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This Deponent™.

VICTORIA, TO WIT,

* Christian and
sSurname n

Jull,

on h 18 oath saith, I

I was on the shift at the mine from 4 p.m. till midnigsht on the
18th. March. I worked 1n the North blocki-ng face till
1t was dry and dry in our face when we came away

I have heard nothing about any inburst of water. I have seen
l1ittle but nething to talk about. On the 28th. Februarv when the
blocks came down it was nothing to talk about. I worked in the
same block after from No. 1 shoot. We were in the far end on the
28th. Febraary. Our party took 1t down. We were working at these
blocks. The cause of the blocks being sbandoned was 'dragging of

the ground was not worth taking out. It would
take mores timber than the money would take out. The.country 1is
sure tc drag ﬁot like a drift country. The blocks being ahandoned
had'nothinw tc do with the water question.I have worked in No. b

Reform up to our knees and took ground out but they never worked

over ankle deep. Before the ground was abandoned we had it

heavy ground.
cannot keep water back with rricading. It will come anywhere.
I know all the country I worked at 20 years ago.

's Report of 28th. February says "Blocked out ground

came down bringing strong stream with large quantity of sand'. Is
that true ?

A, That 1s between No. 3 and 4 block South. There was a lot

. M . .
o 5Rund that came down. ' s coming from No. 1 and 3 shoot anad
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the rock toco. From 10 monthes till now. I have seen rock on No.

1 shoot. At the time there was not a strong stream coming away.
There was a little more.

Cross-examined

I was not afreid to work at the mine. I knew 0'Keefe well and
worked with him., We were matew. He never told me he was afraid
of the mine and he never made reference to me about the ground
being dangerous. I haeve worked 1n the Reform No 5 that is at Sago
Hill. The lead went avay North We We worked up Bunkers and had
bursts there, nothing to talk about. That lead is the other way

-

from the Cardigan ground I think, This would come the Cardigan
way 1f there was any lead there.
Re-cross—=examined
I have heard my mate say the ground was heavy. I have never heard
anyone say that the ground was exceedingly heavy.
exceedingly heavy. There was no great difficulty
open.
Qe Manager says on March 6th. "Ground exceedingly heavy great
difficulty in Reeping it opem" ¥?
A. It might be heavy inhe bloek that he was taking out. 1

have not seen any drive crush there.

. any of . b
Ro—= Werefgé%—e}i the drives crushed ?

have neve een am - : Iy 3
A. 1 have never seen "'nJ, You could always g0 1nto the Arive

1 On the 29th., February I when the blocked out ground came down
Taken and Sworn before-me-the ay
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TR 7 not dengercus ground when
aome 0f the 24

I+ is not dangerous until it comes down

the drives were crush

of you.
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on his oath saith, I am

* Christian and
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I was on the night shift on the 19th. March. 1 was platman., 1
went down at midnight an I had orders from the Captain of the
shift Mansfield to get down firewoocd to bulld a stack up in the
workings. A horse underground is a stack of woocd. John 0'Keefe
and William Mansfield assis | take 1t down the balance
From there we sent 1 ) the intermediate level. Nearly
¢ 0f wood iInto the No. 2 shoot. When I got
cot every-thing was quiet. We had very
There was a little co/ming at the time we
I was not working there when I heard a noise. About
half past one o'clock I got in and I heard a burst. I was in at No.
5 shoot with John McGrath and George Simpspn. I was platman on
the bottom level. I had no business up there. I went up
because I wa2s not very busy and I thought 1t would be a good
9 look just curiousity. There was nothing in
particular that took me up there. I did not hear Hunter remark

anything about the ground, It was not in consequence of anything

he said to me. I did not hear from anyone 1 simply went up

out of idle curiousity. When I got there they were not working.
One man was after letting his saw drop and he was after 1t and the
other man was walting till he came up for it. There was only one
man at the top of the rise and the other at the bottom. Simpson
at the top and McGrath at the bottom. That is a2l1l who were there

I went up the same way that the other sone did.

Taken and-Sworibelore me the
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on h oath saith, I am a

him on the road. He came down and I went up. My reason for going

up was to have a look at the workings. When I awent up there was

no work being done. there 2 minute or two before I heard

the burst. I did nct have time to say anything to the other men

I might have salid a word to the man

before the burst happened.

he noise alluding to the burst

on top I think I remarked what was the

ore the nolse. I was up there before the noise

a minute or two. I had just stepped off the ladder on to the

stage and I stayed there doing nothing and saying nothing. The

next thing was the burst. I heard a noise something like thander

3 e o

I have heard ground felling in & mine. It seeméd a distance off,

and I could not say at the time whether it was falling ground.

T did not think it was thunder. I had no time to think much about

it. I descended tc No. 3 Rise and made my way as fast as I could

in the dark. - could see nocthing a8t No. 3 It was all in darkness

lights went out. I know very little about the workings

t said that the ground was heavy. I heard that from

different men in the mine. They said that the ground was crushing

Before the acfident it was about 3 weeks at the outside on and off

If the ground is heavy and crushing I cannot say whethere it 1s

dangerous. 1 have been mining thres

I should think it could not be too safe if it was heavy and crush-

ing. When I heard the miners talking about it, I did not BRink they

. & = ‘,-'
meant it was not too safe. I mean they did not say the words "not

Taken and“Swormbefore me the/....... day
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" mhev gaid heavy and crushing. I would gather from that

toc safe

that it was dangerous. I never heard anyone say

danger of any sort. While the men were ¢hanging

that the ground was going at different times,

Cross=examined

T would not consider my opiniocn of much value as against Mansfielad,

el

Adams and Simpson. The shoot I was 1n was 5 shoot. 1 4id net
smoke., I expeect I would have had a yarn if 1 had time. I have

nover heard from any of the men since the accident that the heavy

only the water.
I never heard anythinsg about the ground belng

cof the burst. wa= on the bottom level all that

.'
AN

trucker had made a start when with his wor
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isscrn i residing at_ ana Street Ballarat O

sSurname in
Jull.

afternoon éhift on the 18th. March. I g6t below

about 5 minutes past four. When I got below I went to No 2 shoot

nd went to work on the North blocking North off Ba West and there

was another party at the back of us and we worked till 12 o'clock
Everything wae perfectly safe, There was a0 water in our face

then we knocked off at 12 o'clock. The ground w

here, is the st as any other alluvial mine. The g#round

was heavy when we blocked it out Jjust the same as any other alluviak

mine. There was no @@ifference to it and any other alluvial mine

that I have worked 1in. I have worked 15 vears in alluvial mines

in a mine where 1t has been taken out and we worked

I have worked
between, T have worked in Allendale, It doces not trouble us how

it is taken out as long as we get our wages. We leave the question

of safety If we thought there was danger and the

Manager said there was no danger, I would ask him to go in and 1

LRM%: *

1

E =

might look in after. If I thought it was not safe I would pilc

my clothes up and go home, I never saw any dsnger in the Cardigen

Mine anywhere while I was working there. I know nothing about the

bursts of water. The bursts that have been there have not troubled

me . do not know where the burst that 4killed the men came from.,

I have formed an opinion it is that the shaft I was working 1n
about half past 11 or 12 o'clock when we want:into this strip - we

saw it was not safe and we pulled the rails up and the ground was

coming away from the left hand side of the strip and

Taken and Swernbefore me-the
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wizhed boulders as if we re breaking into & v run of ground.
I have told several that 1t had come from a fresh run altogether.
That time might be a quarter to 11 or 12, It was not dangerous
to see a8 new run of ground., Others saw it besides me., I never
mentioned it to the next shift. I told Hunter that our strip was
guite safe but the strip behind us was coming down and it would
k1 to wait awhile until it came down. I could see
the strip coming down., was coming down when we were leaving.

walt awhile. I told him to wait awhile because it is

8 custom of miners to tell thelr mates how it is. "I told hinm to

~3

wait awhile on account of the zround going close to the shoot.
It would 2 1 : them on the level to wait on the level till
it came in on account of the danger the same as any other time.
There was no more danger there than at any other time only on
account of being close to the shoot. The shoot was getting worked

out.

-“

had no water trouble while I was there.

.

I do not know what to say about the After the 28th. February

there was some water comine out from the ¢ld blocking. There was

4L

not what you would evall a large stream, nor latge quantities oi

Manager says 'Blocked out ground came down bringing strong
streams with large quantities of sand’,

A. - I do not think it is true. We lost one shift throusgh that.

Taken and Sworn before me the
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We had to suspend working in consequence of the blocked out ground

coming down. I lost one shift. It would be on the 29th. that I

lost the shift from 4 o'tlock in the afternoon till 12 at night.

I was afternoon shift. The men who did pome on told me they had
to put a higger pipe to carry water down the manhold. As soon

as I saw rthe water I knew 1t must be coming out of the old
blocking,. I do not think there was any accumulation overhead, It
might have come throusgh the West drive,

Qe The lManager says think 1t 1s 2 pool accumulated beneath

he rock" ¢

L '-:._ — I

A. I do not think the burst of water was a burst of water
Q,u A e~

accumul ating benesa the r&ck.}éOﬁ the next day the Manager says

"South West drive erucshed s good bit" ¢ )

I cannot say whethkr it was throuzh the water., I was not

workins there,

Q. The lManager reports March 5th. "Water troublesome' same on
the 6th. "Ground heavy water still troublesome",

A. I do not agree with that. The ground was not exceedingly
heavy. There was no great difficulty in keeping it open.

Q. - The Manager reports "found it impossible to keep it open'.

A, I cannot say that it is true. He was not compelled to
abandon it. It connct be true then, it was not impossible to keep
1t open, if he put enough timber intc it. On that day I never saw

pieces of rock ming & the sand. I never heard anything

Taken and Sworn before me
fﬁ".b':’._,l,f lt B
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On that day the Manager was of opinion that the rock had

way, which would account for the ground being so heavy ¢

A, T do not agree with that because 1 have not seen anything

to justify an opinion of thet sort. There was some sand coming

out but nothing to trouble us. I had to do with the barricading

cof the inner workings. That was to keep the ground from dragging

and the timber from breaking.

The Manager says ‘Drive in a bad state had to put stacks i

in®

the ground was getting worked back it was getting 2n a

bad state and the timbers were put in to k eep it solid.

The Manager says in his reports of March 12, 14th. and 17th

water still troublesome’.

A I dc not remember those dates at all. We did not notice

those 1ittle things . As far as I was coneerned there was no

trouble.

The Manager says on March l14th. *water still troublesome

finding its way over the main drive, faster than we can
it out"®. What does that mean ¥

A I do not remember any water coming over the back in the

West drive. On the day before the accident, Mansfield's shift

was repairing shoot. It was not caused by the water washing.away

the sand. It was because the shoot was getting worked out. It

must be repaired when the shoot is getting worked out. The closer

you get to the choot the heavier it is getting round the shoot. I
Taken and Swern-before-1ie the
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cannot zive any opinion about the Manager's reports. They are not
true in my opinion. The only reason I can give is that we used
to have to clean up a truck or two of sand. I was never told by
the Manager of any danger overhead . If 2 pool had accumulated

overhead, I would consider there was danger.

Qe The Manager said "that the bursts came from a pool overhead"

A. He never told me about 1it.

Qe He also said the the rocks broke away ¥

A. That would cause danger in my opinion, He never told me.
He need not have told me about it as I saw the rock where I was
working, If he had told me I would have taken no notice because

] saw it myself. I do not know the date. I did not go 1in with the

other men and show them the place when I told them to wait.
Cross-~examined =
When T discovered what appearéd to be a change in the wash there
was water coming out of the face, There was a change in the char-
acter of the wash we had been working. The wash wweé were 1in
previous was tight, but the wadh we broke into was loose. There
was a lot of sand and big white boulders that we had not seen before
Mr, Harris was not down below tn I would not zo into the place
1f I considersd there was any dange n my oplnion there was no
danger. So far as the Mining Manager's reports are concerned, when
a man is working in a mine the water causes some trouble to work in,

I consider it is the Minins Manager's duty to work his mine as

Taken and-Swornbefore me-the
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This Deponent™
on h oath saith, I am a

econonically as possible. I1f-we would get a dry strip we would

work it as fast as we could.

- Re~gxamined

Ve A Y

Re“ L VUD D

Taken and Sworn before me the

I had no idea of any danger, that night when I left. nothing

unusual., JIf Iehad formed an opinion that the rock had broken

oeverhead, I would have considered it dangerous or that a pool of

water was formed overhead I would consider that dangs rous. IT

that was the Manager's opinion, he never communicated it to me nor

+tec the men who =zot killed.

—~axamined

I dc not know whether he communicated it to the men who got killed.

To the Jury I explained toc my mate about the strip coming

down because it was the usual thing. He used to relieve me and

it was quiet and the Manager gave us orders to keep the strip up

It had to be backed

told him that our strip was guiet and the strip behind was coming

down and that they have pulled up the rails and had put in diagonal

stays to keep it up. I think the Boss of bhe shift knew about it.

T told James Hunter and John Hunter the same., T always did tell

him how the ground was as we were coming away. There was water

coming from the wash where the big boulders were got.

we were takinz up the rails I took O'Brien

Mr. Barrett When
and we pulled the rails up and we went in to see where the water

conine from the left hand side

was coming from. We found it was

S ay)[0f the solid strip out of the pug.

A

¥,
. 94
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1 was on the shift with the last Witness 0'Gorman, I had been

| S .

working there two years I think. I have been mining 10 years,

T have heard the evidence of the last witness. During the 2 years

A

I was working there I had no water trouble.

Ly

braceman for about 12 months for the first
joined 2 tribute party. There was only 2 men on each shift
below. I opened the reef drive and drove to No 1 shoot and rose
that and went to work on the brace again. It was not turning
out too good and I left it, and 1 came back a couple of ‘months
after and No, 1 shoot was opened up and I went myself with John
0'Keefe and drove the reef and rose No. 2. I worked there onlj
two months before the disaster. I did not think 1t was

s Y

to pay the tributors. and 1 was one of the tributors who

\

When it went on contract I saw the Manager and he gave
me a start on wages. I was workineg with the shift Boss Hall.
I was afternoon shift on the 18th: March. When I left at midnight
the strip I was working had started to come down. That would be

the strip going West alongside the main drive. The

pug wall should have cut across the strip that we were working in.

— -

and should have left us 4 feet of wash on the main drive. Our
blocking caps were getting shorter every set we were getting 1n.
and up to about 10 o'clock that night things were alright. The
water started to squeeze through on the 1€ft hand side of the strip

in the solid pug and about 10 oleclock.I pulled some of the pusg of f

Taken and Sworn before me the
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® Christian and residing ﬂt
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and there was a heap of stones - white boulders - and sand in it

L'l

and water coming from it. My mate was at the truck. I invited
Richards to see the affair. 1 asked them their opinion about it
m'l’?}? - mame in and th@}r did not know what to think apbout T Sand

.. 4

started to run from about 11 o'clock and the strips-stearesdstarted

to break a good bit. The shift Boss thought 1t was hardly safe

for us to work in. He had to g0 to No. 3 shoot if we risked 1t
and he gave us orders to center the strip, It was safe to centre
it but not to put up any further shead. O0'Gorman came with me and
we centred it and put in-z centres and we put 2 long caps agéainst
the gaps and Hall went on top as we thousght to get some firewood
to build a stack so that we could bring the firewocod along and
open out and leave it stand. There was a bit of a mistake about
it at the time, on account of my clothes resembling the shift
Boss's clothes and he asked me to go and get my mates clothes anad
I listened and I thoucht the ground was giving way and I had a look
in and there was sand cominz into the strip out of the pug. They
were ahead of me and of course I came down and followed them.
met the other shift at the shaft. As a rule we knocked off so as

e
{

to zet to the shaft at 12 o'clock. It was about a quarier io 12

T met

MecGrath and James Hunter and Yorman was speaking to him as he

was in his erowd and he was tellineg him it was just as well to wailt

now and give them

Taken and Swern-before-me-the
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with the strip coming down and he salid you cant do anything till

you build 2 horse. I told him that I thought things were not too

gafe that there was water coming from the pug and running into

the t . and that the best thing was to wait till the Boss

el

came and get the firewocod to build it upe Then I went up Ho—bive

o T

shaft. I knew about previous ocutbursts of water on 28th. February

I never formed an opinion that any pool accumulated overhead. If

a pool accumulated overhead I would not work there, If I formed

an opinion that the rock had tapered out or was bwroken I would

look at the ground and see how the ground was standing. 1 recollect

the blocked out ground cominsg down on the 28th. February. If the

Manazer says "plocked out ground came down bringing strong streams

with large quantities of sand" I think Ig can agree with that.

I think on that date there were about 3 parties of men working up

No 2 shoot. I think it would be 3 weeks previous to the disaster.

I think there were 3 parties in the shoot and there were 2 partiles

He

Steve Hall and I were sent below'as & launder was not Dig

besides,

encugh to take the water and the water was running into the shoot.

and they could not zet the dirt out of the shoot. We were sent

below to put in pipes. We put in 8 inch pipes and we took out the

6 1nch ones. That would be the stronz stream that wag reported.

It had been runninz 8 hours from the time it happened until I went

on. The 8 inch pipe was enough to take it away but that was about

the principal part of the outburst which got away. I think you

Taken and Sworn-before-tre~the
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would call anything a burst of water 1if 1t came out suddenly.

did not see it. I think that probably it 1s correct that the water

came in No. 3 drive and the water was increasing. I cannot tell

what quantity of water was running down the pilpes, If a pool

had accumulated beneath the rock I hever heard anything about 1t

I would not have gone intc it if I heard that.

Qe Mansger says " Next day the South West drive crushed a

200d bdt owinz to the water coming sway North'.

A, The South West was crushed. The water was coming under the

e

drive. I do not know whether it was the water crushing it or not.

We put the pipes in on the 28th. February. It would have no esffect
on the water in the main drive.
Manager says * water broke away over the main drive’.

acs I ecan remember it the water was coming out of the
drive near the No. 1 erosscuts, I never saw any water

comine over the backe. I do not know anything about the reports

It is only what I have seen, On March 6th. the ground was heavy.

I 304 not know that it was compulsory to anandon the blocks. The

ground could have been kept open in my opinion. I never saw pieces

comine away with sand. On the last shift that I worked
o and look at some rock where the ground came

to look at it. I did not think it was worth

Q. - Manager said "am strongly of opinion that the rock has given

Taken and Sworn-before-me-the
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®* Christian and * 3¢
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way on account of the ground being so heavy'.
A, I never heard that from him, I do not think I would have
gone in if I did. I would have looked at the grocund and used my
not
own judgment. I wouldﬁhave gone in and géne on with my work if the
rock broke overhead. Mr Harris never told me anythins about that.
Cross-examined =~ O0'Keefe never indicated to me that he was afraid af the
I and he were mates. My theory as to the inburst was
that 1t was a new country. That the water came from the
South side., There was a change in the wash sltogether t was white
wash and loose boulders. MNr, Harris never had an opportunity of
saying that altogether.
Re-examined =
Qe Do you agree with the Mining Manager's opinion at* =211 ¢
A, I 20 by the water coming out of the new country. 1 say the
water was getting the start and it cut the water off that was ecoming
out of that #round and about the same stream that was running down
the 8 inch launder when 1 left, The water was coming through
where we could have had nothing but pug. About three feet from
there the wash used to be sand, When I left the water was coming

stronz from this sand. I suppose the stream would make half an

inch of the launder. If it was water that was over the béack there

was a fall of ground about five shifts previous to that and Richaras
1f

~—/invited me to see the rock and I thought that, it was water thatl was

in the back it would have come away then, The openinz was there and
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vou could see where they were blocking, The opening was there for
the water to come if the water was over the backe I think the san-d
that came out may have come frxm the small bpit of country that 1
is my opinion,

To the Jury I was the last to leave the blocking strips. 1

mean by the pusg.

Qe What was the soft reef that you had on your right hand side
when you came across the wash. ?

A. There were 2 pug walls that ran on the North and South side

of the sutter., How hisgh I do not know.
main
How high was the wash from where you struck the wash where
a good bit of sand running from 1t ¥
A I do not know whether the reef had bumped up on the wash.

I was working about the wash and I never saw any sand of that

description before,

Adjourned till 11 o'clock Wednesday.
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Wednesday 18th. June -
I was in charge of the Cardigan Mine from the 8th. April 19200 to

September 1901. I was the registered Mining Manager to the Company
Durineg my time a consideraple amount of work was done.

It was

ordinary alluvial ground worked 1n the East and portion of the
mine for a term and then we opened out the intermediate level and
drove 400 feet and rose to Noe. 1 shoot i1nto the wash.

here referred to the plan showing balance shaft) We
started from the top of the balance shaft and drove the intermed-
iate to No 1 shoot rose up intc the wash and then drove agross cut
and blocked Gut the ground. About that time I was relieved from
my duties as Manager and Mr. Harris took my place., There was a
drive stopped to block the ground back. It was the last of the
main'wash dirt drive. We got as far as the head of the main drive
and the reef drive was drivéns 100 feet.4e No. 2 shoot was not
risen - we could not rise it up to continue the work. It was To
be blocked out while the No. 2 was being driven. Witness then

referred to the plan of the lease. - We drove and blocked out

ground on the Bastern side of the shaft. After that was finished

we turned eus® our attention to the Western ground and let it o

tribute to Simpson and party and they drove on under my supervision
During the time I supervised the work it was an ordinary alluvial
gutter ground. I had no trouble with the water whatever. The

water coming from it would go about 3% strokes from the ground in
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the coming water from the Kest end would not be
a half a stroke on the pumps. But we had some rock water in the

that made e kes f1 strokes on the average. The

reef was of a swelling nature. A go0d de2al of blocking was done

in my time. When the blocking came down the rock would be visible

for 10 feet over the back laths 1n two or three places.s I have

-

seen the rock myself. No water of any consequence came 8way.

Dross—=examined =
drained

I assume that the deeper workings on the East have d¥ewa the
Western workings. I was of that opinion ®eeing thet there was no
water in the high #round as we went up. I never anticipated danger
from water in the high ground. I have worked in alluvial mines
when I was young in the Cardigan, I was underground there. In the
alluvial mines I have heard that they have frequently bursts of
water.
To the Coroner =~ I considered it a safe reef to work. None of
the men ever complained to me that it was dangerous.
To Mr, Barrett I had nothing to do with the Western workings
where the accident occurred. I have done a great deal of work in
the Cardigan.
garrett read Reports -
Did you have anything like what is mentioned in the Report

of February 28 th, at any time when you were Manager ? Blocked

out ground coming down bringing large quantitlies of stone,water

Taken and Sworn Before—me the
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increasing, suspended work as water toco much and is running into

—

We had nothing l1ike that.
Q. "Think a2 pool accumulated beneath the rock, pumps increased
8 strokes per minute”.
A, We had nothinzg like that in my time,
Qe Manager says March lst. "considerable amount of sand
causineg a lot of trouble. Socuth West drive crushed a good bit

owing to the water coming away from the No. 3 North and finding

vent in the main drive".

A. There was nothing like that when I was there, There was
no water to trouble us. We did not have to caulk the drives and
keep the sand back.
Manager says on Hth. March - "water still troublesome’
Theres wasnoe water to trouble us when I was there.
Manager says on 6th. March -~ "compelled to abandon blocks

and pieces of rock coming away with sand'.

A. - We have not had that. We have not had abandoned blocks.

Wee have had to cut drives open only.
Qe The other Reports refer to the water being troublesome.
Did you have anything like that ?
A, No, we had nothing like that.
Re-cross—-examined by Mr. Clarke

1f 1 had any experience of this I would n

Taken and Swoern-before-me the
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unless it actually stopped the men golng below. If the water
iid not increase the water on the plat, I should think it ¢f no
importance and of no danger.

Mr. Barrett -

Qe If the water had accunulated overhead, would the wuestion

of how much it came up on the plat have affected the guestion
of danger ¥
should like to be there and see before T formed an op-
I shou .

rhe water got vent it would caude a smash.
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I am at present managing the Sons 6f Freedom Central Raglar

I was first occupied at the Cardigan mine in November 1898 as
Mining Manager. I was managing 18 months wup to April 1900, When
I took charge I commenced at the No 1 shoot in the East drive.

I am speakinzg of the Eastern workings. That was the commencement
of my operations in the mine and we had continued to the West then.
No. 1 shoot is driven North

opened and went West of it.

and part blue was driven in my time. I intersected a run of wash
when driving that and I followed it up. That is a high drive.
When we found the high drive there we opené@l on the other gide of
the shaft and put up a balance shaft and put up a shoot which 1is
o7 feet I think from the balance shaft and continued to work the
ground from the balance shaft to the Western drive, It was all
blocked out in my time. Witness refereed to plan and pointe

out his workings). The point where I ceased working was due West
from the shaft. During the whole time I was there I had no trouble
with the water. The pumps were golng about 21 strokes, there was

ng water overhead i1in the Western ground. 't was very dry groung.

Ordinary alluvial dry ground. I have heard reports read to Mr.

Nocble dnd duringnthe time I was Manager I had nothing like that.
I had no water at all in that end of the mine. We had a little 1n

the East end in the deep ground but nothing that any experienced

man would take any notice of. We hav$ no strong streams coming
Taken and Sworn before me the
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away with sand, or bursts. We did not have to 2bandon any blocks
in consequence of anything. If I was under the impression therse
was an accunulation overhead, I do not think I would have let the
Cross—=examined -
men go on blocking. I think I would have located it.r\ 1Y X
fancied there had been slight accumulation of water overhead and
there had been a burst which carried it away, I would let the men
20 on to work, if I thought it was all gone. If I thought it came

from a pool on the rock and this burst had gone away I would let

the men go to work. 1 would not consider they were 1in any danger

I have had 34 gears experience 1n mines, I have worked inghe

Duke and Timor and Chalk's Junction 2bout the wettest mines in
the state. 1 experienced many bursts of sand there. We used to
o=
S taks 1t as nothing. We had thﬁ:22 and 18 inch pumps. That
would be 8 strokes a minute. The £ 22 inch was on 8 foot stroke
and the 18 inch on a 7 foot stroke. I have come out with the
water up to my neck. I have seen us clean sand for a fortnight
at & time. We did not regard it as any danger whatever. The
increase of 23 strokes on the pumps would be nothing. We often
got that in an alluvial mine., It 1s very often a poor 100k out
for a mine if they do not get it. I would not regard it of any
importance if the water did not increase on the plat. 1 would
not dream of communicating it to the Inspector.
Re=examined, =
If there was a pool overhead and it emptied itself or stopped

Taken and Sworn.before~1ma the
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runnine it would be wuite possible for the vent to be blocked and
the water accumulated again. If I thousght there was a pool over-
head and if the water had gone put I would make some investiga-
tion before I would allow the men to g0 on blocking. There is a
certain amount of danger if there is a pool overhead.which empties
getting blocked and filling again. If I thouzght there was a
country

pool overhead it would Bepend on the nature of the Eempeny what
T would do = as far as I knew about the eocuntry there was nothing
treacherous when I was there. 1 have heard there were two rocks
in the shaft and 1 heard that there was
than in the bore. I have got no procf of 1it
rock must have disappeared. I would not taske any precautions
in a dry lead if that herpendd . If I got into where it was wet
and we got water, I would only bore for the water or something
of that sort. I would take some means to find out. If I went up
or down it would make a good deal of difference, When you are
g0lng up & lead you are generally going towards t

dry end. and

If they were going into the

dry ground and bursts came on I think it was an unforeseen thing

to the Manager., As far as I underatand there was never any such

thing expected to be found there. The Manager says in his report
of December 20th. "fair streams of water coming ocut of the drive

which requires. face boards as ground looser than usual'and on the
Taken and »worn before mc**th’g}'
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