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and there 1s a vent re is no p It would not do so

if there was pressure behind but if it was a natursl poecl it wounld |
£i11 up from the debris and sediment getting in. 8o long as the
water ran away steadily there would be no danger but if I had
water coming with bursts occasionally and on one occasion so
that they ran a gr@at increase in the pumps, I would make things
secure and withdraw the men unless I really knew the volume of
water in the poocl. I could not tell whether it would be safe or
not. If it wss coming away on eccasiocnal bursts on different
days. I might come to the conclusion that it was dangerocus or I
might not. If that pool was overhead it was his duty to treat

it as thousgh it was. He could not form an opinion as to the

volume of water that it would hold until he got there. MNot

knowing the volume and knowing there was a pool I would not have
taken steps to control the water. It suggests to my mind that
there 1s a pool overhead if it is coming away. If I did not
know the area of the storage and it came away in bursts - a big
burst might be dangeroud. If the vent had filled up you would
naturally infer that it would bresk through again in the weakest
place. It would come through somewhere else. You® could not get
control of the water where thére were rock headings. 1 doc not
think you could contrcl the pool in a rock of that description.

I1f there is a pool oberhead I have to leave it to Providence as

to where 1t breaks through. I have put up a rise to bring away
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water. There is a difference between puttinzg up & rise and
keeping the water back. I understand by keeping control of
the water you meant keeping the water up there. If there was a
pool overhead and I did not know storage capacity of the pool

and T d4id not know how much was in it I would try and get

contrel of it. if I saw the ways and means, The difficulty is

to find put how to control it. If I could not control it I do

net think it would be the best thing to take the men out. If I

thouzht there was damger I would withdraw the men but if I thought
not I would note. You have to be guided by circum-—

stances and use your judgment as to whether it 1is best to keep

the men or leave them there., If there is likely to be danger,

we draw the men out. If I thought the pool was overhead and

did not know the water capacity it depends what I would do. If

there whs water overhead you could not put up & water rise, I

know what "think a pool accumulated beneath the rock ' means.

It means the rock close dowvn to the earth.

Qe How could a pool accumulate beneath the rock 1f 1t was

close down to the earth there could not be a8 pool accumulated

there ?

4. If the pool accunulated there must have been a vacant space

where the rock had fallen. If there was a standing pool

that I would put & bore up. That would fetch it away if 1t went

into the pool. When there is rock overhead I should put a bore

Taken and Swoea-before me the
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up. That would not finish it. f 7as not satisfied with the

bore I would put up & water rise.

Q. "strongly of opinion that the ground has given way which

would account for the ground belng soO he@vy“ What would you do

that case ¥

L

A. I would probably go on working. A man 1s
cumstances. I cen hardlv answer the questicn here
form a proper opinion if I saw the spot The danger will

always indicare itself. The timber will indicaté the weight

f the ground before anything in the way of ©breaking the

"Ground heavy compelled to abandon 2 blocks found it
impossible to keep them open' Would not that indicate danger
if the rock was broken overhead when you have water making every-

thing socft?

A, - T would take the men out until I found it if I thought

there was that danger attachs

| , " . |
Q. = On the next day Mansa says "mine now in full swing'. Do

you approve of that.?
It only bears out that there was actwally no danger 1f he
there.
"nine stroke= for three days, could not get into the inner
workings as barricaded®. Would that convey to your mind that

that barricade would prevent water coming away ?

Taken and Swormbeforeme-the
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A. Oh, no, barricades are not put in for the purpose of
keeping back water. There are water barricades and barricades
put up to strengthen the ground. Taking it as a barricade to
keep up sand, it would not keep the water back. You cannot keep
water back. I do not think there 1s anything to surprise me in
the report "water still troublesome " and that next day they
repair the shoot and the next day 1t comes down. It does not

surprise me that it came down after reading those reports,

Q. [aving read those reports and taking them as true up to

<

17th. March would you have left the men in there ?

A. I would because I considdr that he thought every thing

oA

safe. I doc not know whether I would form the same opinion

as he did about the safety. I would have formed the ssme opinion

ot

as he did because under the conditions 1 thouzght he was doling

right. A man under the circumstances has to be guided according
to the conditions o¢f the place and the surrcundings. I cannot
agree with Mr, Barrett that the more ignorant a Mining Manager 1is

the better he is for that.

Cross~examined

If T could see the rock overhead and the rock on either side of
me, I would not dream of putting up a water rise., If I said the
first burst was the worst I mean that the water came away after-

wards. If I put a pipe into the Gong Gong it would drain it out

unless it S ire Harris toock any steps to contral

(oroner.
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it, it would drain itself away. 1 have condliderec that there

was &n intrusion of the pug between the two leads. That 1s

the weak spot in the workings. There ﬁaq apparently clay con-

cealed in those workings. I honestly believe that that is where

211 the trouble has come from and that no humsn person hee

would £o0 against it. 7T did not consider the bursts recorded by
v significance at all in an alluvial mine

because in opening up & new country like that, we know that the

water inereases two or three strokes a minute. It would not lead

me to believe that the Eastern workings would drain the Western

workings if the ground was being worked at a lower level on the

East. When we were pumping it would draw the water out from the

We: We have had very great trouble in the mine I am working

the wa We have pumped something like two or three

million gallons in 24 hours that is 9000 tons of water in 24

About 2% million gallons. I agree with Mr. Fitches
when
opinion 4hee the gutter is somewhat narrow, I would not think

of boring.

He=examined

~

I know where the burst occurred on the plan and all the ground

is worked to the East. I am told it is on the lower level than

the ground on the West. In the natural order the pumps would

drain the West. The East being on the lower level would drain

the Weste If I found an increase of water up at the West it

Taken and Sworn.before met
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would not convey to me that 1t was something very heavy coming

in no further than that they had touched on where they were
Ne f Y 3,

blocking.,. If the water CCIES down in bursts, it depends on the

size of the burst or the fell what it would do. The pumps would

not convey the size of the burst.

W

To the Jury -~ Q. —~ Was the intrusion between the tTwo Truns

getting thinner Y

A. = It was getting thinne: "here has either been a break

in the clay or probably the chay may be tailing out at thils

particular point. The laths may junction at this partlicular

place., I think it is necessary to put in a8 drive from No. 2

SCeI'=

choot to where O'Brien saw the big washed boulders and to a

tain where the burst ceme through. It is perfectly natural to

if the rise is put up according to my

supposed to have come away. 1T

asccording to my idea there will be

Adjourned to 7th. July.
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Cardigan Proprietary for

T

nearly 18 months. During that time I visited the Mine but

- o=

arlv. s once = fortni, sometimesa twice

a fOI’tTLi’{ht >N§ I Rnee ° J1C r an | 1a=t

vicsitad bout =iy we efore the Disaste I have

read the Mining Mansger's Reports at the Meetings. I néver

doubted the truth of them. I have heard it stated at this

nque st that doubts have been thrown on the reports. 1 was
surprised to hear that there were doubts a2s to the truth of
the reports. I have had interviews with the Manager singe.
He has never said anything to lead me to doubt the truth of

- v

still believe them . Ref ineg to etter

November 1901 to Mr. Ayton - he was Chairman of
the Directors and took up the position of Mr. Ryall he was

acting as temporary Legal Manags I think

ey 'J'..j h_.,.-iu'

-
¥

refers to an arrancemer hat- 1 was to buv some

@QRL | ;
/Qﬁ_reierence o W R

Coroner There are private and public letters mixed up.

= g o . . o B s Wi |

Witness The letter means an indgscretion of Mr. Ryall. Tt
had nothinzg to do with the management of the mine. Two letters
November 1;&10’put in Exhibit *u".

Mr, Barrett read from letter 10th. November.

Coroner. )
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fact that the Company was 1n desperatelyhard financial |

position and remained so till the time of the disaster. It
was necessary to cut down expenses to the lowest possible
factor. We had to get some gold out or shut down the Mine.
Qe That 1s the beginning and middle and end of t he
Disaster ?

A, I take that to mean because we had not necessary
funds to do the work. I had a conversation with Mr. Harris
as to cutting down expenses to the lowest possible 1limit.
We discussed the ¢ angion o: 2 Intermediate drive to the
shaft several times. We did not do it for want of f-unds .

That 1¢ the main fault. Ou¥ object would have been to save

the trucking in the bottom level. We would have done away

with the balance shaft. I discussed it with Mr. Harris. He

thought it ought to be done. He said as soon as we have

funds I will advise it to be done.

N

Mr. pBarrett read report of 10th. February.

The average referred to is payable under ordinary conditions.
As to "considerable asmount of ground to take out"™ I cannot
taken out. There was some to come out -

It was pretty well all taken out by the
words " It would last 3 to 4 months'"are a

miscalculation of the Manager's if he says it was taken out

by l4th, March. n the extreme end it was wider than
Taken and Sworn before—me tht
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comine towards No. 1 shoot. It would not make such a
difference as to takine it out. A few blocks were left 1in.
I cannot sayv what the average return would be. I think
about 12 o6r 15 dwts. we have had. It was all payable under
ordinary conditions. It did not pay because there was not
sufficient work done to make it pay. It was not the men's
work to shovel and muck it. They did not make it pay. The
ground was not gone over. They did not 4o enough work.
Occasionally we had water troubles Just the same as in any
other alluvial mines. I have had a good deal of experience

in alluvial. There were blocks that were left and there is

Vo o gt

no doubt the gutter was a deal narrower golng toward No. 2
the water burst the men would have to come out
I do not call it-some working.and some muckings
reason of the men not working was on account

of the water. I have followed the press repo

disaster., I did not notice that 1in any of

was d$he not the slightest reference

There was ncobody able to form the

ordinary water weepinz from the rock and as but

down 1t would burst away and it would accumulate and burst
away again,
Qe an you suggest anything that is more dangerous than

accumulations of water coming away in bursts. 7

Y
(oroner. |
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A. It depends on the size of the burst and 1ts extent.
You cannot measure the size and see when they are coming.
T+ has struck me that we might kill 3 or 4 men through not

knowing it was coming.

Can you suggest anything more dangerous in an alluvial
mine than an accunulation of water coming away 1n bursts ?
A. There are chances of bursts from the rock along with
accunulations striking the fissures of the rockx. You cannot

v’ LA A

locate these fissures until they come themselves. I do
seriously tell you that. It is the luck of Mining Managers
not to lose a man from bursts of water.

Qe Do you say that it 1s simply a question of

an alluvial mine whether you drown your workmen ?

A. Some Managers are more lucky than others and Bhey
ave had rushes greater than this has beeén and they have not

lost a man. I think it is necessary for a Manager to take

precantions .

To the Corpner = 1 mean chance by luck.

i an alluvial mine.

m ¥ - 1 -
To Mr. Barrett -~ I have never managed

1 have worked in them. The difference bevween press re

and "Director's repcrts is that the press is condensed.

A not condense the report by leaving out anything that is
of walue to the shareholders. I have never condensed them in

that way. 1If thousht there was anything to send the shares

Coroner. )
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down I do not think it was proper to keep 1t from a pres

report. never gave any such instructions. I4 Mr. Ryall

ructed the lManager to suppress any information from his

L ¥

r

20th. December ¥Falr streans

I would understand by that an increase
half on the pumps. I would not call a
was not much.
men cannot work in it we will

have to shut the mine down'
I believe we would have had to shut down the mi
matter of fact I did not understand there was
water there. Mr, Barrett read from reports February
22, 24 "Strong stream with largze quantities
accumulated overhead, pumps 8 strokes per m
That 1s more than what I would call =
could not accumulate unless thersa
ccumulate 1 The ground all ce down on the Fastern end

sent workings. There was no water in that. There

rock but there was no water there. "Large quantities

came from the blocking that was taken out by the

small pool but would get larger. Every aquantity

Coroner. |
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sand would leave more room for the accumulation. The
Perhaps he has made more
I d4i1d not see it myself.
of any sand being cleaned up. I think

exaggeration simply because the

If large quantities of sand had come down it would

et

shown &—I= 1n the drives. The onlv reason I can

for the re 5 the small quantity of gold that was
g0t. We belleve every word of his report and you
ting straws. He may have lsa
bursts of water than he should have do: I brand
iar because he ;
On March 1lst. "Considersble amou sand causing a
of trouble"what about that ¢
A I d¢ not call it much water trouble., It depends
entirely s th ause As t0o the report of March 3rd,
condider that anvy trouble. It
cumulation of
"Another burst water
troublesome coming away in small bursts compelled to abandon
two blocks
I do not think these re;

2. very falir report. There is nothine out of the common.

wate troubles thet could

Y
Coroner. ;
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have thrown some light on the disaster. §
A. I do not think there 1is sufficient ground open to
ar that 4id occur.

you give me any idea §f the area of overhead
ground that might have held water prior to the Disaster ?
A. I cannot, I could get at it if I was to make it out.
I was present at all the DI s meetings.

Minates Decembe: he one ounce 7 dwts.
for that fortnight.

I should call that highly payable. Tributors had it
on trivute at this time. They were workinzg it under the
M%ﬂ&g%f';

"Decksion to insist on the tributors

drive' means insisting upon the tributors. Mr,

consulted me but told nothing about the bursts of water.

He never digscussed the possibility of there being accumulation

cf water overhead, o came down the water

fall away and drain it. d see the rock 8about

-

8 or 10 feet round. Taking 3 feet or

there would be about 2 feet of sp
rock and 40 feet wide and about. 100 feet long. I have no
1dea how manye#4 tons of water that would hold. I would

not call that a great deal of water I have no i1idea of what the

pressure of water was on the fissures.

Taken and Sworn before—me—the:
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Croses examined =
I do not agree with Mr, Fitches,— If the whole of these
workings in the mine had been filled with water that the
whole of the water would have been pumped out in 24 hours.
It wounld take longer than that. Not a great deal longer.

very much. We have had to cut

i - Saa r 1- "-E" 5 . » : -
It has come up 18 inches to : a ver: rt time.

I never heard anybody speak of the All England as I believe

it is as solid as the first day 1t was worked.

characteristic of the alluvial workings that as

In my opinion there is nothing in

accunulating at -all. I know Fisher.

Fisher's evidence) I agree with Fisher's opinion.

that the men were working on tribute and subsequently on
contracty, when the work had been done much guicker. That 1is
characteristic of quicker work. When we broke in on the
Eastern gide the blocks were quite dry. My Directors never
left anything undone that we thought were necessary to safe-
guard the lives of the men in the Mine. The gu

expense did stand 13 112 Way at all.

/X 6

~
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was any danger at all. Coming up to the lead we

would naturally expect that the water was draining all the
time and we never looked for water. I have heard the evidence
of 0'Gorman and 0'Brien.

Qe Did you form any opinion from what they have said. .9
Mr. Barrett objects.

To the Coroner It looks to me as if there is someéhing
new coming in from the South side. They have struck some
water course there containing wash outside the pug. We

never had any of these indications in the Mine present before.
As to the# reports we necessarily got some inconvenience

with the water. If we .it caused
would say 1t 1s troublesome but I would not say it is
dangerous.,  with N Fishe at he would never
place any significsnce upon it. The Directors have confi-

dence 1n Mr. Harris and have considere# he was capable to

work the mine and consider him still.

Having regard to the fact that we had bursts of water that we

L~

never had before we did not know we were in new country. It
was only seen one and a half hours before the acecident
accordinzg to O'Gorman's evidence, You hever could tell when

broke into new things.

Mr., Barrett -~ Mr. Harris reported that he had g0t into new

Y
Coroner. ;
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(Mr. Clarke objects - Mr. Harris 4id not say

g

so. It was B0 or 60 feet away).

Mr. Barrett read February lOth.

ground at this end of the ground is changed, kind of gzround

never seen before in this gutter, some disturbance has

taken place’.

A That is not what I am referring to as new ground. 1

am referrine to what the witness 0'Gorman and 0'Brien said

in the box as to the boulders. 1 should sa&y the boulders

- -

water course at

the way before the boulders

egome, We never suffered

1t. I was told the pumps were out of order since the

from
I think 1t second day after the accident.

on the mine from the Saturday

do not know anything about the pumps beinsg out
order before. The Enzine Driver Hill B that the

in ocrder since the disaster

4

nethinz about the pumps. If the pumps were work-

ing all right I did not inquire into the matter, I expected

to know how the machinery is from the Mansager. I cannot tell

you why the Manager did not tell me. There may be a reason

why the pumps were not in order and 40 or 50 per cent out of

order. Mr. Clarke objects).

Cft'if'(:*}lf’!'. ]
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Qe If Hall says 1t was to thelr admantage to keep the
pumps as they were, the only explanaticon I can give is if

thie pumps were not in good order they would not be stopped so
often. Under circumstances like that I agree with it. Where
the water was s¢ slight that they would have to stop the
engines, It would be better to have them in order when the
increase of water came,
To the Coroner - 1 40 not agree with Mr. Fitches when he
says that he did not think the Manager acted prudently. I

think the Manager did everything that was proper.

e
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To Mr Clark- I ceeased working five or ten minutes past twelve.

We had no watches.

Mr Clark asked to have evidence repeated over again shortly

Mr Barrett objected

Witness - Steve Hoare had his erib sitting alongside where the men

came away After ten o'cloek we broke into the last ground There

was a 1ot of sand and drift coming away We found 1t was a differert

kind of wash from what we were working There was a small stream of

water coming out of 1it. We found we had broke into something fresk

to what we had seen before

Cross examined by Mr Barrett =

Qe What was it you wanted to be recalled for?

A. It was just to explain the differenee in the gvound We broke

in after 11 o*elock. It was much my own Wwisl be recalled. 1

expect Mr Harris and Mr Clarke asked me if I knew anything about 1T
the main

South West drive would come down so low that the tops of the trucks

were striking the cap pisece I told him that. The height of the

trucks were 3 feet and the_originaliheight of the drive 6 feet

In my opinion that ddd not show that the whole mass was subsmding

It indicated that there was a waight in the ground causlng & collapss
It showed that the whole mass was subsiding to a certain extent 1
told him that I pieked up,all the toold and put them into a truek

and ryan them out to the flat sheet We always did that when the

ground was eoming down I also,pulled up the rails When I picked up

tools an& I anticipated that the strip was coming dOoWn.
Before the inburst boulders as large 3 kerosene tin were coming
Taken and Swopn befere~me-tiez ... ... day
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awayVe. ¢ he ground used t« mée 'y nhey used to come with
There was nothing new about the There was a
ifference 1 he eolor of the wash that 1is 8y were not covered
by the e¢olor of the bed was rock. I do not know what 1t would be
caused DY
examined =
In my opinion the go und was hot collapsing from the water.
weight of the blocking was causing the collapse. It was not a
very natural result in my opinion. It was not anything to cause
me to expeect any danger. It was always a natural thing to take the
tools away if the ground came down so that you can ffind your tools
To Coroner -~ I told Mr Agnew the South West drive was coming down It was

all
crushing by the time naturally it came down.

To Mr Barrett - We did not take our tools out every time. Notl when we wers
starting a fresh strip It 18 only when we expected the ground to
come down.

To the Jury - 1 told the shift that relisved me that 1t was notl safe TO Work
in I would not have worked in it any longer than 1 had.

I was speaking to Hunter when conversd&ion as to warning the men
took place. Jack Magrath was present He was ahead of-medack--
Jimmy Hunter Jack said "What soet of place is in there"? kI sald
"Phe strip is coming down" I did not tell him any more on account of

him not working in there Nobody was pr™ vhen I said it to Hunter

ack O'Brien was behind me Hall went up to tell Mansfield.
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John O0'Brien recalled -

About the amount of sand that was running into the strip we
veou were working (Mr. Clarke asked for explanation - Mr.
Barrett objects ).

I suppose it would be 6 or 7 strokes of sand that was running

out . That would be a bit after 12 o'clock. T

micstake in the tine. I have been working

since, but not in that portion. The only thing they should
have done would be to get the firewood and build the stack.
That is what I would have done., That 1s the only precautlion

I woulad

Re-examined

A1l the remarks I made to them were in reference to the strip

coming down, nothing to do with the possibllity of being

—

swept away with water, My usual time for leaving 1s about 10
minutes to 12. I stopped till twelve o'clock because &

asked the time from the truckers and they told me it was vewy

near 11 o'clock and I suppose it was half past. We stopped

neariy merely through a mistake . They never used to throw
the boulders out of the wash unless they were bigger than
the truck. The boulders I thought were there in the course
nature. 10t possible that they were put in there,
They were there in the

e/

a little in which we had

|
(oroner. ;
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If the stripping had not been worked 1f

cleaned up and gone througl until it was

that no precaution was necessary in view of what

hine was done that was reasonaple necess-—

i wle om— o

ary. I did not consider that there was any possibility of

swept away by water. thoucht the men would have

us (Mr. Barrett objects to this)

There was no water coming overhead at the

the side block.
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Williamréichards recsalled.

I was working on the four o'clock shift from 4 o'clockt to I2

T noticed boulders in the face where the water came away. I

told Mr Agnew that the boulders looked as 14 they were stowed

there. I said it mgght be a breaking dn of the back of the

horse. There was wash dirt amongst them too. They looked
as if water had bheen playing on them for a while, They were
whitish. There was nothing unusual in the big stones being

there, only the sand and wash dirt amongst 1it.

=

Re-axamined.

They were the ordinary wash dirt boulders that wogld be found
in an alluvial gutter. I cannot say that they had been
stacked in the mine previously. It might have Dbeen. It was

O feet before we broke throusgh. It was no differen t from

what we had seen previously, only the difference in the colour

of the wash, white. I have heard evidence of 0'Gorman that

the wash was tighter, this new wash was looser, what we had

worked previously was tight. There was a distinct change.
Re-examined.

We mostly broke the boulders mp, if we did not break them up

we stowed them, they are stowed at the side of the main drive.

To the Coroner.

I might have said to Mr Agnew that it might have been a bresk

of the back of the horse. There was a horse ahead of us. I
Taken and Sworn before—me-the

Coroner. )
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not whether we w

reckoned we were ahout 5 feet from 1it. 1 do

were breaking iinto 1it. We had 4 set to goO.

To Mr Barrett -

The boulders came from the solid gside of the blocking strip

fram the South West end.

B |
Coroner. ;

N




