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§ PROCEEDINGS BEFORE CORONERS. 2

INQUISITION

W

. |
/ICTORIA, }

\ n
\ \) ¥ .TC WIT.

ﬂéa///,f// loctll

AN quulsltlon for 0u1 Sovereign Eﬂd’—QMW t1hen at

%/ L/ mrf%t - a.\
Victoria, the // “/ {//( ceeed veeefoces // day of / /{/\

AD/ﬁ]Jm he/m/Al ‘“”‘/(//{/%J":___ year of the Reign

Ay Socee

b fi 3 <@
of our said W C ;Li me oS éf/ Gl %
J é,éo//«am e zeczere Gentlem‘m,/ a Cofoner of our Lady the Queen

s 4 7zm

—Z,
y  for Victoria, upon the view of the body of .// . et

then and there ]ylng dead, upon the oaths of’

2 A

dﬂlﬁyﬁ C 7{1/% ﬁ////{ {% , %

: ( % /rf% %/L/ |
"
s

(1). Jurors’ Christian=
and-surnamesin full.

\

-

J(
.
? in V ;cton

vy 2
ogood and lawful men of ¢ : ary
Whp being duly sworn and charged to inquire, upon the pfut of our Lad-y—ﬂ-n

Q.:g) when, where, how, and by What means the S‘le e Yz 2¢ / _/%/? 2t/

T came by * /Z/'/\ death, do s‘:Ly upon thetr

(2) His or her.

3
(3) Here state cause 0‘lth that
of death if known;

if unknown, (Zoubf /

Sul, or mo evidence, 7z //
state the fact accore d-
szZJ using  the

words of the verdict
of the Jury.
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In witness whereof as well the aforésaid /\Qerem&,% - the Jiiare et

have to this Inquisition put their hands and seals, on the day and year and at the

place above mentioned.

own ma?k and affixz
or acknowiedge his
seal.

{1) Here let :ach ﬁlﬂz‘
Juror sign his own
name, or maks his
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In witness whereof as well the afor€said /\Gerﬁnma i the  Thears Cops s g

have to this Inquisition put their hands and seals, on the day and year and at the

place above mentioned.

{1) Here let :ach {&lﬂzﬂ Md/&ﬁ'@ M
Juror sign his own

name, or maks his ¢

own mark, and affix ' -
or acknowledge his g o

seal.
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ERTRAMNM ON her oath saith:-

T was at Gymbowen in the hotel on the night of the 8O-

cial.l was in the room S€t apart for the ladles with mv sister.My
sisbr was there when I got there.When 1 saw her she was doirg her
hair.lI d4did novu gee a grey jacket belonging TO her.She had on 2
~white blouse and a white muslin skirtfbhat had a spray on it « £L
had been washed and poiled several t,imes.It was almosy perfectly

white.She dld nouU have a hatl OnN.

7o the Jury - 1t was between Eight and Nine€ o0’clock when 1 Saw her.ohe

wa,s in the TrooOll set, aside for b?@fﬁdiﬁs t,0 dress 1in. T never SsSaw
her in ll1SS leehan’s room. The TroOm is opposite M1ss Meehan’s room,

P

vhen I went to the TOOMN there was a @BTULY

were two ol My cousins ,Ivy and Pearl Bertram, anotrer'géﬂ

cousin Adas Mc Clure, Miss Sherrington. There may have been more.l
" -
Arecns there.We all left TOge-

ther and walked daown UO the parlour as a party.My sister was with ©

minutes and a guarl cer of m,f“ﬁlour.lﬂﬁ then left TO EO to the hall.

We were waiting for +he men Lo g et TO +the hall.My siser was with

v)
O 5
E E merand in thepariour with me.We remained 1n theparlour pbetwesn ten

"I/

me 211 the time,l am sure of that. M sister was with the party
that walked across.She walked 1nto the hall. 1 was @& vard or TWO

behind her.

a ook

Yo Mr. Garnett - T did not see +he cioek of ary description.l

-
———— g (.

-

pEig

. - -

there when she -rrived.I should TNRINK it was betweel

- - | o - P £ . ‘. * 4 CARTRRE IR ; - o = 17
To Mr. Power - My s1isLel has a white crash jacket:1it is a COSTLUIS ja.cK-

o ———

et,. I remember when my sister went to kKeegp hOouse ffm*?r‘.‘rierﬂeV:I

£ f o

e - —
e

| | #—'—"—-—*-— —— -
- ~ 1+ - - _—— X £ Y . v 5 1 L y > 3 ; . - i . "!H . Y 7 oy - s
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Eq
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-
@
O Nine o’clock when we arrived.
-
-
-
-
—t
O

tat o P oy - AT TS, T 3 ME + T Kn®w sh
sister. 1 was not atvu home atL T t,ime but 1 XNPW she wag fthe

e, b §
. o — ) = i . . R e B & o . TAT C ~ - et
wWa.s o home part aY rhe t,ime when my S igter Waxs at | T’ FARL T

. | — 3 J-lf"'rnﬂ‘y’s
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¢ B BBV B E on his oath saith: -

e —. o —

R T TN j :

— — S m——

T.am a lsbourer av Gvmbowen.

=

T remember the evening of the dance.We left Tr.
: {-.--
LeA A S

ey’s place about a cuartcer past ceven, WeAAARANAADL that evening

about seven minutes pasy Eeven,and we left shortly after sun-set.%

We had about three miles or three miles and a half  to drive.we

drove straight into the vard.!r. lTierney helped me oOUT with the

—

horses.I do not remember what Miss Bertram did.. She got out of the

”~

bugey at the stables.I did not segher sisers Or aly friends speak-
4

ing to her 1in the vard.I could not say how she was dressed.l think

she had a grey Jacket On'ﬁﬂd a light skirt on.l wquf@éﬂb ne

prised to hear she had on a white crash 'ﬁaci;et’end a2, white s};irt,‘hy

but, I think she had a grey ja,cket on.l 4o rowu think it was white.

T think she had a grey Jjacket over a white skirtv.

To the Jury - 1 went over t,0 my own place ard cleaned mﬂSelf,ﬁﬂd wenu

il e T

t+,0 the dance.l did not go 1nto +he hot el then: after 1 cleaned mMy-

self I did. That would be aboutl half-past Eight.That was the first

time I went in. lThere was no one in the har when 1 wenu in,ﬁhd 1

think I had a drink with Mr. Ma,vbery.Miss Rertram may have had a

skirt orn under UtThe grey
take

the Coroner - I think it would XYg about, ‘'half an hour TO drive in/or

S — T i -

forty minutes to drive in from Springbank.

(signed ) Charles eeves.

Damaged
Document(s)

Taken and sworn before me at, Coroke

on Friday tThe Fourtveenth day 1900.

— e ——
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WAca Maryvy Berbrali. ol
WAss MNMary perirall. ol
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of October last year.AU U hat time my mother was

" -

T - Ay \ ~ 3 ~3 ot O TWraY ;
nurse, Breen, ana Ii T 3 Rl i - S1Ster were ou
v _— - - a : - .

1 Ton

11l 1 hag HO‘;IKNIBBEQP{%H“ except mother,my Sister

e T " - = % " AT . TS - ~ TV L'“,-L - r ?Iﬂr -
and ‘nurse {ﬁWJen.cwﬂAQIdfuﬁ='r. Bertram drove N

Yetober. .Mr. keeves, a

s, part of the kitchen

K 1 1 < ] 8 : ! '- * }TE‘ Iq 'f—‘*rﬂ [‘.'}19'[' LAJPGX/FPS
lhe xitchen was into fiwe rooms. 1n

«_-__‘,ﬁ-“._*.._..g{.,uﬁﬂ'“#

. - = = . il s . . & . I . . - ATy Y o g - '-_ - 1 }_} - 3 "_-'rr'}lh
slept in adjoined the part that was used as a .Kltchen...t was

ratad from it by a wall about eight feet high . It did not go ULO

the celllng: was no ceilini} i+ -was-an -iron-roof. ihere. are

g A . FALIRE ST o il O e B e N
yight rooms in the maln buildine .y mother became worse , ana R

A

Horsham. That would be about tThe

a, Monday. -he di@i in the hospital about a week O

f H ¢ ﬁ g { ) j +.'J'1
ten davs »fterwards. When I took my mother to Horsham ertram

o e Mo Latrunen

honie on

r
e 1 Mr1Y f L Y P i s M1 1 - \ ” 8ia. 1 | "f 1§ : _ ; -.'“ . S W'a'xl':‘ ,j . S (:) (’:1 -?"-(:J; —l
b o N g a wire on e following tMondadal k . 4

returned to Horhham and staved there. until she died.l came€ DacCXxk

| : e \ . | kR 4 Mea 1 [ . ram was 1 3]
from Horsham on the £7th. of Ovtober . liiss Mary Rertram was then

- —— . : - ~ - ; - - r “T’.;_Tﬁ_ " - .
ot Svrinebank. She came back about four days after she wen

-

: - y ; . o wraa ¥ M4 aa Rertram
“he remained on houseBeeping. There was then M1ss roranl,

_ Y e B : 3 Irit.chen nart
and m n the house. Reeves live xitchen part

us on the premist

7 )

/
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a%d _irs continued until the Z4th. of I ebrpary.l was engaged TO

vMary Meechan.l had been engaged to her about four years.l re-

';1' 1"35

l_.

member a s a ial at Gymbowen on the 24th. of February. Miss Bertiram
fwndjigeané‘a and I went irffto that .It was given to enable Miss
Meehan to give prizes to the children as she was leaving, to leave
the monev to the next teacher to gilve prizes. She was g~ing tUo be
married to me on the following VVednesdayv.lliss Meehan was avu
18&1FHKi?ﬂibS Mary Bertram. Miss Me=han did not conplain during
the evenine to my knowledge.l cannot =ay where I met her that ev-

ening, but I met her either at the hotel verandah or at the hall

door.We talked a little while.l was not, dancing at the time.ly

mother onLvtiied a, few months U%forelanm L35 nn?&ate a, part 1in

e

che had another voung boyv selling

. S =4

room.He was fond of dancihg’and T told her I would take his place
and count the tictets’and let him cof in and dance.Il was not at
the hotel with Miss Meehan after that until about Three o’clock
next morning. There was nothing wrong with her then t0o my Know-
ledge.l was married on the first of March.Miss Bertraim continadd &
resii e with us after we were m rried. xeev rntinued with us for
about a couple offi davs and then he left .On the 10th. of April fol-
lowing I got Russell Bertram in hls place.That was the brother of
Miss Mary Bertram . Soon after my marriage my wife’s sister came ®
to stav with us, Eleanor Mechan. ©he came with us in the buggy af-
narriage fffnf~or51wnn. che staved with us nearly a month.
che was the only other person stopping in the house except the
chreé of us myself, my wiﬁe, and Miss Bertram. She did notu speakp
t,o0 me about Mary Bertram being up at night Miss ﬂtrtrﬁn 1eft us
on the 13thw of April. the stayed on after my Amrriage bhecause
96

thought it was only fair.I did nd want my wife to go to workK at

once. Miss Bertram was 1 I} srvice.I asked her to stay on.l ar-

ranged with the wife that Nary Bertram was to stopyi on and do the
S

work




work. She left on the 1lsth. of April because we did not want her

anvy loneger. ke parted splendid friends. che came hBcKk again on a

) ALY

visit on the 13th. of May.Il saw aer at a distance on that rhay;1yut

did not speak to her. There was service here atl the cﬂrurckhﬁana we

were in £0 1t.T did not speak to her.l Just saluteq her.l sSpoke Lo«

my wife about her,going home.We had left Qoroﬁefﬂnd were on our

—

wav home. There was some conversation about "ary Bertram,and my

o
wife asked me if I was speaking to Aardd4a Mary.l said ﬁo; I was

not,.I asked if she was. She said "Yes, I was.l spoke to her two or
three times and Mrs. Bertram.Mrs Bertram was complaining to Mary
about not putting on a jacket". She had a new costume and she was

complaining about not putting the 7Jjacket over this rew dress.l

ed my wife when was lMary coming down and she said "I never thoughi™ v

of asking her'". That is what she told me.I think I said to mv wife .

'_.,.-r-"'

"Why did you not ask the poor. girl down'". but 1 will not sSw ear
She said she had not asked her. She expected to see her

later on .Mary Bertram came down to Springbank on that day’and
staved with us.I saw her when she arrived.IlI could not rememfer ex-

actly what she saidrﬁnm,zHW% said she knew there was three of us 1in

}
r
W

the buggy when we came to Goroke; that is why she came down with

b |

her father and walked across the paddock about TLwo miles.<che saild

"T thought I would be here before you". The had a brown paper pals

v

cel with her. I did not ask her¢ how lonz she was going to Stayud;

I did not ask her.I understood from the wife during the week that
she was going to stay with us until the following Thursday,from

v . - R - .. - - 1 s I . b=
the Saturday. During the week the wife asked her to wait until

he following Sunday as we were going to Mr., ﬂrﬁ&n’Sfﬂﬂd we would

oh
talke her home.

Yo the Uoroner - I did not ask her to come,and the wife said she never

e e e

thought of asiking her.When she left we alwayvs told her she would &

De ?Hflﬁﬂﬂm7DU come and visit at any time. 1€ he . general invita-




_ We meant it.We were pleas ed

Tothe Coroner - I did not recard it as being out of place at all.

-

came Triends came TO see us 0On the Thursday the 18th.,

ilev came and had tea with us.We had tea a,bout
+hink .We had one tart at tea .l only remember
there being one tart on -he table.We ate part of it.l had nonQ,but 2
%
Mr. Neeson had some.lT was a hrown tart.It was far bDrowner than
w afterwards. .+ The party broke up about¥
k.I went to bed about half-past Ten.My wife
her room at the time.l Know my
sister—in-law was Wt not stoppil vitl at the time.My wife
he had gone to it ,to soakK some Dpeas for the
Qollowing dayv’s dinner. lhe peas were in the kitchen.I saw them
next morning in the it,chen.I was not in the X t, chen that night
after I went TO my room,unbil next morning about rTeven p’clock.Whem
the kitchen next morning fghere was no one uhe e.I had

my breakfast.l knew Lussell

portion of the t.able was laid IT¢ the nieht before for wheee ¥ Wad

up first.1l aig not cook my breaijast;ib was ready for me .l made

tea for mvself.It was all right. No one came 1in Before I went awal.

%
I wert. away ﬁust after I had my bhreakfast. mussell was hitching up

+he horses and I weént ou to show him his work, s he was goling

to plough a little paddock and I went .® show him.I returned O

-

the kitchen about Nine that mornine.I Wwas away about an hour anad

i =

returned to milk the cow.l went into the kitchen. 1The
ﬂf*rife};:a:ﬁ just sitting there z01ng f’v‘f:w have her breakfmat.f.h@ wa s

sittine at the table just starting her breakfast.l was si sting at

R - _Tr' - : - : " - - . P o 2 -y La Y% —_— - ."" . -~
rhe fire and noticed she was Maillllg faces.l aBs m‘i her what tThe

face s were for. The said"the tart has a horrid bitter vile tastev
)
A




She said '"You ought to taste 1it". 1t was an apple tart. There was

a crust with apples 1n hetween.It was part of the brown tart
that she was eating.I tasted the tart: it was bitter.l1t was por-

t,(ion of the brown tart that had been eaten the night before.l had

oftesy tased the taste before but I could not récollect what 1T was,

¥ -
L

It was very bitterrﬂs hitter as ever I taseéd.l have never La,st ed
strichrnyne-- strychnine 1n small cuantities.I do not Know that I
have tasted it in medicine.l said it was very bitter.I said "You
must have put something 1n it,. It must have alum or aclid Or sOme-
thing in it". I thoughtl it was some acc}dental

A
it, bitter. The wife said to me 1
1ast night . Mr. Neeson did not taste it 1ike this“: T said “No=
body would eat it if it tasted 1ike tTha 1 'ald mnox nodeice Mary
Bertram in the kitchen at that time.

To ithe Jury - 1 could not say if my wife had any of the

the night

-

Mr. Garnetdy remained 1n tn

e S T S S S —

or ten minutes after tasting tUthe Lbart, shen
work.I saw my wife again about an hourrgr'aJ
_ When I left the kitchen I went and asked tussell Ber-

tram if he had eaten any of tThe tart.I did not go to the paddock

b -

for that purpose.l went back TO Y worh’ﬁnd when I met him I askKed

4

him and he said "No, Mr. Tierny,I have not.He seemed TOo D€ confusddl,

T said "It was a good job you had not hecause 1T was Very bitter*™.

o - ,,/

Then he told me about the doors &t tThe place being open.

L

Yo Mpr. Garpett - He daid "Mr. Tierney, when I got Up this morning LAS

CE——— = Pl Al A — el

kitchen door and the two safe doors were openvﬂrﬁ the two tarts

were on ohe floorUQTWiiJ%f'ﬁrg hroken and I heard somebod¥ in the

7

kitchen". He said he thought 1T was I " said I was not there.

7o the Jury - I did not see the tarts on the floor. 7The tart on the

table




t,able that Mrs. Tierney ate was in a couple of pieces.

Garnett - The tart 1 saw on the table had not heen knocked ahout .

e —

Ty N-.

There was only a couple of piﬁCHS/QTVIIHHﬂ/TWHPQ in good order, not

damaged.l do not remember seelng any tart on the table when I came

in to breaxfast.l did not have any tart.My wife and Miss Mary BRer-

o

tram came out o me in Uthe paddock about an hour and a cuarter

afterwards. ikussell Bertram was there and the wife walked up to me
/

- picKking
and asked me was. 1 sowing potatoes.l said No, I was pitting them .

I was picking the loesse ones up. £he said "My word your ground wilf

plough nice here.lt is a plity all the paddock is not like that",
At that timé the ground was very hard. There was some conversa-

tion and then she said "Will, was not that tart horrid bitter this

—

mornim . I said "“"Yes 1t was terrible bitter altoge ther". She

sald "“"We had some tea since/ann that was bitter too". I said "You

a = e - } xd e I = e -
are making yourself frightened because of the bitter tart.You are

making yourself believe everything is bitter and yvou will make
after
yourself sick". She said "Do you know £ the tea was bitter,We

Aoudar

. Y r 9 i 4 - : - I - . 7 v . - - i
left the big owew and got the little silver t&@lﬁﬂﬂ#ﬂmﬁ other cups,

¥
L

some tea 1n Hkhoese this teapot and that was all right". S8

/

"1 might account for the other tea being bitter. Some

the plate of tarts was washed in might have got in-

/

Lo the other cﬁps. 1here were two lots of cups". 1 de not know
whether Miss F@Iﬁuﬂﬁn had some tea too. My wife said "We'", 1they did
not say whether they drank the tea. They said the next one was all
‘nt .Mary Bertram heard this conversation. She did not say any-
were talking for a f‘e-:w'n‘iinutes. Then they went for a
some marram grass I had sown. Then Lhey walked in the
direction of the house.l heard them laugh as they got near the

house¥ what it was about I do not know, but I heard it was that

"We Knew that Will would say that when we told

L & ut- “ T!)r) U t- LEIP 1 ve 0O ) g lr’) C‘EZ 2N0 I SAW In ‘r ‘..."vri ‘Pp as I was |
s passi @

(£




passing by the 'ni:_..ujlenfgoinij toward.s the shed where the horses

are Kept. She was cleanling some potatoes.l came back in a few min-

utes and I f~rund her in the middle of the kitchen floor, making
towar s aJcFmﬁﬁ/mt-th& end of the Kitchen. She fell helpless g

to the chair and she said "Oh, Will,I am all smashed up, falling »

to pieces". She asked me to come and sit alongside her. I said *
"What in the world has happend to you". I thought she might have

Zﬂd an accident at the fir e. the never answeredzfust thene-she

)
seemed too weak tTo answer but when she answeréed she said 4did T

/

Know that Mary was sick too. She seemed got dn pr-etty well then =
4

s
il._

and was speaking nicely.I said "Where is “ary?”. >heé sald "“"She 18

p—in—the—¥ somewhere" ., She sgld "I Teel a 1ot Dbetter now
wWillv, I said "I will see where Marvy is". I went and caléd "Where
are vou Marvyv". She answered from her room "I am here", I said ™=

" - T - - _”
Whhat is the matter with vou" . She said/l have been feelineg sick

g 5

outt I am getting better now",

1o the Jury - This all happened in about ten minutes.

10 Mr. Garnett - Mary slept in the room looking on to the bacKk veran-

; , SRENPN |

dah.l1t opened ongo the gmdasef.When I came back I turned in to the

wife,anm I met her at the kKitchen door coming out slowly .I want-
up into the house. the aid "“"No, Will I would soon
Ma.%
er try andweek by myvselfjto see if I can walk!. She walked or#bo the
/

backk verandah. That would be about 15 vards. She leaned against

a pest for a minute or 8o, and she ssaid " You can hekp me into my

room noﬂwiLl". SO Ekmatfﬂﬂﬁm/FMﬂn:ﬂmi I helped r into the room.
p ]
[

ohe sat on the side of the Emd for a while and presently got a

cwitching. She said "Oh, Will" and grabbed me. That continued for

perhaps tten or fif teen minutes getting twitches and getting ease

in between.fhe sat on my kne® after a couple of twitches.It was

much easier for her.Mary Bertram came in when she heard her. <he ®

was




was screaming out when she got the pain, so Mary Bertram came in
5 4

and the wife said "Go away Mary!". Mary said "I came in to help

vau lMrs. iiﬁﬁiuyﬂ'. ohe sald "Will will stay with me". Marv said

"T came in to try to help you")x ohe said "Mary, vou are+s ick vour-

| AT e R 1 AT O VY T . +Wa F+ 3 + -~ I o
self. You go away". ohe went away at the uimethu came . back again

- —

soon after.l ordered the pony to be got ready.l asked her wuld

she like to go to the dortor or would I wire - for the doctor. She
/

said she would sooner WM drive so 1 ordered the pony to
/

in at once. The boy got the pony ready as soon as he could.I d4did

not speak to Mary Bertram about tarts that morning.l asikked her for

a piece of tart when we were going to Natimuk.l said

where that tart is Mary.We will take a piece of the tart to show

the doctor". She went to the kKitchen and b¥ought outbt a plate ﬁmn'gé

>

pieces of tart.#%ogh a piece of tart and wrapped it in paper.It

-—

was a pale tart.lt looked like a tart that had been cut up 1in
pieces .It was not the tart I tasted hefore.l took a piece of tart

off the plate. Mary Bertram threw the rest into the pigs’ bucket.®

Mﬂ
She-s3id 1 saw her t&arww Them in. ohe asked me what 1 would do

with them.? said "Throw them into the pigs?’ bucketi". She said ¥
"They might interfere with the pigs if there 1is anvthing wrong wiﬁi
them". I said "That is a good thing. We will know if there -is any-
ching wrong with them'. T&rbhiné happened to the pigs. She said 1t

ison the pigsror something of that sort. ©

with those tarts". I said "Chuck them in to the pigs". g
ohe-said “T'hey might hurt'-or "kill the pigs" or something of that
sort.l saida “"1lhat will be a good jOb,b@CﬁUSe we will know if tThere
is anything wrong with itr:';and the pigs were not hurt.l tooK the

!

piece of tart to Natimuk.My wife and 1 and Mary Bertram set out

- +

for Natimuk at a little past One o’clock..We saw the doctora-~% at

Natimuk.I brought the tart home with me.I never saw the tart

S gt SRR AT TS s R L e | | |
from the time[I put it into the buggyv.It was wrapped up in newspapen

e
[ \ (
b4
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T encuired for the tart after the wife died.We saw the doctor at
Natimuk that same day, abouu half-past Four.I put up at kosel’s
hotel. There was a show meeting ; and the aoctor came across y and T

met him at Tﬂu%fioorfmrxi*told him what was the matter. 1 told him
+he wife had been ill.I told him the sensation she ?fwifhﬂd/ﬂfw?:a_
bout bringing down this piece 01 tart.I thought there was some-
thing wrong .I did not say anvthing about the tea then. This was
on the verandah of the hotel.i&fﬁﬁfuﬂuai‘td g0 in to see the wife.l
t.0ld him the wife was very well then.He turned back and saild 1
cannot go in. I have not got a certain thing". I do not know what
it was , but he had to go home.He sald he would be bhack
time and examine her.He did so. I suppose that would be about Five
0’clock.I was not present when he examlned my wife.Afiter he exXam-

sned her he came to me and told me the wife was all right,1it hadl

all passed over: she mlght have had a touch of Ptomaine p2180

put it had all @ ssed over and she was all right.He told me TO
/

come up after tea and he would give me some medicine.When 1 firast
spoke to him about the tart he said"I would 1like to see that tart!
I do not think he told me to bring it up.I went after tea for the
medicine’ﬁnd had a talk with him a@ his house.He ask

wife was.I said she was very well.I did not bring up the tart in
the morning.l forgot it,and we were so well,I left the tart in the

buggy,in the bottom of the bugey rolled up in paper under Iy feetf”,
4

It was about a helping of tart, about the sive of a hand. The whole

tart would be a plateful.I never saw the pilece of tart any more.i.

went to the dortor next morning and the houseKeeper told me the
/

5
dotor was away i1 the country.ohe ala not know when he would Dbe
()

rack.We left Natimuk about Tén o’clock and we got back about one
g :

1ock. I saw Mrs. Mc Can but I Just saluted her.l Knew she was

in the same parlour as the wife.We had dinner when we gou back. 1T

was a cola dinner.We had cold meat.It had been cooked on the Thurs-

- N B
o b day
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Thursdav.It was kept in the safe in the Kitchen.We had other thizﬁJ.

- welll-i 1 a8 cake and bhiscuits and so on. This meat had not

been touched by the cat or dog or anvthing else that 1 Know of.It

kept in the safe where the tarts were. 1 did not Teel any the ez

WL Ao

wraa for what I had at dinner .After dinner I went out to work in
the paddock. LRussell Bertram was with me.l next saw My wife close
on half-past Five.I went out to a paddock about two miles Ifrom the )
house.Durine the time I was away at Natimuk I wanted to go down

and plough some fallowed ground.l go0U everything ready for tThe
Monday morningrand knocked off about an hour earlier Tr

ual time because a €ewe died there. I told kusell Bertram to sKin

K0
the ewe 8 we returned a little earlier than usual 1 -met Mr. tMar.
4

sheep
shall on the way home.He told me he thought he had a pipe bDelong-

J
e

1ng Lo me . 1 'we ¢ see the sheep.lt was not my Sheepfﬂnd I re-

,urned across the paddock.I went past the kit chen and saw the Nife/

El

and &Jéd her for a particular butcher’s knife. That was about half
"

L L T
N

past Five.She told me she did not know where it was,I had 1t last
myself.I sald 1 knew,but T mislaid it.I said "It does not matter
though.I have got others". 1 went down TO the shed and IUuS -

S

sell the other butcher’s knife and he went away to skin the sheep.
/

I went then to feed the horses. The wife came down about Iive min-
utes later’and brought me the butcher’s knife that I ask d for
first. She said “"Here Will is the knife you were looking Ifor'.
said "I do not want it now". The pair of ponies were standing at
the gate.l said "As you are there,K just orpen the gate and let the
ponies in". bShe did sormﬂd passed a remark about a young Tillygl
had’a Favourite fillvy of her?’s. Then she turred away and walked
in the direction of the house.I was not surprised at that.I do not

know for what reason she should.

the Coroner - She made a rémark about the filly being indecently fat,

— e e gy L

I




T said "Yes: DUt sou should not blame the filly for that". The was
in 2000 spirits.lt was about ten minutes after that that 1 saw her
again.l had not finished feeding t,he horses when Nary Bertram cal-
led mefsaying the wife was unwell again. 1 went straight up Lo tThe
house.My wife was in her room.After 1 married I occupied a differ-
ent room to the one I occupied B&iore T married. The room 1 was
occupying after I married was on the front verandah.l went into
the roomfana my wife was lying across the foot, of the red.l went
yp Lo her and sald "What is the matter with ¥« ~he said YOh
Will, I do feel weak". I said "Yes, butt we Know ere is nothing

the matter now because Ir. Bird sayvs there is nothing the matter.

vou will soon be all right". She said "l would sooner bhe 1lying

down now Will tThan
e
ing TO s1U ¥MP, She-sab-up-ard-gob-worse DUL
heen lying d 40 % she wanted to sit
wors€ and worse’ﬂnm cot those twitchangs again.I helped her up.

She was getting worse.l sent WMary Bertram for some whiskeylﬁnd she
drank—it-rieht—off: She

oot into a convuddion. She pulled me back oOn

and NMary Bertram came,and we helped her out on the floor,ﬁnd she

had another convulsion. ©oon o fter tthen I carried her on TO ohe

front verandah a second time. Then she died In a minute or S0 . Mary

o
Bertram and mvself with swere her.lt was twelve or fifteen minutes

A L A

\¥i

from the time I ¢ ame into the room.lI did not ssend Mary Bertram for
anvbodyv. She wanted to go over to Bailey’s heraelﬂ,but I sald %O
call for Itussell.He should have been about home then from skKinning
the sheep. ©he left the room/ana che Bailevs came very soon alter.
Three of tlem came, Mr. and Mrs. Bailey and

were not present when my wife died.It was just dark when

Joe Tierney and his ﬂviffe/wruﬁ 8.  cousin < nine, al Ceorge




and his wife, that 1is Mary Bertram’?’s father, also came over

me. Another Tierney, Jeremiah also came later on.lVhen Mr. Bailey
came Marv Bertram seered to fall on the verandah.l was lying

the wife.I saw Mary fall.l did not see how 1T happened.l was not
paving any attention.I think George ﬂﬁiley'waa there when she fell,.
Mrs. Bailey wame a few minutes afterwards.l do hﬁthfnow whether

A
Miss Bailey was there when she was recovering /.1 encuired Ior the

£l

tart in the buggy,and Mary Bertram saild the wife had done away Wiﬁtj
all tne tﬂ@}b during the Saturday evening,and Lhat -the pliece 1in

the buggy was bnried in the sana down at the shed.

—

how the wife had done away with it. The sand at the stahble was a

piece of sand I had carted near the stable in the winter time.l

' . = 9 r . > 1 T
looked for the tart next morning, the Sunday morning.Mr. Neeson

was with me at the time.We coulad not i

search for it . I think we Must have found it if it was there.Mary

Bertram did not tell me that Mrs. Yierney had

+
s

thrown the tart anywhere.After we lookKed for

. | v d

O Lf%é?iiLCYHHX,HIIE1WanT1%9FtJ?ﬂﬂ vold
e was some tarc? t,hat the wife had chucked off
ir. Neeson and I went and found a pieee oI tart about

sige of myv hand with apple on.I1t was a pale

and I rolled it up in a piece of paper.l cannot swear uc

our of the @mper.Ilt was a newsg;ﬂuf/know.l did not put any more

tart in the paper at that time.I put it in my own room.I did not |

* aail - A

-

_ i “
add any to it until Mr.¢ kbeddt, and Constable Duwyham came.He gave

L

me H,tﬂITﬁFHMj I put it in the paper with the other piece.l put

4

the Parcel back in the same place on the dressing-table near TNhE

door. That was on the Sunday after Four o’clock as near as 1l can
' !

» g = _ « + O TITIATC Yo B=. vy = ~ ~ -+ ' ™ } LA s . 5 ™ v *Ffatome T
remember.l afterwards missed that tart n I gave my statement

to Mr. Dunham about 8.50 or Q9 o0’¢lock on the Elngﬁﬂjflligfﬂ;.OT1 DﬂP

LD L T ho s s and i o . . o uaid > 4 F > 3 |
ounday I segrghed for tarts about the place.VMr .7 galbait and Mr.

S
/Z‘; YHYAham
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Dunham and 1 S(%TPCﬁWPleﬁllﬂ Mr. Neeson and I searbbhed. We looked in
the garden where we found the first piece.Il searched in the garden
to the south of my r~om. I searched right round to the hedge tho-
roughly as well as 1 could . That would be about ¥our o’clock on
ocunday.l cannot 1Iix the time accuratelyv.Mrs. Buffham showed me t}e
Spot where she pickKed up a piece of tart.We walked over tlat par-
ticular spot.It was on the foot-path.I had examined that spot bhe-
fore NMrs. Buffham picked up the piece of tert. I can swear there Vv

]

was nothing tThere then. There could not have been anythine in that *
spot such as the tart that was afterwards found there

seeing it.0On the Monday . poKe Lo Mrs. Buffham.In conseguence

-

01 that she went out to look for the piece of tart she had seen
lying the che afsrwards brought in a piece of tart.fhe came to »

the room door where Dt Bird was and handed the tart to me and then

to br. Bird. I could not swear whether that piece of tart

vthe piece 1 wrapped in the paper.It was about the same

tart. There was apple on it.There was apple

the toilet-table.the handed it to Mrg. Wid-

, TLO me ,and I handed it to Lr. Bird. That was

¢

about Eigh 1lock o Monday. They were hheve in the room toge-
ther at the time/{When we were coming home in the trap I did not

hear my wife say it would be a good thing if either of them died

from poiﬁon,now that Tney had seen the doctor.lf it had been said

- —

While I was in the trap I must have heard it.I was not in the trap

all the time going home.I got out at the sheepwash sand. Vms out

;fo7%¢xu1; <0 chains on the heavy road.)I was a little distance away

from the trap.li would have-been—possible for 1t t0 have “been

—

A O A A
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sald en earning home in the trap,Vw wife said that Marvy Bertram had

sald I would laugh at—them for-comingover gbout the tart.We were

speaking about the tart the day before./The wife gaid"Mary said
when




went over that you would laugh at us about the tarty, That

\

wras referring to the time they went 1O the potato patch to see me.

VY C JO

e

Nothine more Was gsaid that--I can remer-ber|. "y =w3i fe-fnld—me—that

»

r01d Maryv that she would tell it 1n such a way that I would

she

not laugh at her.l could not say what clothes Mary Bertram wore

when she went in to the socBHN .I think she always wears a Jacket
> bes)

when she goes out driving.I think she wears a grey Jacketl.:ne

egally wears the one she had on this morning .

a—

Tothe Coroner - | I did nm{talﬁ

mornine because I forgot it)1 e first saa » and when I found
the doctor was away there ] .0 take the tart. Another

reason was we Iell SO well:tﬂwﬂwfr' ything the matter with any

ving alone 1in

-

We were very seldom alone.l occupled a

~he west o1 the verandah.I£ would be the north-west end.

- '-\-':

produced ("A') is a f alr repres ntation ofthe-house+it-18-a ver-

andah-room facing the garden looKing t,owards tle kitchen. The room

4 .

/
Czﬁéﬂid?JZ#J%¢v4Mﬂﬁ7;ﬂzrjzmu¢ﬂwﬁpv gﬂ&ad)ﬂ o G e tteralat
T occupied opens onto the verandah.lMiss Hary Bertram’s room was
A
the first on the left as you turn into the passage. That would be
4

/x‘rqfvvu/

about 30 feet from my vexaxadsh. The only ~ther person on the plae
was the man-servant who livwed in a room off the kitchen.His window
‘and door do not face the verandah.l was never improperly intimate
with Miss Mary Bertram.My conducdt t owards her was not such that
she would think I was attached to her.I hnve Known her since she
was a child.

To Mr. Power - As to the second wisiybf Miss Bertram,l understood Irom

my wife that Sfae/@ xpected Mary to come to the house

-

ver told me when she expected her. I was not surprised

- |

iy

Tfi:__] » Y T% 37 2 T « b 2 - n— - - : ; ’ & - L - . -
1ary sertran oiere whe oot home.It was cuite in the order of

things




thinegs for Mary oo Dbe there .0On the Friday txfrﬂjjﬁgfyﬂjerl]ﬁy wife

came out and t,alkedpbout the tﬁﬂa}ﬂ“ﬁlfv was there. Mary was listen-

0 me ana I =2nswered Uhe wife. Marvy was stand-

alongside the wife. 1 did not hear her speak.When my wife

«ick and Mary came to help,the wife said "Mary you are sick your-
: |

self, you go away”;there was nho ordering of her away.

ssell about the Eﬂtﬁmﬂ?'hartfﬂrwj}wa'hﬁd

1 -

bejrmgﬁypenfﬂrwi.ﬁfe tarts being on ithe

fl1oor. When my wife carm&tﬁiiﬂwyﬁl'bﬁ'mefl 0ld mv wife what ilus-

&
A B, . wiry e : - |”I 1 s Y .l.‘ [ ™ 1 = ™ : W - T P 3
va, S @ﬂ%f%eﬂ_Lﬂ)Pﬁhm;tﬂﬁvhﬁﬂ for several vears he-
2 <

she
that tineA[wa in the habit of coming TO
et ol @WW}

“he and Miss Bertram were friendSAaa far as I know until
F 4

fore I was married.Durling

ATT T 4
my nouse.

my /wife’s death. The -.social o?&he c4th. of February was not t,helir

b

first accuaintance.

larv BRertram received no invi-

jarnett - As far as 1 Know

N d
= o ——— s

tation at that time. <he that we would

be glad to see her al any time. wWa.S
aware of.We

I did not say twwxm;'wif¥}(ﬂﬁimy wife TO r@,fjwag ¢

ed is Miss Bertram?’?s Jacket:1t 1s oOne | ike 1T.

To the Jury - HP~-8ird-- I did not know one tart from the other, which

-

ng and which was right.l aimply'tmmﬁizajpiece of tart 1o Db

}

It was afterwards that 1 found out it was Lhe brown tart

—

had tasted.I thought at the Time all

Tt was afterwards that I remembered t]

wown.I saw the brown tart on the FuwesdayThursday night

che FPriday morning. #

the Jury - 1 do not remember what became of any &G
¥ o




- _— 3 ,—-,._ 3 - . 1 - ; 3 ! , ] -~ 9 " -
I saw going into the pP1g°S hucket.

Carnett - 1 saw rhe hown tart on ¥riday morning a2t breakfast.l

S ———— el T g

any more.After the wife had baked them she sald one
tart was browner than the ot&ufrs,ﬁuuﬁ she always liked a brown tart.

I knew one tart was brown and the others were Iﬁilfa on Thursday

night.I thought all the tart was affected 1in Lbhe same way ,and in

F

the hurry I just took a piece of tart that was handed me and Tol-
' 4

led it up in a piece of paper .I Just TOOK a piece of ‘tart. oft

che plate.

IAid not advert to the difference the tarts until af-

a.sted.

Taken and sowrn bhefore me at Goroke

"%

on Thursday the thirteenth day of July 1900, '\
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The bottle produced

had on v premises.l Keptv it in a case 1n My

Wa s

|

tLhat

I occupied when I was a bachelor.lt

< . - : . 1- ~ . \l 3 e~ c
book-case was not locked.l do not EnNow if Miss

S L e

or whether I had it.1t was there a

. It was there until I gave 11 TO MI'.

sayv tle date.l could not swear whether

weeks before

+
J

3 -+

.
i g @

used abhoat —t+Iv

now.l1l 1last

not sav whether any has been tLaken ouL- - since.i

ine rabbits and mice.l used Lo lay polison a

—
=
-

—

mice . When I last used it it under Utwhe

.rj-l

. .t/ . . :
on little bpts of Dbrea dripping

the floor.l ex¥ervdiséd every care
A

-
r
4

nen,

doing

in

e
=) LG

lying about.l getv plate turn
ying e |

th

up on

bout

J

saith

Own IOl

L
in

Hertram

time of the

Dunge

¥
e i

nouse

-

unside downpbnd
- /

e bhack o?&hé plate, ana Adlsso 0lv
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Ed

15 LO 0ne

similar
the

book=case . The
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AT

—~

ew where

Gvmbow -
U;I coula not

cuantity is in 1T

’s--death.J -can-

it for poison-

1

used P

the kitchen for

oK, %o Al
F} 11(} —E),'ie N l )

carefully

was none

10 vine-
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way.l am perfectly certain th

When I went for the sbrvchnine uo

bungey 1. foupd 1t, as far &as I Know, exactly

- L

T 5T L e P T

Mr. Garnett There might have been gsome tvalken

—— T —— P — e . T ——— o T—

& I

Mr, Grano kapt the bottle in a corner of Ul

Lhe s ame

bOOKS
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Lokt -1 om
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x NE Y on his oath further

not send the meéssenger o

tion of askini for a certificate.l merely sent

to report 1 ) ird whay had aid

He anyv-—-soveps

cert,ificate. 1he deceased never sald a word U ne a,bhbout

poisoning at ugymbowen or What ha.d

occurred

son and I searched in the sand outsilde

Marvy Bertram told me my wife had trodden underfoot

We could not, find it.lLater on I was in company with Inspector

-

ev whén Mary Bertram pointed out the spot where

she said the

e e

-

buried the tart.I had searched that spot rnyvself before

-

did not examine the identical spot.Wé probed all

round the place, not any one particular place moré than another

Sal

nd.Mary Bertram did not point out any particular place 1in

e - - L B L ~ 1 v
ground about the sire of

-

9 shovel.le had exan-

and could not find anythirg.

I <

Y

liss Bertram pointed out this particular spot To us.l

O

she would be about two chains away when she saw My wife

'

1NCO Tlle

Miss Bertram said that Mrs. Yierney sald sre

-

have The fow%ls ol 1T.

I have no pigs running about.I have fowls running

'hey might have scratched up anything.
nd in 211 and that
/

b o
were about two cartloads of 2

171

at  two  inches asep.

: was weeks afterwards when Miss Bertram poirited out
spot to Lungey and myself,fn th

e Sunday morninggl d id nNot no-

U
tice any scratching by fowls but I K

“r=

tnow we did not find any tart.

Taken and sworn before me at Goroke

el e

on ‘I'hursday the Thirteenth day of July 1900. 7[&% Q,/

r_,..-"‘




