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If we block the ground it always comes down. It preaks and cComes

down. The larger the area the greater the fall of ground. In tle

0ld ground workings we encountered reddish sandg, Since the 1n-

burst of the 18th. I have not seen any traces of red sand 1in the

ground. By red sand I mean reddish wash. The Eastern works are

deeper than where we are working. The watler could not have come

The Rastern workings are 18 feet 6 1inches lower

than from No. 1 to No. 2. The water could not have accumulated

there as it would have brousght the reddish water with 1t. 1 have

made careful search for that and have not discovered any reddish

water or sand. "Heavy description' means swelling. The char-

acte

ristic of the ground in that particular gutter is of a heavy

swelling nature like yeast and flour. By that 1 mean the alr gets

into the reef or clay and causes it to press or swell against the

t imber. The reef of the drive does not suffer a great deal, the

legs break. It is the action of the air getting into the clay as

we open it up and when the water touches 1t 1s worse than ever.

That causes the legs to give way and not the cap pieces. That was

the characteristic of my workings all through. Right throusgh the

history of the mine. I did not consider there was any welght

overhesad.

The cap pieces were very little broken. The legs were

broken and brought in at the bottom. As we were working along on

either side we had the rock laid bare. As we came down we could

gee the rock overhead. Unéder these circumstances I never heard of

'
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bores beins put into the rock, to bore 1it.
Mr. Barrett objects "No such thing has been said as to bores

being put intoc the rock'.

Bores went to the rock and not through the rock. 1 have never
heard of a bore being put up to the rock when it is bare on each
gside. I did not think there was any danger whatever. 3Since the
inburst I have noct been able to discover the stone or infusorial
earth. It 1is usually found in Cardigan, That 1s the only place
I have seen it. Previous to the inburst I have never seen it.
Mr. Barrett objects - "He never saw any'. "He told me he knew
mine
nothing about the sreund except his workings'.
I have never seen it 1n the Cardigan mine before the inburst about
here though 1t existed in one portion in the bore but I never saw
it. I never saw any sign of it before the inburst. Since the
inburst there is a good desal of it cominzg away. This stone is .
acench
usually found in 1lake deposits that is deposits of the distinct
lake beds. I_do not think i1t came out of that working. Since the
inburst I have found the stuff produced fossilised wood and in-
fusorial earth and rock. Prior to the inburst we have got nothing
in the mine of that kind. It never came from any of the workings

about. The 0ld ground that is abandoned we put in stacks for the

purpose of seeing that the ground was properly drained. We put a

culvert on the ground and a@ross stack built with firewcod. It is

O feet lonz by the width of the drive. They are crossed in order
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to come through. The drive is
£i11ed with this hollow firewood. It 1s stacked to the roof. It
would be 4 or & feet high accordinzg to the height:-of the drive.
There were nine or ten put in. All that were necessary were put
in, It is not possible for the old ground to have contained the
water that has been pumped. The 0l1ld ground would not contain the
amount of water that was deposited in the first 24 hours. Since
the accident there has been a developement in the workings.
My theory as to these boulders beinz present is that it is a
narrcw channel filled with basalfic boulders of a very open
nature, Loose basaltic boulddrs. A separate channel ocutside a
wasy channel altogether. I call it a separate channel or fault.
A fault is when anything exceptional comes into the bed rock or
gilurian. It means a break in the bed rock. The increase of
water had made no appreciable difference in the height of the water
in the shaft, The water did not rise 3 inches on the plat. The

bursts were not causing any difficulty whatever. It raised it

3 to 4 inches on the plat at the most. From the time of the last

increase of water to the time of the accident, the water continued:
to decrease gradually. It was down to hal# a stroke per minute
from those workings. There is no truth in the statement that the
tributors left because there was danger in the mine. I had

plenty of applications from men who knew the character of the

ground, to work there. They were district miners. That is miners
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shout Rallarat from whom we had the applications. We put a rod
touchinz the roof of the wash and there was no water in it. The
reason why I did not report to Mr. Fitches was I did not conéider
it of sufficient importance. I did not thinks the water was troub-
ling us enough to add any danger. I based that on my previaus
experience in this and in other mines. It was a little more than
we had in October. There was nothing importan 1in the increase.
The bottom of the rock is the hardest portion. It is the part
over the head of the drive. To bring that rock down 1t would
require some abnormal pressure and there would be no possibility
of that rock coming down unless there was some break or fissure
in the rock. There is no probgbility of it coming down except
there is a very large area open. Where 1 was working the wash
was 40 to B0 feet wide. There was no great area there. In my
opinion there must have been some break or fissure in the rock to
have caused the accident. I could not have in any way provided
against that by taking any precaution unless I knew the fisgsure
was there., I would have no means of discovering the fissure. The
figsure would be exposed when the ground came downe If the
ground came down 2 or 3 days after we worked it and the fissure
was then exposed or opeéned up the water would come through. 1
crawled through the ground'and examined 1t carefully and saw no
water accumulated there. As to the cause of the accident my

opinion is that the rock had tailed out or there had been a
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fissure zoinz through the country. - A recent development had

>

thrown another light on it and it may perhaps have some lmportant
pearins on it before it is over. I could see nothing there that
would reasonably 1lead me to believe that there was a dangerous
aceumulation ahead of me, If I was going to work again tomorrow
at that mine, I would follow out the same arrangements as 1 have
done before. If a drive had been constructed from the balance
shaft to the No. 2 shoot the lives of the men would not have been
saved because they would not reach that part, they were killed in
the shoot. My Report to my Directors was a detailed report of the

internal workings. We always kept our gpuund well timbered.

Re-examined by Mr. Barrett -

As to yeast being put into flour I have no idea to what size 1t

would swell. The ground is of that description. As soon &as the
moisture touches it it starts to swell out like yeast and flour.

We took out 4 feet by 6 feet and in 48 hours it has been closed.
Pottion of the cause of that closing would not be pressure but

from the reef itself. I suppose Yyou would call that pressare ,

the spongy nature of it. We have a great deal of it in the Cardigan'
Proprietary. It followed all up the gutter. I sald the pumps were
in fair order. It is not entered up that the pumps were in fair
order, We did not enter up all these little things and &cs. There
1s nothing in the records about the pumps not being in order.

The record book was kept for the Inspector of Mines. I did not
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paste in the press reports. It is not my work. Everything 1°
considered was in good order. The puups were repaired four dasys
after the disaster. They would not throw twice as much water
after they were repaired but 2bout 10 or 15 per cent more. Not

50 per cent. The pumps had a great deal of wear and tear previous
to that from the time of the disaster till we repaired them
during four @ays. I did not think 1t necessary to keep the

pumps in order. As to the statement in the letter in the 10th.

October *The All England shaft is full to the surface so we could
get no idea of the water or other matters"' Mr. Ryall's letter of
the bth. October explains that. In October I had a discussion

with Mr. Ryall with the probability of tapping the new run of

ground. I do not know what "in reference to the water coming in"

means, It would refer to the burst that took place on the 9rd.
October. I an{Ry=2ll had conversation and he wrote a letter and I
went over tothe All England shaft to look at it It does not Tefer
to the sweatine of the water. It refers to the burst on the 3rd.
OQctober. I wrote to Ryall saying that I had seen the shaft and

it was full of dirt. I did not go over with the i1dea of seelng
whether it came from the All England Company. I could not see

how the water could come from the All England. The ground coming

down 1n Octover was not in consequence of water.

Letter of 23rd, October and Novemeber Hth., (read by Mr. Barrett)

o *&aA

>4 "Blocking nghﬁo be stopped" That was nothing to do with the
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the pressure of water. I sald vesterday I never put in bore with

the view of ascertaining whether there was water overhead, 1-still
ajdheree to it today. I put them up to test the height . I sailid
to test the character of the ground to Mr. Clarke. It 1s no
different to what I said yesterday. The object of boring 1is to
tast the character of the ground overhead and you may have various
reasons. One reason is the thickness of the wash and another the
value of the wash and if there is any water and you make your

provision against it. 1 never put a bore in for the express pur-

pose of looking for water. On the Top of the wash I found pus.

I+t has held water back. If it is holding water 1 g htH?Hﬁah the
I d4did not go fﬁ%ﬁg Refore I had bursts we had
five énd a half strokes and when we had the burst 1it fose from
five and a half to nine, that is the increase. There was no in-
crease until the 28th. February. Then we got the inburst. I did
not think it necessary to mention inbursts to anyone excepPt the
Directors. I am not a geologist. In sinking the shaft 1 was
there and sunk a portion of it. There have heen petrified fruits
found in the Haddon Lead. I have known petrified fruits being
found in the deeper portion of the mine, 100 feet from where we
were working. A different wash dirt from what we were getting from
this end., If I found any at the end where we were working 1t

would surprise me. It would convey some idea as to the finding o¢f

the fossil fruits. There is nothines very stazgering about 1it. 1t

1 1
Taken and Swornthéfore methe,

C-ff'l roner.




\
P

VICTORIA, TO

* Christian and
sSurname n
Jull.

Mr.

CORONER’S INQUEST.

S e G N G N e N G e

This Deponent™....
on h oath saith, I am

would never convey to me ihe suggestion that I had met with
exactly what I have met in the other part of the ground. It was
only found after the disaster.

Eeho 2nd. June (Mr, Barrett read report).

lvgié of mystery". These are not my words. That report 1s not

my idea. There was some mention made of it. I did not write
that. They are my ideas at present. When that development took
place they were my ideas. I conveved my ideas to Simms . 1
merely reported it to him. I do not know whether it came from him
That was my ideaion the date of June 2nd., 1 read tiae Echo.
Echo June 4th. (lMr. Barrett read).
1 was at the mine. ¥The boulders it contained were held together
in a2 solid mass’. It is pretty solid. It was dry and water wasy
still coming from ahead of it. The water was right over the top
of No. 2 shoot. It has been drained. The rest of the water 18
cominz away shead of it from the other ground.

Clarke rose to re-cross—-examine -
Mr. Barrett objects.
Mr. Clarke asked to ask a question in reference to the pumps and
also as to the earth and fossilised wood.

Coroner - "He has told all about that’.
Mr. Clarke - "Mr. Barrett has thrown a wede of mystery over that®
Coroner - "Mr, Harris had every opportunity to explain if he

wanted. If he fell in with Mr, Barrett's views by mistake, he

Taken and Sworn befere—me-the
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could correct them'.

Witness to Mr. Clarke - "I always found the pumps wuite adequate
to cope with the water in the condition they were 1in. We got
none of the earth in the higher workings and found none while
drivine or cross-cutting. I believe there was some found in the
lower works. It must have come from overhead somewhere.'

To the Jury - "The distance of the last horse from the supposed

burst was six feet. That was from where the me*furned in to go

inteo their faces to work. 1 have not located the burst. It was

put up 6 feet from where the men turned in. One party was 16 ft.

North and the other about the same distance West from where they
turned in. We have had no idea of constructing an air drive or
escape drive from the balance shaft to the main shaft. The matter
was talked over and they would 1like to put it throusgh but the want
of finances prevented it. It would have cost from £150 to £200,
That would be about 235 to 240 feet where I would want to drive

it in order to utilise the drive, -The length of legs used for
blockinzs were 4 feet and 3 feet 6 ins. The reef would not swell
50 per cent in a week on the South portion. It was not loose
ground. We never had nany runs. If they both met 1t would only
leave a vacancy between the rock and the drive. There would be
two feet of vacancy between the top of the rock if it collapsed.
To the Coroner - Witness hére described how a man would get from

the main shaft He would have to o0 @own No. 2 shoot and along
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the intermediate sheet” and down balance shaft and 1nto main shaft.
They got- down the balance shaft by the ladder way and then up the
main shaft. This is about 300 yards from the ladder way. 1If
there had have been a drive along the intermediate level it would
have been of no advantage. It would never save any life., It
would be an advantage if it had been driven for ventilation as

to the future it would not be an advantage to put 1t in to save

1ife, The distance would be 204 feet long 1if con%tructggfufggi

were never prevented doing necessary work owing to want of funds.
The mine was just paying its way the last two or three months,
Previous to that it was call paying. The line the Cardigan 1s on
is supposed to be the Sago Hill and Bunker's Hill Lead. They are
draining in the direction towards the Ascot Deep Leads that 1is
the Cardigan Mine. The Ascot Deep Leads 1s North West of Ballarat
It would be 6 miles from my claim. Going the other wsay it comes
off the hill and takes its rise from Bunker's Hill and Sagoc Hill.
The All England claim 1s 18205 or 1827 feet South West from cut
main shaft., I have no knowledge of their workings. Walsh's claim
was a shallow shaft sunk in Walsh's paddock. It is somewhere
about two or three thousand feet. It is filled upe I have never

seen 1t. It is nearly due West from our mine. I do not know what

depth it is. I believe it is filled up from the bottom. I
imagine we were draining the whole of the higher portions of the

country with our claim,

Taken and Swosn-before-me the
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of country. I think the water was coming from the whole of the

mastern workings and draining the whole of it. I think the

Western portion of the country would be all drained t00. it

would get to the shaft praesiealr:y through tihe shaft cutting the

rock and it would drain that distance. The water was running

towards the shaft that 1s the Western water is all coming towards

our shaft. I have had large experience of the Ballarat country

generally. This is a very wet country. The higher portions are

usually dry, the lower portions are usually wet., By lower portions

T mean 230 feet from the surface. We are only 150 feet down. 1

-

do not know whether the country is full of springs. 1 have

never seen any., The source of thenfock% is from undercurrents.
I think the water comes from the rock. I cannot say where it
but it is characteristic of the rock that there are
fissures through it., These are known to be filled with
water. 1In all alluvial the rock contains the water. 1 had to
every 24 hours and I had to record &= in a
sked to furnish a plan of my mine. I made
inquiries of pland@ of the other csun%%éﬁg\from people who were
supposed to have worked there, I was informed that there was a
plan of the All England and other claims but I could not get 1it.,
I never gzot the pland and I do not know where they are to be had,

They would have been mseful to me.

Wednesday afternoon Mr. Harris recalled,
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Te the Jury - The Company never suggested to me to have flood-
rates in the drives. We have one practical miner on our Board of
;‘5., - W 4 L _

nirectors (Mr. Wright) who lives in Ballarat. He visits the mine

about once a month, sémetimes ocftener.
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I was iﬁgpggiin;h?ll the mines over the district at the time the
accident occurred. I have worked 15 years in alluvial mines
right off. I never had the management of any alluvial. 1 have
been manager for 6 years in quartz. I inspected this mine from
time to time and have my books showing the dates on which 1 in-
spected. My last inspection was on the 4th. February preevious

to the accident. On the 4th. February I inspected every working

part of the mine. 8/11/99'was one date when I visited. 1 have

taken from my book the entries relating to this Mine (Exhibit "Q")

Those are all the entries in my books relating to the Cardigan .
I was telegraphed for to the Mount William at the time of the
disaster., §ireached the mine at 2 o'clock next morning., When I
arrived at the mine on the 20th. I found that the report that an
accident had occurred was true. Pumping and bailing were going
on at a pretty stiff rate and we sounded the water and found it
was too high to get below and after examining the machinery in-
creased the speed of the pumps to about fifteen strokes gradually.
And with the increased output of water we were enabled to venture
below that e§§¢ing, about 8 o'clock I think, We found that the
water was too high to proceed, up to our necks and we came up and
kept the pumps and tanks going until after midnight, 1 or 2 o|cla:k
in the morning. We made another attempt and managed to get into

the balance shaft although with difficulty to where thgysupposed

the missing men to be. We were successful in getting the men
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Simpson and King. We found them on top of the balance shaft. We
brought them down and got them to the surface as soon as possible
and did not wait to argue the point and we pumped away then till
we got the water off the plat and started cleaning up. When we
cleaned up we-s8en$¢ the sand and explored the other portion of the
ground we found the dead bodies of Mangfield and Hunter up towards
No. 1 branch drive. One was lying on top of the debris in the
intermediate drive. Hunter's bhody was tangled in the debris in

: ) wer ™
the points where No. 1 and No. 2 Junction. The bcd¥ wes broken

up very much arnd theother —wWas—brorenr—urve lo8 m ¥e

continued the cleaning for a week or two longer and got to 0'Keefe'! s¢
body up $e Hear No., 2 shoot 70 or 80 feet from it. It was also
broken up very much., The drive was scleaned as far as No. 3. The
missing body could not be discovered . We then started drives off

the main drive to get intoc the workings to tap the water or find

1f there was any water there, we succeeded for a shift or two in

: . ‘ RN
getting a farr stream of water but the &hole block mede water stopFw

A
We then started operations in the left hand side of the drive for

the purpose of putting up the rises for water and the main shoot.
These drives have been complﬁted, shut up and a drive driven 10

feet towards No. 2, when I was relieved by Mr. Agnew. I saw

nothing there to justify me in forming an opinion why it occurred

Only the debris, the rock and infusorial earth and decayed woody

matiter.,. 1 cannot Y W 1t occurred except that the ground came

Taken and Sworn before methe
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down from the ground being blocked out and above that there

would be a channel of drift and water. DEetween the rock and what
came down there would be &8 cavity. There may have heen water in
theveavity. I have heard reports read. Previocus to my hearimg
them read in court, I did not know anything of thelir contents.
Bither from what the manager told me nor from reading. In my case
it was of importance that I should have known of the burst of sand
and water that occurred in the report of 16th. March two or & days
before the accident I think the date was. I am sure 1 should have

been informed of that occurrence. If I had been informed of that

sccurrence I should have inspected and formed an opinion after-

wards from my own experience to judge what would have been done,
From what I have read of the reports I do not think that 1 would
have allowed the men to g0 on blocking there. 1 would not allow
men to have gone on blocking I would have considered that if a

burst of water such as has been described carried some sand with

it, an effort should be made tc find out where the burst came from.

Aov e

If the ground we 4id not come down I would put a wa&i\up. 1f the

vt

ground was down.arWﬂiiAﬁas not necessary. I would put up a water

rise if necessary. You can touch the rock 7 or 8 feet overhead

in that particulsr pert. In the extreme West end I have not seen
ywylww '

it. Between 1 and 2 AI have seen it. The bore is the first thing

to put up for the purpose of locating the water. A bore 1s always

put up before the rise is put up to know what is overhead. I did

Taken and Sworn befere-me-the
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not ask the Mine Manager for his reports. It 1s not my business
to ask for his private reports. It did not strike me that I
shoutd ask for his reports when I was inguiring 8as to the cause
of the accident. All I could demand 1is the diary. I believe 1
asked him if he had a previous burst of water. He salid he had a
few but nothine to speak of. I have heard his method ¢f working
described. There is nothing wréeng with it at all. Apart from

the water question there was nothing to find fault with., 1 ex-
amined his record book . There is no reference whatever in 1t &<

to the water bursts. I made no casual visits apart from the offic-

ial. There is no more dangerocus work in an alluvial mine than

e~

blocking where there is working on &&e,side. That is the working

where I would expect special danger of a collapse and where I
would take special precsutions as to water overhead 1f it was deep

ground.

" Could there not have been more danecercus work than to be
g

N o b A NS

LB

beginning at the centre piece with the workings on each side %
Ao There is a solid block on one side. I put up some bores,the
firest was from the intermediate level whilst cleamibng out the drive.
There were three bores up between the end of the blocking and the
beginning of the blocking, We gOt into old timber, the bores went
into 0ld ground and timber and me'got fast in the timber with all
three of them. The indide one was put up. There were three bores

put up there and the through the bed rock and into old ground

Taken and Sworn before mis the
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and timber. {(Mr. Fitches marked the 3 bores on plan) Those are

the three that went into broken ground. We went up the drive and
started enother bore about 150 feet past No. 8 2 in the inter-
nediate under the blocked out ground. We put up four bores altoget -
her . Two of them got fitchered. This means rast and broken,

mwo bores were lost and the remainder went through into old ground
and timber whthout getting any water. That was 8bout 30 feet
high. That is all the bores W€ put on the level. We started to
drive and put 2 bore 8 or 10 feet from the gstrip where the young
man was working who was lost, under where the water was supposed

to have come .through. We had a gocod strean of water there for a

2

couple of days and the bore got choked and the water stopped.

pore did not go into the water, it went into the soft stuff. The

bore touthed water in the dirt and that ran for a couple of shifts

and closed. We put up 3 or 4 bores in the same place and two of

them ran and then closed. hey went into gravel, through reel
then we opened up drive and put up a water rise within b feet of
the wash dirt workings and we backed that over and bored from
there and could not zet any water at all. We opened out opposite
No. 2 and came in and put & drive in also opposite No. 2 for a
main rise and we drove from the'top of that main rise towards No.2
and bored.In.every shift 8 or 10 or 20 feet we got water gometimes
and sometimes not much. They were all the bores we put in. The

not
pumps were, in good order. clack seatings were cut away. They

‘yq
N
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had been cut away perhgps about a month. We had to push on. We

not |
wereable to repair them while they were getting the men out.

That was sbout a week afterwards. The effect of repairing the

punp was that we saved forty per cent. We could pump 40 per cent

more after we repaired the pumps. From the knowledge I have re-
ceived from the reports with what I have seen, 1 have formed an
opinion as to the cause of the outburst. My opinion 1is that they
have come to the edge of the rock. The gatter 1is gcing uphill
very steep and they have come to & part where 1n the feather edge
the goound has been blocked out and the legs have gone from under
the table and the water has heen allowed to come out. That was my
opinion before hearing these reports and is my opinion still.
Cross-examined Dby Mr. Clarke =
Had this rock sny tapered emt as I imsgine the accumulation would
not have occurred. I mean by the edge of the rock that 1t 1s
tapered out to that edge. I do not think it is possible for an
accident of such maegnitude to occur unless 1t comes from some place
we know of. In my opinion this water could not have come from old
wvorkings. When the gutter is somewhat narrow and assuming thet
the rock 1is exposed on either side and the rock can 8lso be seeéen
overhead, I would not think o¢f boring. I would@ not think of
boring if I saw the rock. The infusorial earth and fossillsed
wood assists me in forming the opinion. It leads me to belleve

that the infusorial earth and the fossilised wood and rock has come

Taken and Sworn Before me. the
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down with the stream of water from the channel which held the
water above. We call a layer of drift a water channel. You don't

get a lake bed on top of the rock. It 1s a 1ske 1n the sense of

tie word but something entirely dis-associated with the working.
Mr., Harris is a first-=class miner. He thoroughly understands his
work. I know the mines in the Creswick District. They have to
combat with water there very consideragbly, far more than in this
District in some of the mines, I know the difficulty in the mines
he mentioned. I have heard him say that they never used boring
rods in this mine but they took precautions for sll that. They
always bore if they cannot see the rock but 1f they see the rock
they 4o not thinkof doing 1t. I have not formed an opinion that
the bodies were crushed by the timber. I believe they were blown
dowvn by the rush of the water. I have seen no red sand in the
works since. The whole of the ground would never have held the
whole of the water we have pumped out.
Re=examined -

I believe lMr. Harris is & good Manasger as well as a first-class

miner. I have heard the reports read by Mr. Barrett referring to

the water. In the face of these reports any experienced Mining
Manager should have taken steps to locate where the water came from
and get control of it if he could not have seen the rock. If he
saw the rock he should have taken other steps before he got mento

work, I1f the water had stopped running he had a perfect right to

Taken and Sworn before mme—the
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nake it run. While the water was running there was no danger.
Tf the water was running as described in the Reports, first with
sand and the sand disappeared and then accompanied by bursts, he

should have endeavoured to locate it, provided the water stopped

running.

Qe I1f it had come in bursts and &t times accumulated, should

not he have taken steps.?

A. = Water comes in bursts and perhaps it will run out édn an

hour or two. A man knows what size the pool will be'wiéigthe

A

ground that is down. 170 feet long and 150 feet wide is the size.

T1f it had subsided 3 feet the cavity would contailn 170680 gallons
wA

equal to 782 tons beside the tons of ground brought awaygyL%hAﬁhe

various bursts. There would be about 1000 tons of water overhead
That coming away mey expose the fissures in the rock. If the 3
feet of water filled up between where it had fallen away and the
rock, the fissures up above, might hold water resting on the ground
with enormous pressure. I think that having heard that there was
that
a reservoir and the knowledge witeh the falling in and the subsidenee
may have exposed immense water in the rock that he should have
taken precautions to find it out. When it drops away you 4o notl
know what you are exposipg.
Q. = Having regard to the fact that the water was coming away

in bursts accompanied with the steady stream, do you think that he

acted as a prudent Mining Manager in letting the men go down and
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A. = No, not after the Reports of the 1l6th. and 17th..

To the Jury =

The piece of worked out ground referred to by bMr. Barrett was
120 feet from the shoot from where the men were working when the
accident occurred. "he closest point is 100 feet from the shoot.
To Mr. Barrett =

I have heard of the nature of the ground.In all possibllity all
the ground is down.

To the Jury -

F

T+ ie on the East side that h= saw the rock. I said that the rock

tapered out, I have not seen it. By that I mean that the rock
has run out to nnfhing. The gutter runs at a - the lava must
have a level. I maintain that where the ground is not blocked under

it the rock has had no support and hence it has come down when the

ground is down. I think the rock would taper out to the West

portion of the block., I know nothing of the workings of the All
England or the Winter's Freehold. It is only my opinion that the
rock tapered out. It is between No.

To Mr. Clarke =

The rock tapered out somewhere about where the inburst poccurred.
If it came from the cld workings the first 24 hours, would have
pumped it al11 out. I have heard of red wash. I am gatisfied th&

there is no red wash dirt now unless it is washed white.
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Mz, Horris was here recalle§ and in answer to Jury saild "That all
2 /. S}

J—

/

htﬁe ;éeh fhat could be stowed, was stowed and the strips filled".

Mr, Fitches continmuing to Coroner =

I put my initials where shown 1in MNr. Harris' book because it is

a8 cage test initial. If the cage 1s tested last month I go back
in the diary and initial the book at the last test. The record
of my vigit is in a daily diar’ﬁ I saw a private diary of the

Manager where he entered my visit.

Adjourned till Monday l1l6th.

Sal o
Taken and Sworn before N the il an g l ........ FoDEEN LAY X day
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Mr. Baragwanath reeﬂlleﬂﬂ)

Since the last Court I have made certaln tracings ¢ dditicns

to the plans at the request of the Coroner. The first plan is

(Exhibit "A") the section of the No. 1 bore is inked in. The two

bores with the strata through which they have passed have been put

on showinz the strata. The distance of the balance shaft to

where the bodies were found is put on. 1 have written them out
"R" in tabular form. : "R") "B" Geological plan, "C" Parish

plan of Cardigan, tI ther copies are marked the same., "D" & plan

showing bor: e section has been added to it of the different

stratas passed through by the bores and the shaft as well.

Cross—-examined -
In the shaft there are two layers of basalt rock. The bores show

that. The rock must have tailed out between those two. There

was clay in the shaft and not anywhere else.

Taken and Sworn before me the_.__day
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James Hunter who was killead he Mine was my husband, and John
Hunter who was also killed was my son. ‘hey left me on the

nizht of the 18th. of BMarch at 1l o'clock. The husband went about
10.30 and the son at 11. That was the last time I saw them alive.

T have heard my husband and son speaking about the line on diéferent
occasions. The conversations would take plave when they came

!_ .-If -

home any time and when they would be havingt thelir meals. They

would sayv it was there. (Mr. Clarke objects "Is

thiz evidence ?")
Coroner = "In an ingquiry it is, it is evidence here’.

safe to work there. The last time I céan

~

recollect hearing them say it was not safe toc work there, would be
about a fortnight or three weeks before the accident. I ‘heard

something from Mrs. Hegeny. I was going to Ballarat and she said

Jacﬁ;?&é—%f&rﬁﬁé—- before he =0t killed - that 1t

there. and that they expected him to

smother or drown before very long. I never said anything to them

-

about leaving.

Cross—-examined -
I was never tcld that the Company is liable and respoBsible to me
and I have never discussed it wdth anybody since the accident. 1
have not been told the Company would have to pay my damages. 1

have never spoken abdut the Company paying my damages since the

accident. I cannot tell exactly how long my husband and son were

Taken and Swornrbeforeeme-the . ...
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working in the Cardigan mine. They were working there a good while§
1 ?éﬁ not want to injure the Company. I am injured encugh myself,
My son must have been workineg there two years or more and Mr.
Hunter was working about & year Oor more. He used to be often
telling me about the danger of the mine and that it was not safe
to work. And sbout 9 or 10 days before he got killed Mr. Jones
of Sebastopol called and he said that the place was Jjust in a
moving mass and he was frightened to work there. Mr. Jones said
'"Where are you going to work". My husband said *Where are we to
20 now, things are sc dull'. During these two years they spoke

to me sbout the danger of the Mine. They said the water was
coming in. ave hearc l1ad say, that he had had to hold in
the water in different places in the drive and fill it up to keep

They never made a statement to Mr.

Harris that I know of and never told me that they did. I cannot

tell whether they saw the Inspector of Mines. They were working a
z00d while as tributors carrying out the works themselves. I first
made the statement I have made here today to Constable Rogerson.,
Consteble Rogerson was met at his office Lydiard Street by me, I
was sent for, Mr. Rogerson asked me to come in. 1 cannot say
whether Rogerson ceme out to me, I did not see him. I came into
hies office and made a statement to him and nobody has ever suggested

to me that the Company was 1in any way responsible to me, I have

never heard of that. I might be surprised to hear that I could
Taken and Sworn befere-me the e day
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