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FATAL STREET ASSAULT.

WOMAN WAYLAID AND KILLED.

N |

—.—-

Z |- YOUNG SAILOR CHARGED WITH ’
MURDER. -

A revolting crime was commitfed at

‘the corner of Spencer-street, was attacked
and criminally assaulted by a man. She
‘screamed for help, and struggled to free
herself, but her assailant dashed her head
several times against the ground with such
violence that her skull was fractured, and |
she was instantly killed.
The victim, Sophia Rigg, was the wife of
a driver named William Rigg, and lived at
325 Spencer-street, a few doors from the
corner of Latrobe-street. She was the
‘mother of a large family, one of her sons,
‘Thomas Rigg, who is married, living at 34|
;;Adderley-street. His mother had left home
'in order to visit him when she was way-!
laid and murdered.
- Mrs. Rigg was at home during the early
‘part of the evening, Her husband states
that she left home at a quarter to 8 o’clock,
announcing that she was “going round to|
see Tom.” She had a chat outside her house
with a neighbour, Miss Williams, and went
across the road to see another mneighbour
named Mrs. Lawson. She then remarked
ﬁthat the might was chilly, and returned
home for her cape, telling her husband that

alone, and turned into latrobe-street,

]

|on the south side, while midway on the
north side is a large vacant allotment.
| Mrs. Rigg had just passed this space when
{she was attacked.,

The incident must have occupied only a
very few moments. A young man named
| Norman Elsworth, who is employed at the
| Mint, was riding past on his bicycle when
| he heard a succession of loud screams, and

struggling on the ground. The man was |
| dashing the woman’s head against the
asphalted path, but ceased as two other
men came running towards the spot, and
lay motionless beside her.

L %Q:Lm"m—'*”"?”w AR E N 38

o seccot-constable  MfLoughlin ~arrived a
{ moment later. He was going on duty,

ywoman's body. The woman was lying
~across the pavement on her back, with her
clothing disarranged. The constable felt|-
her wrist and found it pulseless. Then, |
striking a match, hé saw that there were]|
several wounds on the back of the head.

(and a few minutes after the occurrence a

nightfall last evening in the west end of .- small crowd had gathered about the spot. |,

‘the city. A respectable elderly woman, |
‘while walking along Latrobe-street, near|:

.|sought, and Detectives Dungey, MMan-
|amny, Dalton, and Tognini arrived, and

Jthat he left off work at 25 minutes to 9}
‘lo’clock, when a man named Reid helped him

'to remove some machinery in the store next

she would be back soon. She walked B‘Wayg?'...f to his house. As they were leaving the

|

which leads into Adderley-street. f

The unfortunate woman had not walked 1

200 yards when she met her assailant. The l[spot where Thomson pointed out two

| street, though fairly wide, has no houses|#f
| Thomson.whose attention had been attracted
1by a scuffle which had been taking place a

(a look.” On approaching them, Whittaker

|held him until he was taken charge of by

saw two perséns— — K : :
p & man and a woman—f|| - preferred against Torsell. He did not

|appear to realise the seriousness of his posi-
{tion, and made a rambling statement about

tand seemed to be unable to understand how
isuch an encounter could end fatally.
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when, passing along Spencer-street. he saw
several people running down TLatrobe-
street. He followed them, andefound two
men holding a young sailor, whom they
had just succeeded in dragging off the

She appeared to be lifeless.  An ambulance-

van was telephoned for, and the body was|
taken to the Melbourne Hospital, where |-
| life was pronounced extinet. A constable|

conveyed it to the Morgue.
The noise of the disturbance was heard
by a number of people living in the street,

Several among them recognised the de-
ceased woman, and sent for her relatives.
Her son arrived before the body was re-
moved, and his grief was painful to witness.

Hes had expected his mother earlier. and,|

not seeing her, was walking towards her
house when he was attracted by the crowd
to the spot.

Two of the bystanders held their prisoner
until the constable was ready to remove him
to the Bourke-street west watchhouse. He
was 1n a state of semi-intoxication, and
treated the affair lightly. At the watch-
house he stated that he was a Swedish
sailor, aged. 20, and that his name was

Emil Torsell. ~ He had been working for|

some days past on an American barque,
which is berthed at the docks.  Having
given this information, he picked up his hat
and prepared to leave. . He appeared sur-
prised at being detained, and then remarked,
“They can’t arrest me for that. I didn’t
do anything.”

The assistance of the detective office was

commenced makine inquiries in the neigh-
bourhood. The only statement of import-
ance was obtained from I'rancis Whittaker,
a storeman employed by Mr. E. P. Bevan,
machinery importer. The occurrence took
place outside Whittaker’s house. He states

premises, a neighbour, named John Thom-
son, joined them, and said—“There are two
sailors down the street. 1 think we had
better watch them.” They went towards the

gures, saying, “There are the two men.”

few minutes previously, said, “Let us have

saw that one was a woman, who was lying
motionless. Seizing the man by the collar,
Whittaker compelled him to stand up, and

the police. :
Late last night a charge of wilful murder

meeting a woman on the wharf earlier in
the evening. He said that he supposed the
deceased was the same woman, but did not
know. He denied having used violence,

~The accused man, who has recently been
living at Port Melbourne, was arrested on
a charge of drunkenness only two days ago,

and is well known to the police. TLatterly |

he has been constantly in a state of semi-in-
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