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PROCEEDINGS BEFORE (CORONERS.

INQUISITION.

VICTORIA,

TO WIT.

AN INQUISITION for our Sovereign Lord King George V., taken at

: - : DA+h ITulw
~ the Morgue, Melbourne, in the State of Victoria, the  24LH JUulj
7 2ni August & 27th September 1917
' *

| A 199 in the elghth
e st 1

b,

year of the reign of our said Lord the King, by me, Robert Hodgson Cole,

gentleman, a Coroner of our Lord the King for the Central Bailiwick of the

said State, upon the view of the body of Charles HEiward Cleary

then and there lying dead.

Having inquired upon the part of our Lord the King, when, where, how,
and by what means the said -harles Ldiward Cleary

(1) His or her. came by! 18 death, I say that

on the 1917

(2) Here state cause gt 2
of death, if known;
if unknown, doubt-
ful, or no evidence,
state the fact ac-
cordingly.




In witness whereof I, the aforesaid Coroner, have to this Inquisitio

' = Septe r
put my hand, this 27 th day of Sep tembe

0. 10V

Coroner.




STORIA POLICE, [57.]

POLICE DEPARTMENT.
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VICTORIA POLICE.,(57.]

PoLicE DEPARTMENT,

Crimuinal (nvestigation Branch,

5-}i!il"l'406g.i.llilllll

adjourned Inquest on Charles Edward Cleary

We have te report feor yeur informafieﬁ
that Constable Watson,Coroners Orderly,informed us to-day,that
the Coroner Dr Cole,would re-gpem the adjourned Inquest on Chare
ies KEdward Cleary =2t Melbourne City Nergue en Thursday next the
2/th,at 9 A.M. The Inquest was adjourned on the 2nd
August 1917 to a date to be fixed to enable the Police to bring
further evidence,and alse teo lecate & witness nemed Jehn Daniel
Cutmore @ Snowy Cutmere. We have been unable to ebtain any free

sh evidence and the witness Cutmore is ssid te be in Svdney New

oouth Wales,infermation has been gsent te New Seuth Wales butiue

to the present they have been unable te traece him.

l respectfully ask that this repert be forwarded te the lior-
gue for the infermstien of the Ceorner Dr Cole.

Detective lMecKerral will be at the Morgue on the date in questi.

Oll.

SUpt Shaw
Cel.Branch
NMelbourne Detective

o ‘.'-1..

&

Detective
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CORONER’S INQUEST.

e e T e o i o ol e e ™ N W Wy, S T S S il S N il

This Deponent®___

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith,  am a____

®Christian and
Burname n

or residing at_____

NOTES K EVIDENCE

CORONER'S INQUEST RE CHARLE

Sub Inspector McPherson appeared on bekhhlf of the
Police Department:

[ ]
1 Y ¢
e ¥ Lo

Sonenberg appeared on behalf of the relat
the deceased. i

Taken and sworn before me the .

i

Coroner.

/
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CORONER’S INQUEST.

(ARGARET CLEARY

g This Deponent®____
VicToRrIA, TO WIT.

& -

on heY oath saith, lama - MBrried womsn

*Christian and - i
- residing at_ 10 Lelcester Sireet, Fitzroy.

10 BUB~INSPECTOR McPHKERSON: I am & married woman regéiding with my husba
at 10 Lelcester Stmdet, Fitzrpy. The deceased, Zdward Charles
Cleary, was my son. He was 29 years of age. He was married
and lived with his wife at 209 Nicholson Street, Carlton. I
heard that he had met with some injuries. I heard that he hsad
recelved them through & revolver shot. I did not hear who had
the revolver in their hand when it went pff. All I know is
that he received his injuries from a revolver. I ascertained
that from my daughter-in-law. I saw my son at the hospital
several times. 1 did not ask him how he receifed hid injuries
because he was not capeble of answering any questions, and he
never mentioned it to me. 1 lawt saw his body at the lMorgue

on the 19th of last month.

Before he met with the injuries I last saw him on

he Friday evening before; he brought me home then from hig

p&acehhhﬁﬁhhhhhﬂﬁﬁm

M i

[ QT AN
VN AT

Taken and sworn before me the

7

L il

— e = e e —— ———

e — ey

Coroner. ]

I

=
Q




[No. 53.

CORON ER’S INQUEST
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' ¥ o X | NAT™
Vic A. TO WIT This Deponent™ _ 'hl‘l'bN_w CLEARY
"ICTORIA, :

on heY oathsaith [ama___ widow,

*Christian and
SBurname n

ok residingat_ 209 Nicholson Street, Carlten.

10 SUB INSPECTOR McPHERSCN 'The late Charles Edward Cleary was my hus-

OUn the evening of the 2nd

June last I did not go anywhere

with my husband. I went up to Mrs Vern's - that is in Fitzroy

Street. I do not know the number of the house. 1l went there

in company with Mrs Sullivan, my next door neighbour. We ar-

rived there half past nine and ten. WVhen we® arrived

there There vere Mrs Hﬁr;deraﬂﬂ, Mrs Glaise-

brook, Mrs Murphy, and Mr Ryan I think, but I am not sure. There

was alsc lMrs Vern. I could nét say whetherMr Johnson was there

when I went in. I saw a man named Dunn and his wife: alsgo Mrs
Clifford and a man named Mick. did hot see my husband there

went in. My husband arrived there perfectly so¥er

clegk., Mr Johnson was with him when I saw him.

ined there until somewhere about m ight. I asked the

deceased to go home with me but he did not do so because it

was usual that he would send me home before him on account of
the hildr

ren when we went put. He was not drunk then; he was

sober, but he had had a few drinks. At the house they were

nging and they had drink. Yt was an

"avyenina"

L 1 =, J
b y 3 :

ard that my husband had been

injured from Johnsor that was ab

.rfrt..,-pl:} QL

out half past two in the morn-
ing:

1g; 1n consequence of that I went to my next door neighbour and

A R W LA A P e E 3 4
askxed her if she would come to the 1 108pital with me.

St Vincent's Hospital and I saw my husband. I sasked him what
wrong - what happened - and he to0ld me to g0 home and not to

vorry about anything. I was not at the hogspital for 10

A

minutes.

Taken and sworn before me the

ﬁ/.l{%ﬁ-/ e

Coroner. )




VICTORIA, TO WIT.

*Christian and

Burname n
fwlil.

Taken and sworn before me the_

[No. 53.

CORONER’S INQUERST.
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This Deponent®__

on h oath saith, l ama_

residing at_

1 do nnt know a man named Snowy Cutmore. . did not see hih

at the house that night. I saw my husband subsequently at

v
the hospital after the first morning. I gsaw him the same af-

I did not have s conversation with him. He seemed

T

though he could not speak. e was able to speak after

o T

operation. I then asked hiln how he had r8ceived his

injuries but he would not tell me.  He t0ld me not 10 bother

LY

about anything. 1 was too worried to bother sbout it; I did

not know what I was doing. 1l do not know Snowy Cutmore at
all; there was no man called Snowy at the housd that night
while I was there. If other witnesses will swear that Snowy
ousd while I was there I will ssgy that
I made a statement to the police
to the one I have given in evidence. I denied that
I was at the house that night because it was his wish. He
told me not 1o say 1 was at the house and 1 thought I would
abide by his wi when I went t0 the hospital he was ration-
al when 1 went to speak to him. 1 asked him whatwer happened.
He said "Nothing wrong; you go home and don't worry.m™. 1
asked him how it happened and he repested the same thing. It
was my husband's wish that I should not say 1 was at the .
house. 1 do not know anything about it. He t0ld me that in
the hospital. He said to me - "If the police go down and
make any inquiries don't you say you were at the house that
night for the salke 0f the children.” My husband and 1 al-

ways lived happily together. I was running up and down to

the hospital all the time and I did n~t have much time to

—_day

S
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CORONER’S INQUEST.

This Deponent®
VICcTORIA, TO o f

on h oath saith,  ama___

*Christian and
Burname n

full. residi DR AR s

find out how he received his injuries. I have not heard

since. I would not be surptised to hear that my motherain-
law says that he received his injuries from a shoet from a
revolver, because the Doctor,told me that.
TO THE CORONZR: Begides my husband and children, Johnson and a young
fellow named Themas Dunn were living in the house with me.
Dunn has been living with me on and off for six years, and 8
Jnhnsoh for only about 5 or 6 weeks before this. This s nging
and playing the piano was going on up at Mrs Vern's up in
I do nert know t he number. 1 got there between
ine and ten. I stayed there till between half past
and twelve. It was just twelve when I got home. I
heard géé%half past two in the morning that my husband had
A
been injured. Johnson told me that. I could not say the words
he used. I was Jjust going to bed when he told me. Johnson
said :=- "Come up to the hospital; Charlie is in the hospital
injured.” I would not be sure whether he mentioned a shot
then or not. 1 was not ready to go up then. 1 do not know
what I said. I went with Johnson to the hospital. 1y father-
up later. My father-in-law was not in the heouse
I went up and t0ld him gfter I came back from the

the first time. I fold my mether-th-law tog,

_’_‘_.-'f

(SBENED) ALY, N CLEARY.

s

—day

-~ I/
__19//;/raJE_f£§%i¢322%%9'24914*¥flf-

1
Taken and sworn before me the_

- e S - ——

>
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¥ CORONER’S INQUEST.
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This Deponent™____ ﬂLOY__‘_SIUS _BARB iTA

e — — . —

VICTORIA, TO WIT.
on h 18 oath saith, [ama_ Legally qualified medieal practitioner

*Christian and

mme m ﬁm_"ﬂ@ at St Vinuen* 'S Fﬁgﬂitﬂl Me lbourne.

80 SUB INSPEZCTOR McPHERSON: I remember Sunday morning the 2nd of

June last. 1 remember a man @named Charles Cleary being ad-
mitted to the hospital. He was not admitted by me. I examin-
ed him and found he was suffering from the effects of a bhbullet
wound. ile was operated on during the same day and the bullet
was extracted. After the operation his condition was fair

for a while. He was conscious at first. I asked him how he
received the injuries but he did not give me a definite an-

the 17th of June when he died fronm

he wound.
n1ld was about 1l inches behind the left ear.
wound and probed it. The bullet was subsequently

was pressed agcainst the bone =

1
L

emporal and occipital bones. he pullet was removed and 1

have kept it sinc I have got it now with me. (Bullet pro-
and handed to Coroner.) The bullet had been fired
I think -« directly from the side. There was a
the wound, s0o that the bullet had apparently
{le did not to my knowledge
any one. He seemed in-
to say anything at
not mention
dition sesmed 1o be
quite intelligent enough to answer guestions but he seemed to
be wanting to cover it up. There was a small abrasio

‘egion of hiw right groin - thet would be most

Taken and sworn before me the_

pete [

Coroner. |
/




CORONER’'S INQUEST.
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E r~ This 1-)01')1_>11L‘l]tr$':_____ by
VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath salth, "Ly s o0 e

*Christian and

Surname 111 ‘

- - : g __" o — e .t 3 c
cause such as falling upon & hard sur-

no other injury except a bruising at

ight thigh, and there was only the one

ALOYSIUS BARBETA.

2%

W __da}'

Taken and sworn before me the__

A
e

w"’#_‘, .
e {1 ///? ksl ﬁé’//fﬁ/‘7’(/’ﬁ/w§i #

>

-——

Coroner. |
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” This Deponent® _
VICTORIA. TO WIT.

on h*® oath saith, [ am

*Christian and

Su ) L= ; { : f; ﬂr’-‘-’b
S residing at__ 209 Nichol Il. Street,

ﬂ

a » . -
LU 'eaY

. \ NTYT *rrh'h TN \ T ITADITTYDQNN., - - 4 - o ; 8 =
TC kJUB I i ,J\-JTL'*{: #-Lij..g .Ll J;\#Jlulk J. .E;Ij._,#‘:': tﬁe ) S AwlvAn ,L.(§T ﬁver

3
news vendor. Un Saturds end June 1 went to
at Flemington witth the deceased.

It would be after 5 o'clock when

couple of friends.

1= 3 IR . ] . _ 5 =
uﬁtt@ﬂﬁ 1 D&Y &1d

Fitzroy Street, Fit

nere

y g
N VY
LS

a7 e 7

: 154 s
".'CJ A il s Al L

]
) S |2

Il{.@l‘f:f : c1.llCA (4L . YR LA L LT ¥ b e B {‘ELLTEEE‘J:LQ 5 .4....’-:,81'8 r'v’:‘:lS

l remgined there
deceased
wife had left. @As regards
clear recollection of all
time and@ went out the

3t the back I did not hest

————

Coroner.




CORONER'S INQUEST.
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,- This Deponent™_
VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am

*Christian and

Burname n ' s 13
- residing at____

hear arly
'r\\-fi-tﬁ. ~t
*A#—h&¢n-!‘h" C?S ¢

hila on the

nlfafaal "% T A .. . - - f"*a". >
McPherson: 1 sai That is

SUB INSPECTOR
2
Yes.

”(\’rflt;.a. @ I

- TTTY R TaliaTate ryY

w UD Llilp,'qui.u...a .LL*-'-.L a._;.Liuu.,N

gsome bloed about him [here ; me upon his fe

. i 9
?fn E HL fL 8 r

tanding up against the

2

ntion of

to the hos-

¥ : ".a’b PR =g R . » TT‘ "_f -
uniform stopped it. &iHe took us to

Ad L A\ &

I remained there for sbout a gquarter

the watch-house I did not hear

5

iA.L 11-‘?3'38#

thev ask nim b use ras 80 excited.

.ﬁl_.fd

the St Vincent's Hospital with the deceased

admitted., I did not hear the constable say anything

’

about how the deceased had received his injuries

wereln the room by themselves. I made & statement

did not hear the constable say to the Doctor

Taken and sworn before me the s R I T

L

Coroner.
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> CORONER'S INQUEST.

T T o B i e I W T i il T

This Deponent™____

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am a_____

*Christian and

Surname n 111 ‘
v | remding at... - -

that the deceased had been 'shot, but the constable said

to me. After the deceased was left

cown to lirg Clemry's place - that is his wife's place.

was not in bed. I pushed the docor open: I walked in without

knocking; they leave the docor open because I stay there. I

have been boarding there for sbout six months. I told her

that he was in the hospital shet. 1 knew he was shrt because

the woman t0ld me. 1 never at any time asked the decefised how

he received his injuries because I only saw him the once and

the nurse was there then. s and I had been news vending for
1ong time and we were the . of friends. He received an

injury, but I was never : .0 ask hir ow 1t occourred. As

‘

sofin as we got in the cab the policeman grabbed the horses
/{/¢/’ %ﬁé@ hegd. I went up t0 the hodpital 1o see him every day
but I only saw him the once while he was there. I did not have
a conversation with him except for about twe minutes. He
asked me about the race books; he was telling me whesre the

order was. IHe never told me to order race books and race

cards because We had our order in. He said something abbut

//,Z/ race cards and books and where 1 would find thse m order.

1@ not ask him then how he had received his injuries. He
was ratignal and seemed to know what he was talking about.

At the police station the decéased handed me a sum of money

amounting to £7 odd. Wnile he was handing it to me he said -

"I have been robbed by the police before" and asked me to take
it. 1 never heard him say it was sc¢ that the bastards would

not get it. ihen he was able to hsnd his money to me he was in

N

Taken and sworn before me the_ N PR e AR Ry L L

-8~

Coroner. |
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CORONER’S INQUEST.

e s e i el Nl il N B Nl M Sy, o i

This Deponent®_ =~

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

*Chnristian and
Burname wn
fwll

on h oath-saith, l ama__

residing at___

to {ell me how he raceived his injuries but
I never bothered to ask him because the police were doing most
of the talking. I never heard any shots fired. I was not
interviewed by the police cn the following day. They sent up

for me 1o go down and 1 rung up on the phone saying that it

was Races that day and I would come down in the night time.

AL#J’ I went down to the Detective Office @96@@ at night time and

1l told them then that I brought the handom cab down

and took him to the hosgpitgl. I did not deny that I was at

Fitzrpy Street. There were only two detectives

Detective Hawkins was one. I cannot really think what

when I got 1o the Detective Office.

I can hardly remember now what I seid to him or ss to whether

I denied being at the party that night . when I left the

house where the party was it would be about half past 12. 1

never saw two men leaving where the deceased.was lying when I

LA F ¥

gaw him again. There were two women there. I do not know a

man nsmed Cutmore. I dr not know a man named Snowy. I will

AL L ACAild

ar that. I know a Harry Dunn- he was at the house that

SW

night. There were a terrible lot of people at the house that
When I found the deceased lying on the dootpath I
to him "What is up" and he said "It is all right" .
n him. I never sattd anything to him. Then
gsaw blnod I thought he might have hurt himself and I
got & cab. I half walked and half ran towardw Gertrude Street.

If a witness says that I made use of a certain remark before

b

ades

going for the hansom I do not know what you mean. I d& not

Taken and sworn before me the._ AR A

AL al

7,
A

Coroner.




CORONER’S INQUEST.

This Deponent™_

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, l am a_

*Christian and
SBurname

Pull residing at.

remember saying that it was of no use remaining about - that
he was shot and something would have to be dons. I just got
him straight into the cab when it was stopped.

™ THE CORONER: I did not put the lghts out in the cab.
™ MR McPHERSOB: I do not recollect asking a woman close by where
I could get a hansom cah. When I aame back there was @ a s8ol-

dier and eivilian there. I did not have a conversation with
them. They came to the watch-house 100,

T THE CORONER. I have not got a revolver; I do not possess one; I
know nothing of any revolver or any firearg that night. When
I put the deceased into the cab there were 4 or 5 people there
vut T did not know them. Wwhen I went out from Mrs Vern's

place Iwas alone. I left behind in the house some people who
were still sjinging in the front room. There was only about
6 or 7 people left then. I went out because he 1l1left word for
me to come up. I 4o not know who he left word with. 1 was
out talking to Mrs Vern in the kitchen. She was cutting sand-
wiches. I do not know what I said. weé were just having a
talk. When I went in someone passef@ a rémark that Cleary had
gone out and had left word for me to come up after him; 1
could not say who said that. I do not know where he meant.
I wish you to believe the story that I have told you. I have
nothing more to day. I swear that I have told you everything

I know about this business

(SIGNED) WALTER JOHN JOHNSON.

A

Taken and sworn before me the_ dm

/é_ A }%«/M

: it -

COTOT&&F, j




CORONER'S INQUEST.
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J__er;aphSmiﬁh

anis-Deponent™._ . .

VICTORIA, TO WIT.
on h 8 oath saith, [ ama Mmarried woman |,

*Christian and

Burname n residing -y Al 25_?19917 Street » Fitzroyl

fwll . o i,

0 SUB INSPECTOR McPHERSON : On the 3rd June last I was residing at
Ho. 158 Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy. Nt about one a.m. on that
morning I had a boy ill and I got up to give him a powder. At
10 to 1 I got out and at 1 o'clock I gave him the powder. I
was gttending to him for about three quarters of an hour be-
cause I was sponging him with warm water and vinegar. Durirmg
that time I heard five shots. I counted them so I know that
I was right. after hearing the shots I rgn out and ran dawn
the street. 1 ran in the direction of the shots. I had no
boots on. When I got there I found a man lying on the foot-
paths I 4did not speak to him that time but I ran back and
got my slippers and blouse on - it was only a few yards back
home - and I took a handkerchief down with me. I identify

the man Johnson now standing in Court as a man thst I saw

running up the street with a hat in his hand towards Gertrude

Streets I do not know whether it was his hat he had, but it
was a hat. He said to me "Missis, can you tell me qhere I
can get a hansom cab?" I said - "0OE, you have finished
him, or half finished him, and you are going to run away

and leave him." He did not make any reply to that. He
sang out - "Look after hig, Jack, I won't be long."™ There
was a soldier and civilian coming down the street from Ger-
trude Street. I saw two men on the dpposite side also be-
sides Johnson. Then a hansom cab was brought down. Before
that another young girl and myself went down the second time
and lifted him up and I iested his head beside my knee and ap-
plied the handkerchief to his wound. I could feel that he

Taken and sworm‘m'e_

Coroner. },




v CORONER'S INQUEST.
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Thas Deponent™, - desige s

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am a_

*Christian and
Burname wn

-urh residing at____

e —— e e,

was injured in the head. I tie@ a knot in the handkerchief and
pressed it to his head. when the handom cah arrived he was
put in the cab by the same gentleman that I waw with the hat;
that was Jopnson. After putting him in the hanéom cab they
hturned the lights out. The other two men ran down the street
- north to Fitaroy Street. One had a grey suit on and the
other had a dark suit on. One was a little shorter than the
other. They did not wait much when they saw me coming down
the street. Johnson was running towards G@ertrude Street
with his hat in his hand Jlooking for a hansom cab, and the
other men ran in the opposite direction - north. The three
men could have certainly hegrd the shots, the same as I did.
I saw the police come on the scene. .Before the police came
I said to them when they were putting him in the cab --

"You have shoved him in there, but I am going to follow you."
I said :- You have got him in there and I am going to fol-
low you and see what you do with him."” I thought they
were going to put him out on some land somewhere and do for
him fully. When the police came, I said to them - "I am
glad you camo."f-It was me that sang out to the hansom cab
man in the first place. Then theyw ent away to the watch-
house and a solider and civilian went also.

I0 THE CORONER: when I heard the shots I did not wait for anything:

I went at once. Prgotically the shots ocourred just a {éw &/

moments before I got thete, and at that time I saw Johnson.

In my opinion it was not possible for him to have missed hear-

ing the shots.

Taken ands/sworn before me the_ ﬁ_ ‘ __ _ds (SIGNE-D) MARIAN SMI TH.

Coroner. /




