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- THB . APPLICATION. REFUSED, |
Thé pittings of the Divorce Court wers

resumeqd to-day before the Chiet Justice
(8ir John Madden). \

Jane Mary M‘Coll petitioned for a dis.
solution of her marriage with Johp
M*Co]l, on the ground of desertlon.

Mr Dethridge appeared for the peti.
tioner, _

Petitioner stated that she Was marrieqd |
to the respondent on 4th May, 1880, . at
Ballarat, Respondent was at that time
a State school teacher. They lived at |
various places—Myrniong, Melton, Foots. |
cray and South Melbourne. In 1896 re. |
spondent got Into trouble with the Edy.
cation department about the payment of
s0me money to a young teacher, and had
to leave the service. Whilst they were
residing at Melton, respondent communi.
cated a certain disease to her. B8he gpoke
to him about it, and ‘e 8aid that he rF:q
been hit with a cricket ball. They lived
together again. After the respondent
left the Education cepartment he fol-
lowed the occupation of a miner. He
support her or her five
children. She had a house at Willlams-
town which was mortgaged, and respon-*
dent used some of the proceeds. In July,
1897, respondent went ‘0 West Austrmalia
Petitioner asked him
insisted on going. He

%

wrote to her, stat-
ing that he had obtained a position as*®

school teacher in West Australia. In Feb. "'

ruary, 1898, he sent “-er L1, and shortly
afterwards he forwarded her another L1,
In August, 1899, she wrote, asking . «m
for some money, but he did not reply.
She did not hear from him again until
she commenced the divorce proceedings.

not to go, but he

He then wrote to her, asking her not to -

80 on with the suit. He raid that he

had been mining, but had not met with

any success, and asked her to give him a |
few months more, as h's Juck might turn.
After further evidence had been given,
His Hlonor said that if he was called
upon to say that the respondent was
very poor specimen of a husband, and
woman, who had brought up her family
well, and had borne the whole burden of
married life, he would have no difficulty
at all In declding the case, but he had
tdo the definition or
desertion for three years, which the law
adopted, the respondent abandoned and
deserted the petitioner. The respondent

4 Scemied to be a man who was of weale
N moral sense, and weak in self.control,

have nothing to do with his wife. From
the moment that he went away he wrote /
t0 hils wife, and wrote up to August, ;
1820, Hé wrote the ordinary family

yarns which husbands Renerall
to thelr wives, Y .y

tion, so tar as his Honor could see, He

' Promised to send he

rylng to do
family, and when ct

divorce Proceedings were Instituted
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