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PROCEEDINGS BEFORE CORONERS.

INQUISITION.

State of Dictoria,
to o1,

AN Inquisition for our Sovereign Lord King Edward VII., taken at 7/{(:2/ é« Lﬁ(Lf'ﬂw

./%/L/r\a_ AN é;ﬂ«vaL{ TR Nt BNl i i Ballaarat, in

the State of Victoria aforesaid, theC%\A@TLZV,ZQfW‘\-ﬁO - day
of a/{dfyz/%} —- A.D.190.2, inthe &ZC & F—2~ year of

the Reign of our said Lord the King before me, WiLrLiam Dickson, Gentleman, a

Coroner of our Lord the King for the said State upon the view of the body of W/V//

Pl ave ﬂc«-a%;lté/m W then ==

* Jugpr's Christian and swr- and there lying dead, upon the oaths of* (m fmv"—*’, T)Z\Wa*g:;ﬂ-%/ B
fﬁ%ﬁ/w;{, /7l rre " ./W.ed ﬂ%v, ﬂMWW, Md'
aﬂ.&lv p Dl asvn N2 «

7 G022
e (02

good and lawful men of Ballaarat,in the said State, who being duly sworn and charged to

inquire, upon the part of our Lord the King, when, where, how, and by what means the

i iblin i Mariafhe bl | Soryor My I
+ His or her. came byt 7R-g«~-deathgdo say upon their oath thatf on iy
+ Here state cause of death if

e U N S i R o IR
known; if unknown, doubtful, O% 5 5 4
or no evudence, state the fact , T ﬁ/b 7( :, M @
acecordwngly, using the words of a YtA} 19 0'2’ /¢
of the verdict of the Jury. * ,(7 . x
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In witness whereof as well the aforesaid Coroner as the Jurors aforesaid, have to

v O this Inquisition put their hands

A L) AR 2 g -
A Lt

P e
I § /
5.

__,,"f;/-/ = ./K ! L :;' __‘f;f::q:
/"”/ _;"f s % / o N ,""""' ui/ 2 e

. .
- . : =
i —

| .l ok P.M., Coroner.

* Here let each Juror sign his - %mm:ﬁbreman.
own name, or make his own

mark. :
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This Dep(ment*

VICTORIA, TO WIT.
on h oath saith, 1

¢ Christian and tBnor
Surname in reSld]I’lh at--
Jull.

the Crown.

Taken and Sworn before me the. = 1__'?E.V.?:?.?.T].-...:....-.. =
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VICTORIA POLICES

4

Station. W Lo, Police District.
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’% CORONER S INQ,UEST

This Deponent ™4 .

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h /g? oath saith, I am a___

/’@.-Wﬂ,z ,ﬁ%#’, 72 g(
WW //Q/M P AR #“‘

Taken and Sworn before me the KQJX?‘:‘“‘J\ day POOR ORIGINALS

of sl (@L at L/
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CORONER'S INQUEST.
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VICTORIA, TO WIT. _ '
on h/zf,) oath saith, I am a_____

residing at /\Z/f\%f#\-/ KA e
M k/a___, A—JQV/
e Rt ca i B i Ao R R

/ ')vtr
Taken and Sworn before me the "Z 2’ s day
of \Ma~cin [7@@ at Cﬂfﬁwm/) POOR ORIGINALS
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CORONER’S INQUEST.
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CORONER’S INQUERST.
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= This Deponent"'# Ly Lﬂﬁ( Aﬁ

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

#* Ohristian and
Surname
Jull
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» _ CORONER’S INQUEST.
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This D(*pun(*nt llam fara"‘ﬂa*}'}th

VICTORIA, TO WIT,
Government Mining Surveyo!r

B B R ARl T R e P e WM YO A

* Christian and residine at

surname n

Jull.

In consequence of instructions 1 received from the Mines Department,
I made an @wnderground survey of the Cardigan mine. That survey

" A" was finished last Tuesdey. I produce pland (Exhibit "A").

Witness explained plan to the Jury. It 1is a plan of the under=-

e

ground &}}uviaikwith the exception of new work. The blue is the
lower level intoc the balance shaft. The green i1s the intermediate
level. The plan shows position where bodies were found. No., 2
shoot shows where disaster is supposed to have taken place. Two
drives have been put in for an escape. There are doors for escape.
There is the shaft with the different strata passing through and
they hre down 80 feet in the bed rock again having driven and the

&

balance aft is shown and there is a ladder way, so'that the

sh
e
»
water could go down the ladder way and not into balance shaft. The

green i1s the bed rock. There are bores that they put up from the
intermediate to basalt rock that is throuch the bed rock. The No.
2 shoot 1s shown and the new rise they put up. I made my dis-
tances from point to point.

To Coroner - The balance 1s 39 feet 7 inches from rail; to rail.

i & I produce Mr. Reginald Murray's plan of Ballarat West. It is a

the goldfields. The Cardigan mine 1S not shown
1ittle outside - West of Winte;'s Freeheld.

The plan is Bbout twenty-~five years old. I procduce Government

e . . - . - .
C Parish plan of Cardigan (Exhibit "C") I have merked on it the

position of the Cardigan Mine and the Reform No. 6. All. England

Taken and Sworn before—me.the




CORONER’S INQUEST.
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,
on h oath saith, I am a.........

* Ohristian and residing‘ at .

Surname n

Jull

No. 1 and 2.\ No. 1 and 2 Winter's Freehold Ballarat West. The
3 in scale is shown on the plan 40 chains to the inch. This plan (Ex.D)
is part of the parish of Cardigan in the vicinity of the Cardigan @

Mine and it is drawn to a scale of eight chains to the inch to show

bores in the neighbourhood o€ the position of this shaft. No. 1,

bore, No. 2 bore and about sixteen chains further North, there are
three other bores, 4, 5, and 6 there. There 1s also a section of
the same bore, both of the shaft, and No. 1, 2 and 3 bores.

To Mr. Clarke = The bores are the Govermment Diamond Drill bhores.

1 1
Taken and Sworn before me the

e JARAL, 100 2 ot

Coroner. )
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This Deponent* Alfred Milllwood Wharton SimmS...

VICTORIA, TO WIT,
DR RN R SR kI M R i

bl G.hristlan and reSIding at_"_.,_---..........---+-----~~----“”"“""""""”' eSS sESeSE R TSN A S NSNS E SRS A I ASTIAAAS R ES LA AASSLAAS FLAARSSLARET S SSTAASSan s cass S LAS LSS LASFIRAEN

Surname n
Jull

I am Manager for Mr. Peacock who 1s the Legal Manager of the
Cardigan Proprietary Gold Mining, Company No Liability and has
been for some months.

J Wt

‘Letter from Mr. Peacock (Ex: "EY)

I produce minute book (Ex: "F") of Director's meetings with

certificate of registration annexed.

Bundle of correspondence put in and not marked.

Coroner.




CORONER’S INQUERST.
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This Deponent*_.......,..m_..A.I’.l.d-l.‘.’.%iw...,.1.1?."‘-.-,31‘.‘..TL.S.“._....-_-___...........
VICTORIA, TO WIT,

® Ohristian and 111 ORI T TR ) 2 e T o TN g 2 R
Surname n r681dlng at.- T s———— TR SRR R ERE LR L : g

Jull

I am the Mine Manager of the Cardigan Proprietary Gold Mining
Company. I reside at 199 Dana Street, Ballarat. I was in

the gservice of the Company,as Manager from March 2nd. 1897 to

the 22nd. March 1898 and from the 12th. September 1901 to the
present. That Mine is an alluvisal mine, Before 1 was employed
with the Company I was not employed as Manager to any other
alluvial mine. I had‘exPerience as a working miner in alluvial
for about thirty years. That was before my appointment to this
Companye 1 was the Manager at the time of the disaster. It
scccurred on the morning of the 19th. of March at about 1 o'clock
in the morning as near as I can get at it. On the 19th. of

March I arrived at the Mine at about half past e+ three in the

morning. ‘A messenfer was sent to me. When I.arrived at the mine

the pumps were stopped and I was informed that the Mine had been
flooded and that there were seven men below. The cage was down

with Joseph Stride and Stephen Hall on it. At about a quarter to

four they came up with Mr. Simpson in the cage. He was one of

the men workine below. From the statements from Simpson and
Heggarty and McGrath who had got,up before I arrived at the mine,
and told me that the mine had been flooded about that time -~ one

or half past one - and that two of the truckeys were entombed on
the top of the baslance shaft and as far as they knew there were

two others that were dead near the No., 1 shoot, the cage was sent

Taken and Sworn before me the . ...

ISR (4 S e

Coroner.
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CORONER’S INQUERST.
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,
on h TN TR R s b sk SN N O O P L 9. ) O S M W0 )

* Ohristian and B i o O ey it

Surname n
Jull

down and it was ascertained that there was five feet,s1x inches of
water on the chamber. The tanks were got ready as early as possible.
Bailing was started with two, 250 gallon tanks and the pumps were
again started to work and after a great deal of trouble they

cleared themselves of the silt that had accumulated at the bottom.
The pumping and bailing were carried on with all speed. After
bailing the most of that day we found,that the water had receded

four inches. On the further examination two hours afterwards, we

found it had risen seven inches. In an hour or two it had risen

thirty feet up the shaft. The pumping and bailing were continued

on till the truckers were got ocut and the bodies recovered. KEvery-
thing was done to get the bodies out. The first discovery was -
Gegrge King and William Simpson., They were recovered on,Thursday
or Friday morning at one o'clock alive. William Mansfield and
John Hunteér's body were recovéred on the following day, at the
intersection of No. 1 shoot where they branch off. That is called
the No. 1 branch. Hinter' s body was also recovered there. The
cleaning up of the drive was proceeded with and John 0'Keefe's body
was found sixty feet EBast of No. 2 shoot. It was on the third of
April when the bodies were found. The podies were smashed up.

From the appearance of the bédies, I would not come to the conclusion

that the earth had collapsed and smashed them. I think they woul d
be broken up by beinz washed down the shoot or falling down the

shoot. If the timbers had fallen down, they would not have conme

Taken and Sworn before me the

A BT e

Coroner. )




CORONER’S INQUEST.
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This Deponent™®.........

VICTORIA, TO WIT,
on h T TR TN Yo T R LR

® Christian and TR N A

Surname
full

down the shoot. The opinicn that I formed was that they,were
smashed cominz down the shoot and they had fallen to the bottom.
The plan (Ex: "G") is the locality plan and the plan of the lease
also showing the working up to the end of No. 1 shcot West.

I produce plan of my workings on the Western gutter (Bxs "K").
The whole of the work has been executed under my instructions at
the mine. It does not g0 back;to/1897. It only goes back to
September 1901. It showS the whole of my workings. 1 have np
other pland the others are only tracings. The tracins was made
to produce here or for any reference that éhould be required. It
wasmade for me and sent to the Company gsince the disaster. These
are ,all the plans 1 have. I produce record book of the Company
(Ex: "K") in which I have to make the entries required by the
Mines Act. It contains entries of previous Managers. The first
entries in the book are W. Nobles'. I doc not know what the

beginning of the book is. Russell, Skewes, and Noble were Managers.

My first entry was on the 6th. of September. I have nc other

books. I have letters sent to me by the Company since my appolntment!

I produce all the letters I have received since I toock charge from:

—

the 12th. of pte from the Legal Manager's O0ffice (Ex: "L")

The plan "H" is on the same scale as the portions on the top of
FU%LM*

plan "G". Oneh}s 100 feet th the inch and the other 40 feet to the

inchs The tracing shows the whole of the workings. (Witness

marked on plan "H" to show where bodies were found No. 1 W.Mansfield,

r 1
T'aken and Sworn before mie the

B

L T I RS TSI
-----------------
iiiiiiiiiiii
--------------------------------------------
------------------------------------
L

.\\_
' Coroner. )




CORONER’S INQUEST.
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This Deponent™.....

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am a.......

® Ohristian and

Surname reSldlng at

Jull

R R RS R s

r~ T

No. 2 J. Hunter, No. 3 J. 0'Keefe). I see Exhibit "A" marked by
Mr. Barsgwanath. That plan ie correct as far as I can tell. We
have had no previous disaster in the Mine through water. Before
this disaster occurred we had no warning that there was likely to
be a disaster of that sort. Ve never got any warning of any sort
from the workmen. The workmen never told me there was any danger
there. I formed no opinion as to whether there was any danger.

I did not consider there was any danger. I do not know that 1
can €xpress any opinion. I had an opinion in the beginning but

recent development has somewhat upset 1it. My first opinion was

that we had a,fissure in the rock or a tailing out of the rock.

The rock has become weak and that the water has been concealed in the

rock overhead. That was my first opinion. My present opinion

since the development has taken placé‘zl am inclined to think that
there was & channel of water or channel of ground filled with
basaltic boulders and water on the South side of No. 2 shoot or a
basaltic fault. This I may explain has not been developed, 1n
order to form a correct opinion whethBr there is anything in 1t or
not. The Inspector of Mines was Mr. Fitches. He visited me once.
since September in an officlal way. That was on the fourth of
February. He inspected the Mine through. He went throusgh every
face of the mine that was open. My record book was examined and Mr.

Fitches went through the mine into all the faces. The faces that

were open near where the disaster occurred were three faces up the

Taken and Sworn befére me: the

Bt

Coroner.




CORONER’S INQUEST.

mewkuw- e e T e T e
- m &8

This Depahent® ...

VICTORIA, TO WIT,.
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* Ohristian and residing at_*"_ s emsEAesEaa.—————— ] LA 0

Surname »
Jull

one below. There were no un-official visits to

all

recollection, I had no knowledge of the working of the 634 /np

England shaft. I made inquiries about 1t before the disaster
from the workmen around the locality and the olad residents.
William Neville,,David Adems, snd one of the Strides. I made

imquiries from them when I was there first 1in 1897 and have since

September.

I l1earnt there was a considerable amount of reef dri-

ving done and sbout forty feet driven in the wash and no gold. I
l1earnt that there was a little water in sinking the shaft and 1
was sunk with a seven inch 11ift and primitive plant

years ago. I made nc inquiries about the Reform nor

‘s Freehold. (Witness explained from the tracing what

they did while he was working). He pointed out the balance way,

the ladder shaft, the intermediate level, No.l énd 2 shoot, the

end of the workings from No. 1 shoot). That ground is worked

from No. 1. The other portion is worked from No. 2.intermediate

level marked blue extended into No. 2 shoot. Ve worked out

portion of the ground. The other portion was taken out before 1
All

took charge. 1t was down when I took charge.ef the ground to the

North East of that shown on my plan "H' was worked out and was down.

When I took charge of the mine, we were on the point shown on plan.

Porticn was blocked out and the ground.was down where "out' is writ-

ten. No. 2 South West drive - that was up to where the eross cut

opens out. It would b 70 feet from the opening the main wash

Taken and Sworn before-me the

Coroner. )
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This Deponent*....-........--..-...._ A

VICTORIA, TO WIT,

on h ginth hatithy ) oA s

* Christian and residing‘ at

Surname n

Sull

T

drive. It was extended 25 or 30 feet. Cross drive was put 1in
about twenty-five feet to the old ground. In my reports to the
Company I did not describe the crosscut. I described,the workings
in my reports. It is only the main or leading crosscuts that

are described (Witness showed where outburst occurred). All the
eround to the East of it was worked out before we worked to the
West then we took out the West. We worked back having taken all
the wash out on one side, we went ahead and worked the wash back
to that and then it came down. I looked at the surface to see
whether it had subsided. It had not subsided. There 18 nNo sur-
face subslidence cf our ground and all the ground with the exception
of o 1little where we were working has fallen 1in.

Question - If you cut out a lot of stuff and it falls 1n there

must be a cavity ?

Answer - I never fcrmwﬁn idea of the =ize of the cavity overhead.

There is no surface subsidence. I produce Company's letter book
(Ex: "M"),

Minins Manager's Reports were then produced and read by Mr. Barrett.
The prospecting drive in my report of the 1l4th. November 1901
refers to the one coming down South. We gave it up because we did
not find any ground. The shoot referred to in the report is No.l
The word "Report" means press report. The copy of the press
report goes to the office and is sent to the papers. The press

report is a condensed report. It is made as short as possible.

Taken and Sworn befére-me the

................................................. 190 .

Coroner. )
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,
on h Ty T ih T ) (B T

®* Ohristian and residing R

Surname
Jull

The report of the Directors is a resumé of the whole work. I did

not consider it necessary to give the whole of the information in

the press reporis.

If you had any-thing to make ihe shares go down, 1t would

Q. -

not be put in the press reports 7

A. 1f I was instructed to do 1t. I got éome of my instructigns

verpally. I do not kncw that I can show any instructions from

the directérs that I was to omit anything from my press reports.

Report 3rd. January 1901. (read by Mr. Barrett).

mThe weekly reports are open to the shareholders. I communicate

with the press once a week. The weekly reports to the Directors

should be exactly the same as you give to the press 7 (interjected

Mr. Barrett)

The weekly reports included all the daily reports that go down. I

was instructed verbally thatz the general reporis were open to the

sharehoclders.

Q. - You told me as far as T understand that you were not to give

the same information to the press as to the shareholders, I sald

supposing anything occurred likely tc send the shares down, Yyou

-A-O - YpSi

I produce another instruction 1in writing. 18th. December 190l

(read by Mr. Barrett). "here ics nothing in that to justify my

S -

sendine a different report to the press and Directors. i got no

Taken and Sworn before me the

e ay ) el

Coroner. )
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,

on h oath saith, I am a

* Christian and 1‘(:5.‘.i(1i]]5‘ ;lt.

Surname J:f.‘»

Jull.

instructions in writing to suppress any of my press reports.

been instructed verbally by the previous Legal Manager Mr

ol &

What instréctions did you get from Mr. Ryall ¥

A, Mr. Ryall instructed me that 1 was 10 give a fortnightly

report to the Directors, & full report to the Directors but to

condense the report and not put down the value of the mine for this

week as it may improve again next. from

anybody else. They were the only

Ryall for justifying me 1n doing what I have done.

Reports 1l4th., 16th. and 17th. November (read by Mr. Barrett)

Mr. Barrett asked Witness to explain difference between blocking

and paneling ¥

A.- Blocking is done with two legs and cap and back laths put on

and paneling is only one prop put up with a lath on top. Blocking

is done in loose ground - Pancling 1s done in tousgh, hard ground.

You cannot work hesby ground with paneling. Blocking is required

in heavy ground, and paneling 1in the easier ground. That 1s the

difference.

Reports dated 21st. 22nd, 27th. 28th. and 29th. November (read by

Mr. Barrett).

The carbon book now produced (Ex: "N") is used because I thought 1t

would be more convenient and quicker.

e \

Report December 2nd. 1901 (read by Mr. Barrett).

Taken and Sworn beforesme the
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on h oath saith, I am a

* Christian and L e ans "
Surname n 1(-:'-"“11“5 tlt

Jull,

In this report the drive mentioned 1s a drive from No. 2 shoot golng,

to old -ground. {

Reportd dated 6th., 10th., 14th, 15th., and 19th. and 20th. Decemper

(read by Mr. Barrett).

Te letter from the Board dated 18th. December mentioned in the
Report was also read. The drive Loin; North East 1s the one they
asked me how I proposed to work. We were driving and cross—cu ting
and working in the cross-cut. We were working both sides of the
open place shown on plan. We were still working on the East side.
We had no water at all then. The water mentioned is in another
drive altogether. The ground had dipped under foot and I was asked
how I proposed to work the ground that had dipped under foot.
Mr. Barrett read Report stating that Manager proposed to take out
payable in the ordinary way.
means in the ordinary way of mining, of cross—cutting

and blocking. On the same day I sent a second report because the

letter is only a reply to the letter from the Board and in addition

to that I sent my weekly report. The stream of water came from the
drive. The looser ground means gravelly ground. The stream came
from the wash in the gutter. We had fair streams coming from that.
None came from overhead. The fair stream of water, referred to
water coming out of the alluvial. There was very little.

Qe Do you call a very little water a fair stream of water 7

A. - Yes, it would mean about a half a stroke on the pumps.

Taken and Sworn before. me the
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-

eam did not indicate anything anusual. I have got &8 rec-

ow the pumpes were working. The punps at that time were

five and a half strokes and had been runnins from when 1

took charge till the February month having been running five and

half because there was water coming from the Eastern workings.

The water was coming out of the gutter. The water was coming on

the Eastern side of the shaft. The Bastern workings were &all

far as I know. I have never seen these workings. I am

under the impression that they were sganding because the ground

waz of such & solid nature. I should imaginee Dby the nature of the

country that the ground would not COME down after driving throug

it. I never took any means to ascertain except Ifrom my imegination

There were about three and & half strokes from the Eastern workings

The men that work he ground assured me a&nd the previous Manager

sceyred me that everything up there was secure. &t would cost a

good deal of money in order to get fresh pipes and ventilation to

get up merely to explore it, to see 1if it were secure. I do not

know that it would matter to me whether that part of the workings

tumbled in or note.

Mr. Barrett -~ On the 20th. December there is a press report at

the bottom of the report of that date.

I 1eft out reference to the water in the press report because

thoueght it was of no consequence to report that the water was SO

ttle. Mining men would have laughed at it. It is in this, for

s
SWOorn: DO A thel. o r 2 Jva- ol S8 s o day

1
d

Taken an

T AN R AR R D 190 T R B




CORONER’S INQUEST.

S S N S uwwvvxfm
a = -

This Deponent™.........mmmmsoe e BRI Rl s Rl T S e

VICTORIA, TO WIT,

on h 0BLh BAIEH, T BIN B...oeocmesmemmsrserscrrsrrsssssss ot et o

* Ohristian and ]_‘L’?Hi(““”' at
O

Surname n

Jull.

+the first time because 1 considered it was of no importance whatever

Qe If it is of no importance, why put it in ¥
A. I kept the Company posted up in every degsil but I considered
i+ of no importance to anyone. I reported 1t because it is merely

a progressive report to the office.

The mine was working.

would not keep the parties full. That was the reason they wer

short-handed.

Minutes of Director's meeting £0th. DeC%mber(read by Nir. Barrett.
How did you insist upon the North West being extended ¥
The mine was on tribute and the tributors were not always

willing to carry out the Mining Manager's instructions with regarad

They were getting“funky". They were getting no
=0ld, and they would not drive any prospecting drives.
Q. - What do you mean by giving out falr streams of water ¥

A. A trickle is a fair stream of water. 1t mskes the ground

o 1ittle heavier having to combat with the water.

Adjourmment till 2 o'clock.
Mr. Barrett read - "Being very heavy and loose Ior working"
Q. - What is the cause of the ground heing heavy and loose 7?

A. It is caused by having a little more wash in the face and

you mey be approaching the rising reel which causes it to slip
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It does not follow that it
It is sometimes.
How do you pwopose to drain it ?
A. By the ordinary method of cross-cutting and driving through
it. I am only dealing with the water that 1is in the wash. 1t
does not follow that the water in the wash 1s connected with the
water overiead. It is only the water in the wash. It 1s not
always directly connected with the wash. It just depends upon the
amount of the alluviel. It might have & little water running through
it.
Reports January 2nd. and 7th. 1902 (read by Mr. Barrett).
Going on fairly well means, the work done by the tributors.
Report 8th. January (read by Mr,., Barrett).
The Bast drive mentioned is the ground back of the shoot. 1 wanted ,

‘[(ru. l/{l

them to push the prospecting drive further. I was not satisfied

that they had gone far enough. It was not because I was afraid that
-i'-‘ﬂ» -
the thing would go down $#kae#é ‘I took the supports away.

The reef drive would be extended from No. 2 to No. 3 shootT.

Mr., Barrett).
Q. - Did you say that none of the tributors left at any time 1in
consequence of being dis-satisfied with the safety of the mine ¥
A Yes. and never spoke to me on the subject nor me to them.
Jarmary 13th. Report (read by Mr. Barrett).

Fair work was not
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