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A Fiendish GCrime,

Williams was yesterday sentenced o
mnh h appalling savager) that
it challengeg, and almost defeats, hu-
man power of realisation Indeed, 118
very incredibility is the leatul® which

Mt Field barreti who defended the
: of his appeal

O IDerc) for even to the 1% sourceful

| prisonel used as a4 DASIS

harrister there was no possibility of sub-
tantial defence, The bhard, borrible
racts stood out grim and clear, and

there was no room for doubt on any im-

portant point. ‘lhe hideous young ruf-

| ian admitted the ecrime, after his first
ilmint apd futile attempt to dissociate
himself from it, and, as Mr Justice
|u'1it~:kou remarked before passing gen-
tence, no word of contrition appears to
have passed his lips. The jury's task
was edsy. It was left in no doubt as to
the perpetrator, DoOr Wais there the
smallest reason to suppose that Willilams
was not, at the time of the atrocieus
butehery, a fully responsible person. Mr
Jarrett could only beg for a recommen-
' dation to mercy, on the ground that the
doer of an act 8o atrocious could not be
| in the full possession of his faculties,
Ibm. as the judge peointed out, an “out-

* { yurst of homicidal rage” was not what

itlm law recognises as insanity, If that
WU'LIH'IUTST had led to the striking of a
‘Hiﬂglv blow, or even two or three blows,
followed by an agony of remorse at their
Ifatal consequences, the case would still
be one of murder. But there were no
fewer than twelve awful wounds in the
ih[]d}' of the estimable lady who fell
' under her assassin’s cruel and relentiess
| hand, and copcerning the awful wound
in whose neck he was able 1o coolly re-
marl, as Constable Proudfoot ex-
amined it, “What a bell of a gash!”
James Willilams is a positively insoluble
social puzzle. The product of ages of
civilleation and the son of decent par-
onts, he ie still a mere savage. Indeed,
in these times it would not be easy to
discover a savage so utterly heartless
and callons. To what his condition 18
due we do not pretend to be able to say
|with apy certainty, but one Is
‘led to suspect  that the chief
' cause ~ may ~be  found in . a com-
.]'llf‘ll."' absence of mental discipline, or
any kind of moral restraint. To say,
however, that his case affords any pub-
lle lesson would be an insult even to the
| oriminal classes, Willlams is a mere
beast, and unfit for the society of men.
The pity of it 18 that this was not
found out bhefore he Was able to give
' his murderous hand itg fatal fling.

The erime for which the yoyth James

| |

the murder of Mrs. Mary Amelia Veitch, at
Clifton Hill, on July 19, was hanged in the
Melbourne Gaol vesterday morming at 10
IJ1l';.1H_"L_

officers of the gaol and the penal depari-|

Death was instantaneous. 1

his twentieth year.

which he handed to the Rev. C. P. Bardin, |?
gaol chaplain Yesterday morning the paper

Bardin, and the Reverend Mr Fethers, and the|
| officials, for their kindness to me

P o d{{-,(é’//( .}'* féﬁ,{.ﬁ. //4//7..

— —
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THE CLIFTON HILL MURDER,

JAMES WILLIAMS EXECUTED.
James Williams, sentenced to death for

The execution was witnessed by

ment and by represeniatives ol the press. |

When asked, on the scaffold, whether he|

had anything to say, the condemned man,l
speaking slowly and mechanieally, said:—|

[ am very sorry for the deed that I have

done.” After a pause, he added, “Very,|
very sorry,”’ his voice dmmljmg to a mur-
mur. After the rope had ]
he said, almost under his breath, “{zod for-
give me.

yeen tightened |
The condemned man had just completed

A WRITTEN CONFESSION.
On Wednesday Williams asked for writ-
ing materials, and wrote out a statement,

was forwarded to the Chiei Secretary (Sir),

Samuel Gillot:). It was as follows:—

‘‘September 7, 1004, :

“Melbourne Gaol. |-

«1. James Coleman Augustus Williams, who 18] «

now about to suffer the extreme penalty of the law, |+

do hereby make the following confession, and Ii
trugt will clear away amy doubts which might be

| on the public mind, that I, in a fit of passion, did

commit the horrible deed, for which 1 am very

| gorry: and that it was net for gain, Or lust, or any |

malice which T had against her, for she was always |
kind and good to me. And I trust that the publie |
will not look down upon my family and friends h:-ri
the deed which I have [wmc] Trusting that God |
will forgive me for all that I have done

] also thank the govermor, the Reverend Mr.

¢'\Mv last wish is that this should be made public
through the prese."’
The document was not signed. g
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