum,” |
| ber, horse |
stealer, and bank robber, a desperado who
was once the tervor of respectable society
n Melbourne, and who, when mot a pri- |
goner, was invariably a police fugitive, is| °
dead. He breathed his last, practically a
panper, in the Melbourne Hospital on Sun-
day. A sudden fit of conghing was followed
by an internal hemorrhage, and he was
ta}ken from the street to the Hospital to
dic.  Yesterday his remains were buried

without much ceremony in the Melbourne

Cgmetery_. Twenty years in gaol trans-
fnrmed him into a law-abiding, hard-work.
ing citizen.

There was a time, 20 vears ago, when he
would stop at nothing to plunder and rab,
He was a Victorian by birth, and always
when the detectives had run him to earth,
not infrequently at the point of a revolver,
he would tell the lock-up keeper that he
was “a Wesleyan gone wrong.” He was
horn in 1833, and entered upon a career o
crime when he was 14 years of age. First
he carried out simple robberies, but as hi
vears advanced, and his daring increasec
he played the part of a eracksman witho

His fervet-like eves of hazel colour we;
lalf concealed by his large eyebrows, ar
when he was about 25 years of age he w |
the leader of eriminals m Vietoria. You)
cracksmen, just setting out on th
downwagfl career, went to lum for ¢
vice, and in after vears “The Plum” ma
no secret to the police that he Elann-
many extensive robberies, though he to
no active part in them. Iy Ao
When he was continually falling into $
hands of the police he dropped his smal
erimes, as he once boasted to a gaol war(
that he found the prmishment was not m¢
severe for a £500 robbery than if he st
£30. Thus he went in for robkeries tl
would pav him for his risk, In his p l
he was in league with every eriminal in '\

d] I8

—

g.

. A

| ~vor

toria. They respeeted him, possibly becat
'they were afraid of him. He planned t
extensive robbery, about 20 years ago, at t

' Albert Park railway station, when t
'safes were carried away and rifled, af
- £240 stolen. When arrested, a Tasmani
‘convict, named Clarke, was with him, a
Clarke admitted having taken part m’tl
'robbery. For this exploit “The Plum |
'was <ent to gaol for 11 years, and Clark |
| was also imprisoned for a lengthy perioq
h\'hen Clarke was liberated he was an olt
‘man. In his last days he descended tc
‘pettv erimes, and was finally convicted of |
'stealing a pair of scissors, an offence that | -
 brought him to the depths of degradation
n the eves of his associates. who respected |
only big erimes. C(Clarke admitted on his
'deathbed that, in spite of his exploits, he
|conld never boast of owning as much as £10.
“The Plum" heard this, and it seemed to
imnress him. Clarke was older in erime
‘and in_ years than he, and probably the
expression of the man who had been ex-
ratriated from Eneland was responsible
'for the chanee in “The Plum.” When he
'was liberated from gaol aiter serving about |
110 vears he appeared to have ideals higher |
[Hmn robbery, but he wae o permeated |
with erime that his reformation was not
| effected withont other short terms of im- |
prisonment. In Fehruary, 1906, he was
discharged from gaol for the last time, and,
though he had a record of 23 convictions |
for violent erimes. he came out into the |
1d determined to turn to honesty aﬂd’
[live so that he could be respected..,
' He shunned his former companions as much |5
las possible. and, as no one wonld trust him
and give him emplovment, he turned to
hawking. He was able to earn sufficient
(o keep him in this way, but a year or so
ago he hecame a wharf labourer. Whether
in the hold of ships or lumping eargo on
the wharves, he was one of the hardest
workers of his gang, even though s har
was turning grey, as he was now 62 vears
of age. He occupied a neat room in Pest-
office plaee. and almost any night he could |
he seen taking his stroll about the city— |
spruce and clean—a hard-working and re-
spectable member of society,

It was during one of these strolls. on |
Apnil 4, that he became 1ll.  He was about
to enter his lodging-houge. when bhlood sud- |
denly gushed from his nose and mouth.
He fell, partially unconscious, and was,
taken to the Melbourne Hospital. No|
lone recognised him as he lay with the!
‘other pationts ip the ward. but when hy,
died, and his borldy was carmed to the mortu-
lary, a man called, just as the vndertaker
| wae placing the corpse in the coffin.

“Dan’t vou recognise him, governor? ' he
| asked, pulling the shroud off the white face.
The undertaker said he did not.

“Why, it's ‘The Plum!" " said the mun:
“the best criminal Melbowne ever had, and
ns a pal there was no one better.”

The warldly possessions of the man wio
had stolen hundreds of pounds were prae-
tieally "."i]nr]{‘s:-i, and as soon as the news
of his death got about his friends eollected
and subseribed to pay the cost of advertising
his death and the fee of a clergyman to
perform the last vites at' the grave., The
andertalier was directed to insert the ad-
vertisement. and when requested to add
“The Plum’™ after his name he hesitated.
Evervhody Knew him by that name, he was
told, and when the undertaker sugzested
that he make it read “nee Plum"™ the man
who was erdeving the advertisement indig-
nantly retorted, “Garn, that wasn't his'
maiden name.” '.

Nineteen men and on2 ywoman, who had |
mostly known *The Plum”™ in his earlier
davs, fellowed his remains to the ecemetery,

|

—

|

“tand when the hittle party stood bareheaded |

around the grave two detectives viewed the
sceene with mingled feelings from a distance. |
They had previously seen most of those |
wha were locking reverently into thes grave |
fhat was to elose over the remains of ene of
Vietoria’s most notorious but reformed |
ernminals. +
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