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A PETITION FOR MERCY.

OBTAINING THE RELEASE OF

PRISONERS.

FORGERY SUSPECTED.

All  manner of tricks are resorted to
( iTom tune to time by the friends of pui-
soners to obtain their release; and the state-
ments made on their behalf to the Crown
Law department are often, when weighed
m the judicial scales, found to be wanting—
both m truth and i fact. A case in point
was mentioned yesterday by the Attorney-
General. [ an attempt to get a convicted
person released betore his sentence had -ex-
pired, 1t seems as though someone had com-
mitted forgery 1 wnting a young woman's
name, both to a lettgr and a petition for
ey .

Lhe case concerns that of a young man
named Michael Quigley, whio 18 now an -
mate ol the (ieeloug gaol. He was con-
vicled atb a sitbing of “the Supreme Court
e May, 1800, op o change of assaulting a
voung wanman, and was sentenced to ten
| years' hapd labor, with penods of solitary
contnewent, and 1t was also ordered that
he shouid recerve a floggngz., A month iol-
lowing the nupesition of the sentence a
palition was received by the Crown Law
departinent askiag that the Hpogging shauyld
nat be carried out, as the vouth—he was |
anly ID yeurs of age—was in weak health.
A report oblamed from the gaol nedical
aflicer, however, did net hear out this as
seifion, and the flogging was duly adumnis-
tered, mance that Lle llL'd.I,']j,‘ a dpzen pati-
tiong, asking tov the release of the pysoner
on wvarious grounds, lhave been presanted.
[l“.glf'; on the Average at the rate of two
| each wvear: but a werusal has followed in
each ojtsq Owing to ill-health, Qugley
was reimoved 111'1':-]||'1 ]’Er[l_tr_ln.lg' Lo {_:'rt*l;-'mnl-::.
and the latest renorts tecerved concerming
him were to the effect that he was improv-
g in health. Mo th: mest recent peti-
tian 1eceivad by the devartment there was
actached the name of the young woman the
prisaner had assaulted, and also the names
of some of her relations. © Later on a let-
ter viunorbing {0 be wattten hy the youug
Woman I'it‘l'h"“_ reached the Minister. Thiy
J stated !.'I'L'..in Ithu writer “was thoroughly
| salisded” with the punishment Quigley had
recglved  and a reguest was made that he
he released. The denartment corrteously
wrate to the vaung wowan, stating that
the AMJ'II'T.‘H:'_‘{ {ieneral had 1_1:_‘1'1-.'1(_411 Lo 1 |,]_'.*
no recommendation to the Governor in
Clounetl on behali of the orisoner. In veply
to this comeunication, the young womau
wrote back, gtating that she failed to under-
stand the meaning of the letter sent to her
She had not, she =aid. witkien any letter
asking that the prisoner shonld he 1eleased.
and had no desira that he sliould be libor-
ated yntil the full term of his sentence hd
expired, She glso denied having signed any
petition_asking for clemency to be shown
him.  The wrting in the letter written by
the yvoung woman i1s, it mav be stated of
quite a different kind to that in the pre-
sumably fietitious communication supposce
to have been sent by her to the Attoincy-
Cieneral, )
| The matter is vegarded by Mr. Pavies as
' b 10D & Verv i-.l“']‘iﬁ]l?-l. One. anl ln' ]lLL.—; 0]'-
deved that a strict lavestigation be made
into tlie :;L'l._'llu'.::sillu_i-'-i.

| i

| S4LLS OF PROVERTY.

. ok 0 I LA

|  Messts, Chas. L. Griffiths aud Co Tepart solling
Mr. P. L Guok's paddacks of 17 acres at £13 e
acre, and 21 acred at £7 10/ per acre. situatodl

Ral to Wodongn (in conjunetion with Messrs. ¥

‘ Younghusband, Row and Co.




’ |l=’=n..ﬁ|c__.r 3
oxe . “si. YUenuing, 100 acvea; A, G. Wil 2% /4!..;.,
ACTES. To show cause against forieiture—paneh |

of Yangher: P. Cooley, 20Ul acres, recomimenind
that licence be not interferred with; M. Ilarming-
ton, sen., 308 acres, recommmended that licence be

forfeited and land made available.

COLERAINE. —At the local court on Wed-
nesday sx charges of stealing were preferred
against a young man named Hugh Pugh. In |
three of the cases he was charged conjointly with
. Elizebeth Jane Long. Six ownars identified and
/L ) 1 claimed two bicycles, a psrcel of rabbit skins,

. \s an umbrella, a buggy rug and some poultry.
R _ Pugh was sentenced 1o six moenths’ imprisonment
:. and two months
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