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I went below at midnight. I was on night shift. Willil King and
me were trucking. On going down the shaft I went to the top of the
balance <shaft. T went to No. 3 shoot for the trolley leaving my
mate King at the No. 2 shoot. Wh¥n I returned he was pulling wood
on the top of the balance shafth I was pulling with him until 1it
was finished. Mansfield, O'Keefe and Heggarty came up to us, I
sow James Hunter. He came down from the No. 2 shoot.

"Things are in a terrible state up the No. 2 shoot". He said to
ManB8#ield, "I doé not want any firewood up there as it will take
us 8l1 this shift to clean up. He said nothing about roaring. I

never heard him describe what he meant by the terrible state. He

said he would not zo back there to work. I can recollect nothing

|
else that he said. T dogot remember hearing him say "It was not

£it for anybody to work in" I d4id not hear Manfield say% anything
that T remember. Mansfield was Boss of the shift. He was not hard
of hearing. I do not remember anyone saying "I remember him (Hunter)
saying that things are in an awful state up here, it is roaring like
thunder'. I do not remember whether I made that statement to
Constable Rogerson. Mansfield said to Hunter, ‘“Where is your son
Jack". Some of them asked Hunter where was Jack ? 1 would not

be sure he sa2id it. Hunter replied "He left Jack in the face with
his foot against the 1ath keeping the sand back. I doc not know
whether it was a pretty dangerous position. I was not up there to

see, I did not hear Mansfield say anything. Mansfield went .to
Taken and Sworn-befors e ther
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No. 2 shoot with a trolley 10ad of firewdbod for building the horse.

£

Hunter fallowed him with a truck 1084 of firewocod, up the No. 2

choot. King, 0'Keefe and Heggarty went up then., I stay2d behind

pickinzg up laths. T went then into No. 2 shoot and King was

standing at the bottom of the shoot with the windlass chain in his

hand with a2 bundle of firewood. He sang out "Heave up"' to the man

on top and as soon as he said heave up, there was a gush of wind

which came down and put the lights out. I said to him "What was that,

He gaid "I do not know" and there was a rattline sort of noise and

the sand and water came down. I g0t struck on the side with a

piece of wood of some sort. 1+ knocked me down. I got up and ran

scainst a truck and the water swept in the truck against me and

jommed me. I reached up to tne pback laths and drew myself out, of

I gzave three or four trucks & shove and

that. As soon as I did,

sang out to King to get on with me. that we may travel faster.. We

went on with our trucks and the front one€ jammed them at the No. 1

points. As soon as they did we grabbed hold of the lex on the side

of the drive and hung on that till licGrath came along. He sang out

"iiove on". We put our hands on the &ir pipes and ran down 1O the

y ' i i
balance shaft. McGrath asked us would we go down and we said "No'.

So he zot on the ladders and asked me if 1 would follow him. 1

repvlied Yes. I went down the ladders till the water caught me on

the shoulders and the stream was too strong. I came back again.

When I came back King had 11t the balance
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shaft and then Heggarty came along . We gave him a candle and he

|
put it between two nails end a leg on top of the balance shafffand

said Leave it there and then he asked us were we goine down. We said

No. @and he replied here o028 and put his arms round the balance

shaft chalin and went “down and we never saw any more of him. Then
the father came down George Simpson and he asked us to go down and
have a look where the water was. King went down and said, it was
8 foot off the air pipes. He came up and the three of us went wup
the intermediate level tc try to barricade the water up. When we
went up to the No. 1 points, we saw Mansfield and James Hunter
IgFneg lying dead. We just had a look and went back to the balance
shaft and stayed there for 2 while and went up to the intermediate
level again. Saw James Hunter and Mansfield the second time. We
came back to the balance shaft and my father wanted us to go down,
We would not and he went down himself and he said he was coming
back but he never came back, We went on top of the balance shaft
wheel and stayed there till Mr, Fitches and Bowles came and relieved
us, We were there 48 hours. Before the breaking in, I dreamt of

a burst of water the night before we came to work.

up to g6 to work. I had not been thinking about

time - not when the water was coming in. 1 never dreamt

about the water at any other time, I do not know whether the ground

was heavy. I never was up to take any notice of it.

A
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I was formerly a miner. I was one of the party that put down a
shaft on Sago Hill in 18%9., It was called the Briton. It was not
known by any otther name that I am aware of. We bottomed I think
about 120 feet and we opened out in reef sunk 20 feet in reef,

and opened with 10 feet of reef in the back. We drove 70 feet - it

was quite dry. The water was balled with hide buckets. We

el

*»

arranged that each shift should keep the water down at the week's

end, from the Saturdsy till the Sunday. n ¢ week end the shift did

not zo down to bail and we found the@ater was 8 considerable

distance up the shaft. We had water in sinking from the surface
to the bottonm. b was 8l]1l gravel and drift. That is sbout a half
8 mile from the Cardigan mine South.

Crogss—examined =
I cannot tell you whether it is over a mile. I think it 1s near
It is not over a mile but I will not swear it.
1 is past Walsh's Hotel. Our claim was near No. 6 Reform

was near the school to the left, It was 3 or four hundred yaras

farther on on top of the Hill.

Y
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I am a slﬂuihterméﬁ. | | line Stree . am brother-inlaw of
John. Hunter, Before the disaster I had conversation with John
Hunter about the month before and he reckoned the claim was none
too safe to work in. He reckoned 1f he could get a billet anywhere
sooner take it. He thousght 1t was Just as well to
there was no place to get & billet at the time, I
never saw him afterwards.,

Cross—-examined
He did not tell me it was on account of the ground. He did not
anything about the water,
To the Coroner I know nothing about the ¢laim myself, I just
asked him how he was getting along. That 1s what brought up the
conversation. He did not say anything about being frichtened. I
did not ask him what was his reason or why it was not too safe to
work there. He was in a hurry going to Ballarat. He did not mentign

anything about lookinz after s billet but he said 1f he could get

any other mine to work in he would leave,

Adjourned to Tuﬁ%dﬂy'lithd
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nager of the Excel Gold Mining Company 1n 1862, 1832 and
1864 at Bunker's Hill. I have marked a dot on the Exhibit "C"
between the All Tngland and the Reform Company's shaft. The spot 1
have marked is about the position of the Excel Company's shaft. It
was about a gquarter of a mile from the Cardigan or from the All
England pretty well due Kast a little South of West., Tt was

further away frcm the Cardigan than the All Rngland. T sunk the
shaft and managed the mine, during the sinkineg. 7Tt was sunk about
1580 feet deep it may be more or less, I think not less. We

put inabout 1000 feet of driving. Not more than 200 feet in the
direction of the All ®¥ngland. T sunk the shaft we had trouble

with the water,. It was one ¢f the worst shafts ever J saw and 1n
the drives equally difficult. All driving was done with close

faced boarding. We had bheth bursts and steady water. We had some
very heavy bursts of water. I recgllect the bursts because 1 was
in connection with it and wa ! A8 ~ That drive was
about 200 feet or a little more from the shaft and we had a burst
there, that is a burst of sand. The men working there had a running
as we term 1t 1n mining phrase. It was pretty considerable

too and it fastened me in up toc the waist and my mate had to take
his shirt off and he closed it in until we gave him assistance
and they managed to close the burst up. A considerable amount of

sand flowed to the shaft and starved our pumps and closed the

pullps up. We had over 200 feet nearly filled up in that instance.

Taken and Swornbefors e thea
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It took about 3 weeks to clear up. The pumps were 11 inch. 1
do not recollect about the water coming down the shaft at that
time but the second occasion when I was closed in I remember,
After the burcst the drive was abandoned and there would P e a
And it sppears to me in course of time as the
water filled in the cavity it kept the ground back and formed =
kind of reservoir. I remember the Directorste and expert men
too some of them insisting upon our opening this drive and I
well recollect persuading them to go rocund 1t and that I thought
there would be a great danger of a burst from the water in the
front and overhead. There was 3 l1little gold there and they wanted
to obtain it I presume. We had pressure to bear and I yet reccllect
the men to remain there and if the burst takes place you
The burst did take place. We were working
ds and I took a half of it out and it seemed
took the other half out and that seemed alright and
I began to take another half out and I heard a roaring like thune-
der. I remember the debris forcing itself in at such a rate until
1t knocked it over and I remember nothinzg else until I was at the
door =
buckeﬁ< I was washed with ¢9nd and I must have climbed up the
punps.
Cross~examined

There was a2 little broken rock only. We had no solid rock. There

was very little roek. ; - aware of any higher reef between

Taken and Sworn before me the
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sz and the All England shaft. We did not drive that far. Our lead

the A1l England or towards the Cardigan. The

was dipping towarads

Reform Company was not working at that time. They worked subseq-

carried on extensive works. Their experience of the

«imilar. The Race Course was the same, These are the

ines dipping towards Haddon on the other side of Haddon. We were
e : A It % e

a gquarter of a mile further away tTo the West from the All England

shaft more up the hill. We were oI the top of Bunker's Hill. 1

have never discovered that the lead was dipping towards Haeodon.

I always thought it was dipping towards where the Cardigan 1S NoOw.

The Reform and the 1 TR rore known as the Haddon lead. 1

digan to be a different lead from the

1 do not know whether other exper

Re~exemined =

The depth of the wash varied sometimes we would not ha

The greatest depth of the wash was nearl

and sometimes b feet.

the height of the drive there.

To the Jury

Q. Would not the range on the top of Banker's Hill divide the

two leads Y

A. T never looked upcn 1t as peine having anything to do with

We were a little Bast of the old road that g0€s

3
the Reform lesad. e

over the top of the Hill to the Refornm.

Taken and Sword"before me the—
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Coroner We found our ground swelling ground. The whole

eround is what you would call swelling ground. I have been

in the Racecourse and I knew the weight of water and drift to

-JH-F-.-I-

force throuch the bed reef 16 feet breaskins it right down into

»in drives. The Racecocurse would be a little

% e
the ma

and it would be a little

nearlv two miles away. I know nothing about the Cardigsan

claim myself. I have only seen 11 sing.

To the Jury - Was the gutter you were working a gutter or a

appearance of 2 gutter, but our principal clay

L 3

in the gutter there were large boulders

Taken and Sworn before me the_ ... 72/ ~
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I am 2 brother to John O'Keefe who waes killed in the mine,

conversation with him as tTO the work. My brother told me on a week

or two previous that they had some bursts of water there and I told
him that it was not safe to work there and he had better leave.
He said the ground was all crushing and they hadpursts of water.

T +01d him to leave that it was not safe to be in it. He reckonead

hat it would give warning enough to get away.

mined

e —

He never told me that to tell his mates that were working 1in

mine ot the time. It would not surprise me if they said they

never hearad etotements from my brother. I have never had

versation with any of them. I was &bout the mine to the time

when he was got out. I first told about the conversation to

Constable Rogerson. . Harris beeause 1t was

of mv business.

thet i1is the resason

for conversation

Harris after the

I never said anything to him

broth I never mentlcned

last spoke toc me about &
me at our place.

l1ife, He told me about the bursts

bursts then. They seemed t

about the bursts.

October from the
Taken and Sworn before-me-the _
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fortnight before

of water.

say there were,

it to the

+the accidedt. He tolad
in peril of hils
T think there weee

I read in the papers
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the bursts he was afraid of.
1 working in the mine at the time, My brother did not speak
+to me sbout th=et burst becsuse he had nc occasion to. It was not

004b4414hyuML

serious one. bhpfﬁﬁﬂ-1hat my brother referred to as & serious one,
. Wwww fiin e doisun i

between that ﬁnd +:m the burst in October. A small burst might come
away and get choked and it might make a bigger one. 1 think I had
as much experience as any man in thet mine,
that since the disaster occurred. I have not read it 1n the papers.
I thought
ulated water. It might have been s the blocked out grohad. It
was going to accumulate between the ground and the rock. I would

be surprised to hear that it was 8 cheracteristic of 2 mine to

swell up to the rock 1n & fortnight. I know thet they used to put

men on on & Sunday to open up the drives because they had closed

A

up 80 much. This is a very common thing in most mine: the bottom

swelling up and the men clearing it off on Sundays. I was afraid
that this water was going to accumulate between the space at the
back of the drives and on top of the 1 groun That was what 1
and mv brother were afreid of.

pumped out it may not all be contained in the old ground,

it got bent it would come through other places. My brother was
friendly with all the men on the mine. The water was coming Ifrom

the rock all the time and it is when the ground came down that -

Taken and Swornbefore-me B S e S e e B Y
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thet &4 accumulated . It must have come from
the
Re=examined =

Mr. Barrett referred to the Echo of the l1l4th. March which contalned
a statement of Mr. Michael O'Keefe = T made that statement to

NMr., Powell on that date. (Mr. Barrett read report 1in Echo)

Extult "T* That statement is correct (Ex: "T") The first -time I saw Rogerson

wae a Sundsy or two ago. I helped to sink the shaft. I was work—

ing off and on for 5 or 6 years.

To Mr. Clarke I have never spoken to anyone about & probable

action against the Company. I know that under any C rcumstances

my brother's representatives would have an action against the
Nobody explained that to me at all. 1 only think so.

anvbody or spoken to anybody ®wbout
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Proprietary. I had been working
pefore the accident about 10 months. I was day shift on
he sccident 18th. March from 8 o'clock to 4 p.me I
the No. 2 shoot up to 4 p.m. Everythinz appeared

could see. Before that time there was a 1ittle

There was no burst of water that T knew of.

T noticed a 1little more water coming when I went on the shift

following that which I worked., The was nothing to speak of.

+I- - '—-3

It was coming from the old blocking as far as I could see. I did

——

it with my mates, Mr. Harris was down that dsy before
I never heard discussions with Mr.
I knew about the. gbandoned
where the ground came aAowh. They were abandoned I think

because it was pretty poor and it would not pay to take out. That

is the onlv reason I came to . 1 never heard it discussed. I

was workine all round the blocks that were abandoned.

a4

Q. The Manager says 'wkes The

-y

they could not keep them open on account
Clarke objects - The Manager did not say this it was not on
account of the water troubles. He gave an explanation that they

could not keep it open and it would not pay to keep it open.

Mr. Barrett I am dealing with h

Mr. Barrett to W 38 Qs "Blocked out ground coming down

w ¥ -
with
-I‘ - L =

e

strong 1s and large quantities of sand” What do you say
Taken and Sworn beforeeme~the . e day
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residing

to that ?

A. T remember about that time. I did not notice any large
quantities of sanad coming, that is when the blocking came down.

T did not notice a stream of water. There was not & strong stream

A

—

™

T do not know anything sbout the reports. Mr. Barrett read from

Report of March 6th. "Water about the same .coming away 1in small

bursts in the main drive. Ground exceedingly heavy, great

pelled to 2bandon two blocks

it open'.

Mr. Barrett - "A number of pieces of basaltic Iock ing away with

the sand®. What do you know about that ¥
T do not know anything about ‘it. It €oes not surprise me

W

a number of pieces of rock were coming away with the

"strongly of opinic n that the rock has given way from
sround being so heavy' .
1 never heard anything about the rock giving way overhead.
T esnnot tell when I saw the rock. It was about two OT three
devs before the accident. I was by myself when I saw the rock.

I heppened to look round. There was SOME block which had come
down and T had seen pieces of rock that had come down. I did not

see the rock itself overhead. I did not look overhead, but pieces

tumbled in on me from overhead. After these blocks fell there was
Taken and Sworn befors me the_-_day
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no water where 1 saw the | the rock after it fell.
To the Coroner The pile 3 Of cks were small boulders.
Cross—-examined

hed 10 years experience in alluvial mining. I worked 1in
the British Banner Pitfield. I heve been off and on for 4 years
at the Cardigan. 1 knew 0'Keefe. He never mentioned anything to
me about mine being dangerous. Hunter did not. I saw O'Keefe
frequently, every change of shift.
the mine was in any way dangerous.
any way dangerous. I was one of the tributors. 1 never left on
account of the danger. 1 worked right through. When 1 was work-

-

ing along the drive, 1 could see the 5 ! - sides I could
see 1t 81s0 overhead at. places.
the date of the accident. When I left there
thing was perfectly safle¢ That was the opinion of my mates. My
mates were Pat Bowles and Dave Adams was the shift Ross.
Re-examined
ibutors was 8 tributor up to the last of the tributors.
I never heard of anyone wanting to take th9ground out where the
accident was supposed to have cccurred. There was a bit of a
barney over some ground oh the East side of the shoot.

8 lot of them who wanted t _ that out. They thought there was

a bit of gold there, I never heard of anyone preventing them.

I never heard any barney, it was just between the men in the shart.

b 1
Taken and Sworn before me—ther. ... day
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They said

ground out.
block up the shoot if they took 1t down. I suppose tle Manager
prevented them. So far as 1 knew that ground was still there up

to mv dhift. We were working to it within about 40 feet.

Taken and Sworn before me the
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shift when the last witness (Pyne) was working

ot the time of the accident. I have been & miner close on 30
vears. I was the Boss of that particular shift . The water was
not troublesome. If a man was to write and say that the ﬁﬂter

wos troublesome I should not call him a liar. 1 say we had a
1itt1e more water but nothing extra. It did not trouble us. I
recollected the 28th. February when the back ground came dowm.

T was working there when it came down. It brought with it a drop
of water nothing to spesk of. I never noticed anything else, there
might be 2 1little sand but nothing to speak of.,

Mr. Barrett read "Blocked out ground came down bringing large
streams and gquantities of ground ".

I can't tell yvou what that means. All I can say is that 1t was a
l1ittle drop of water and 2 little bit of stone. 1 could not say
there were large quantities of stone and strong streams of water.
I was not there at the time. It might have been on the other
shift. Tf I had been told that the blocked out ground hada come
down and brought large gqusntities of sand and streams of water
I would hot have gone in there. I cannot s2y what I would have

done. I mizht have gone hdme and gone to bed. I never kKnew that

and hever saw 1t.

" bt iindid : PR W :
Qe "Water came away, pool accumulated beneath the rock . Would

vou call that description a little bit of water and a pinch of

sand ?
Taken and Swormbefors me the
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on h oath saith, I am a

residing at

T never saw 1t..
Supposing you saw that as & true account of what was there
d that it was probably coming from the pool beneath the rock ¢

A. I would have made some inquiries, 1f I heard about it, but

T never heard about it.

On March 1l1st. the South West drivﬁwa% crushed a little bit?

It was crushed a great lot, it was heavy ground and the
grcund was s 2 I say that the crushinz of the South West

welght
drive was from the swelling and the we$% co ming down . The

weight when you take out ground and the ground dragging from the
drive. The South West drive being crushed would have nothing to
do with the water. I cannot see where it would have anything to

do with the water.

Qe Manager says tha he ive crushed from the water coming

A, I do not think there was any water there. 1 never heard that
it was crushed through the water coming down a good bit. 1 never

heard of any trouble.

Qe The Manager says "Considerable amount of sand coming
causing a lot of ;2‘ : . from the main drive
near the No. 1 crosscuts”

I never heard of them,
Qe Manager ssays "compelled to keep men Sunday caulking and

clearing up sand" ¢

3| -4
Taken and Swern-before T Ty A LA S day
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This Deponent™ ...

on h oath saith, I am a

* Christian and T o LIS
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sSurname n
Jull,

A, We have been on on Sundays stoping up drives. I do not
recollect March 3rd. Some of the other men might have been on,.

I was not on. On March 4th. Manager says "Ancther burst last night

works delayed, water up to seven strokes". I never heard of that.

I never heard of water coming awa y in main drive and being trouble-

o 4485

some. I never heard from the Manager anything about their having

any trouble with the water nor that the water came from a pool
overhead.,

Cross~examined

I do not know what s reported

There were two blocks of grouhd that were

doned. We left them between No. 2 and 3 drives. They were left

W

I think because they were a bit heavy and dragging frem the rocks

coming down, and they were too poor to take out. They would not

ay to g0 to the trouble to take them out. I do not think there was

p :,}'

to pay. They were not abandoned on account of

My 30 years experience a&s miner has

any danger, 1 am sure of that.
been for the biggest part in alluvial mines. I do not know of the

pieces of ground that Mr. Harris would not allow us toO work on the
on the East. of the shoot that Mr.

Harris would not allow them to take out and if they took it out 1t

would bring the face down. If 0'Keefe said Manager stopped them

takine out the ground on the West it would be a lie as far as I am

. 3 - 9 m
concerned, We had a plpe 01 inches, The

k| 4
Taken and Swern-before me the

Y
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,.

* Christian and
Surname n
Jull.

on h oath saith, I am

+wo inches took all the water and it would have taken

I regard all water as troublesome in the workings. Before
the blocking came down and the extra drop of water we had not
enough water to keep the tools clean in all the faces. No
tribators 1eft on account of the fear of the mine, I had no Tear
of the mine while I wa: kine there 0'Keefe was not on my
cshift. I used to see him. He never communicated any fears to me
and never said anything about being afreid. As we were working

drive the rock was visible in eeveral places both North

and sbove me in No. 1 shoot. I would never have thought

f borine to see if there was any water when 1 had a rock both

sides of me. just the same as 0'Keefe.

more of him as he was the Boss. I relileved Mansfield. He
spoke to me whien he was coming off. When we leave the shift Boss
communicates to the other shift Boss. Mansfield communicated
nothing to n re shift before. He did not say that he considered

the mine unsafe at anykime . I regard him as a good sound practical

miner, I have known Mr. Mandfield > e 3 was a boy. 3 - TOY

the sand thet was coming away, 1t used 2 little trouble in the

& B

workings. There w _ anger attached to it at all, not what 1

S . ..L.l..;-

gaw of 1t. o= what we would reascnsbly expect, 1 have seen

il

it in hundreds of mines. I think this ®ccident would never have

occurred unleass something extraordinary had happened, T have no

opinion as to how the water came it is a mystery to me.

Taken and Swoma-before. me the

el U
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Coroner. ;
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Surname 23

Jull.

Re—-exemined -

T never heard anybody say he was afralid of working there.

worked in any place where I was afraid very much. I have

afraid in some other mines. In the Racecourse sometimes when the

was comninzg down. When the o6ld ground was dragging and them

-

-~

ground

men would not care I have not got any opinion as

t+c how the water can

Taken and Sworn before me the
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VICTORIA, TO WIT,

18
on h

* Christian and
Surname n
Jull.

employed in the Cardigan prior
accident about 8 or 9 months, I was working in the same
The only thing I saw was
side of the main é&rive. I could not call it a burst,
it would cause a8 little trouble and cause us men to be
put on on Sunday to stop it. 1 did not see what I would call a
burst there at all. I would cell 1it a burst of water if it would
hunt men from their work. Not as long as#« the pumps would contend
and the downpipes would carry. There was a burst somewhere
about 3 weeks before the disaster. ‘It was somewhere about the
as when the ground came down,
"Blocked out ground ceme down bringing large quantities
of water'.
not see sand.
What about the strong stream ?

A. I did nat congider that there was a-ny~-thing thet we could

not contend withe If the Manager repcrted that the blocked out

ground had come down and brought a large guantity of sand and

large ams of water, I d4id not see anything of the sort. gt
nct say why the Manager reported that on the 24th. February if it
did not occur. I re ect the blocked out ground coming down.
There was not a large quantity coming away with a quaentity of sand
as far as I know. It might have happened on other shifts. I never

heard of it till
Taken and Swora-before mre—the
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A Manager says "Water came down and finding vent ocver the

drive South West drive crushed', ¢

A, I condidered It was the amount of ground standing on the
that caused the crushing. It was not the water.

Q. - Manager says "Scuth West drive crushed a good bit owing to
water and weight.. No. 3 North and finding vent over No. 3 drive"
Do you agree with that ¢

possible that it would. That 1s not my opiniocn. On
the Monday I do¢ not know whether the water increased. I do not
know whether 1t ke away over the main drive near the No. 1
crosscuts. T never heard good bad or indifferent of any trouble
with the water there not any liability to any inburst of water.
I onlyv heard of one inburst of water from the blocked out ground.
- gxamined
I have come here to tell the truth. 1 have heard Mr. Adams say
that the addition of the 2 inches to the pipe carried off the water

carry the water off. I never noticed any

ence inthe plat with the water all the time I was there. 1

never saw water on the plat. I would not work there if I thousght

it was dangerous.
| ;v wr O o 1 h1rrt o 1 wa "'T"N 1
oroner I was a tributor. 1 was working 1in NO.

when 1 was on tribute. It was perfectly safe.

Coroner. }
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(Afternoon Sitti g) -

& &
|

I was Engine Driver at the time of
shift on the 18th. March.

Cross—=examined

or two occasions t > Wa! ) rease of water. We had
after

On one

no difficulty with the pumps in carrying On the day o€ the

-

accident 19th. March the pumps were affected by the sand. It

cut the clacks ut a8 1little b1 nct perceptible that
Previcus to the 19th. the pumps were not in good order. They
were quite capable of doing 2ll the work that was required and of

coping with the water that was in. There was practically no

water

Re-examined
I have been in Court and heard reports réad. In my10pinicn the
Manager'= reports are true. On the 28th. February l was day
shift. I increased the speed of the pumps from b to 8%
sbout two hours. That would be about 3% strokes. something like
70 gallons & minute or more. On an ingrea se subsequent to that
we did not have to increase them., I doé not remember of
March 9th. was not my shift. About the 28th. February they were
about 8% strokes in my shift. I cannot say where the bursts of
water came from. The pumps were not in good order on the 19th.

They ot out of order. They were not in good order 135 month= ago.

The clacks were bad, 18y Were ta y getting worse. . the

L | 1
Taken and Swern-before-me the
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on h oath saith, I am a

* Christian and 1IN O ¢
sSurname n re‘SIdIHg at
Jull. -

pumps would have the effect of lessening
would only discharge about two thirds of
what thev would discharge 1if they were in zood order. hey got
worse after that. They were at thelr worst I think, 3 days after
the accident, If was the night after the boys came up from below.
I was afraid to stop the pumps for fear I could not get the water
any more. The pumps would he discharging not one third of what
they out to do. Then we stopped and changed the clack,
Re-examined
The cause of the nps getting into thi? state was 1 suppose the
sand coming awe the wate 1t would cut the leather.
To the Jury -
- Did you at anytime hear the men complain about goling
below or of the water on the plat ?
A. They never had any water to speak of. The only time there
was water on the plat was on the 28th. Febry. I let the waterlrise

on the plat about 4 inches on account of the sand to keep the sand

the well. Otherwise the water was always off the plat. We

could keep it off the plat. The clacks and the seatings were cut

and bad before the accident, The condition of the pumps was not
neglected altogether. They were doing more than we wanted to do
and it was to out advantage to keep the pumps as they were. If they
were good they would have to be stoprped so often. It was To our

advantage to keep them as they
Taken and Sworn before me the
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