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Harris does not say so in hise report. He says I found it
impossible to keep 1t open. I dc not doubt that it is what
I should expect. It is a mere theory that the rock has
tapered out, nobody has been up there to see. It 1ndicates
to me that he had a change in the cheraé¢ter of the rock. The
unequal rock indicated that there was rotten rock ebout. -If
1t ha@ been hard blue stcne he would never get any samples of
rotten rock.
Report bMarch 7th.
On March I10th. the total number of fathoms taken out, for that
party he was reporting on, was 82 fathoms for 57 ocunces 6 dwts:
of gqld and from tl n We
measure X 6 36 feet, it 1s 6 feet uncovered. 6 feet
6 feet forward. 1t is a system adopted per fathom
the Maryborough District and ether places where they are
panelling. They let it by the fathom. On the I0th. March I
@0 not think it was paying expenses. I do not think it was
possible tc pay under the conditions. The men were half the
I0th. March. In fact

fathoms given for any amount of

} _ - | T 2 = . -
Report I4th. March "Water still troublesome’ That shows to me

o 1ncrease of pressure, notwiths@énding the horsing up and the

S1lting up by the natural law of gravitation there was suffic-
laken and Sworn befese=mmethe.. ...~~~ .rtlﬁdyq1
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ient pressure to put through the ground and the weakest point

was the back of the drive. Eff s were made to stop it 1if

possible to dam it back. The object was to prevent the drives

from silting up.

March I7th. Repert. "SHéuld be in wash latter end of week" .

t

the conditions that existed sceordl

P
gl o

not going to answer it toc say that no man would.

Qe Do you think there was ion for a prudent

Manager to keep the men t under the conditions set

W7 N

I say that with the experience I have had, I

would not.

Why ?

1t beithe;

to the Company. There was nothing in

anything occurriing I th: it was wise to

Jjunp-up open. He wa aking out the blocks around

1t was not payine. The

trouble w

know and thevw

e T L
-

result proves it more potently than I coul

I would not have done it. In the course of my experience I

have ver knaw R A KT . . ,
Have NEveEr Xnown ground blocked out 8y anybody under

N -
I - g 4
. o Lt J4 U

Mo

L ] +
¥t J

nager I always took up the position that

W e:ﬂ: n T Naoa > W 1
nen anybody else wanted to manage the Mine they did not want
1Taken and Sween-before-methen. ... .. .
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my services. No Eirecgprg could influence me t¢c do or to
continue work until I had complied with the conditions that
ought to be complied with 1in taking out large areas of ground.
In 3 different Mines there was no power to keep me until I had
got water under subjectlon. In poor class ground we have
got to do 1ift.

ny immense danger 7
A. I think the question answered itself by the result, as it

L 2
-

turned out 1t was dangerous. The result was disasterous.

Providing the water had een judiciocusly taken out and no water

b |

to accufiulatel say that the fall would never kill the

-
,

allowed
men there would be simply a displacement of alr. 1t was a
displacement of that water by the fall that carried these un-
1s no doubt about it.
appearance would not have th
effect on the gquestion we are considering now.
perhaps 1n blockiing get 2 or

It undulates and you get crab-holes and

boulders the same as you get in any other creek. The same

e e S

feéatures present themselves in the subterranean river-beds as

you see on the surface. A person looking at what was over-
head canndt tell for certain whether it is rock or not. Of
the bottom of the rock some of it loc

and socm + he : :
and some of e basal ked like There was

1Taken and Sworn before me the ™
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difficulty in testing 1it. By simply holding a candle over-
head no man could tell for certaln. A few weeks ago one of

our Directors Mr James thought he saw the rock in the Glenfine

told us afterwards that it was basaltic

and not pock at al Without testing it you cannot tell.

2
L )

I have sunk from rotten rock and basaltic clay
before I could ¢ I was through the rock. I think there was
warning before the disaster. There was the warning speaking
as loud as "Big Ben' in London. From the time of the first
break up to t ysent moment. It was a menace frok the very
time he had the first fall andl had the first burst of water.
Where water has accumulated the trouble is worse, it is going to
break away. We are never frightenedt to go to a place where
the water is running. As soon as 1t 18 stopped you do not
know hwere it is going to usurp itself. It 1is your duty to #$&
tkae it away. S0 faP as holding water it was making its own
embankment. If you could keep open these cracks and fissures

in the broken ground, no doubt it would come away, they are

s1lltimg up all the time and making their own embankment, in

T e ; . . i
ract 1t 1s going closetr together, The water 1s grouting it.

He would know it was ®wock if h

COMMoON~sSense me I think if he

. he would take more precautions, we
'aken and Sworn-beforemethe. . |
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learn by experienct A man might as well say that a burst
from & pipe from the Gong Gong is nothing, let it come,

are going to let it out we would not put & drive underneath,
we would left it out from the top. He started to get his wash
on the 2Ist, November, that 1s where he presumed 1t was let
dut. He cpened out bhe junmp-up and struck the wash and it

was on that date that he reported having struck the wash and

having got a payable prospect ©f gold. When he got

thought proper tc run away a malin drive and enter one back

the old workings 8f No: I . 1en commenced to open
2 and run across drive and connect with other cross 4
drive and he has blockg of 20 or 30 feet surrounded.
l.eade has widened out and it does not pay and lr
says 1t 1s on a chang The change i3 that the Lead

has widened He then recommends that blocking back of

the ground take place and about I0 days or so

commends he takes cut so many fathoms and drives so many

P

fathoms and on the 28th. February the ground subsides weakened
by all the drives and he gets the burst of water and it is the
first indication he gets of any trogble. He writes to his

) ~ > e °
Board and tells them that what he considers 1s the cause

ool i g -

trouble wheh the ground subsided leaving a vacancy in the

rock poocling the water and that it broke away That 1s what

would occur if there i If there is any imprison-

—
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ed water in the rock the blocking of a small area of ground
will release it.It is only a wheal track cempared with the
gutters on the Kingston and Ballarat West Plateau where they
are working I00 feet wide.

Mr Barrett gquoted from Mr Harris's evidence "If the men

it we would have to shut the mine down'
the Mine dying & natural death persoaally

say it ought to havegdied.

Mr Wright says that the question as to whether you kill
men underground is a question of luck.?

Compariscons are odious. 1ave been luck George

PDSON was an unliucky man. There generally was a man killed

there once in 3 months. Life was_ not valued any more than

8 bulll{dogs. Careful men do not lose any men. Anybody is

nt. T \Milanager is under

evidence that a man has committed through]
that it should make a man doubly
un-=British to me.

this evidence.

called says "My theory is based on the

O

I think it is an intrusion of 2 Leads

can form what theory he kikes.

h | -

naa been no gutter there it ocusght to have been di

blocking out. Had it been a new gutter you would not have had

\

Taken and Sworn. before-me tbﬁ Bt AR - IRY
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a burst of water. You would have an 1ncrease

going to cause any disaster, The ground 1s S

read from Mr Fisher's evidence "It would not sugzest$
to look out for sgualls 1if I thought there was a pocl
accumnulated overhead. I should make everything secure against
1ts right away' ¢

1gree with that.

f I had water coming with occasional bursts

say what is u . ntil you have
guessed at and you h—8y

a poocl overhead &and

know the quantity nan has a2 right to risk men's

Cross=examined.
I am here as an expert on behslf of the Crown.

Q. Have you any authority from the Crown ¢
Mr Barrett objects.

My Barrett ~ I have alread
request examined this ground as an expert for the Crown.

have got the conduct of this case. The Govermnment of this

Colony entrusted this matter toc me.

'l‘aken-ﬁml Sworti Bef&d T et R T AR
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no power to represent the Crown.
Witness - I was spoken to by Mr Barrett. I have no specific
instructions from the Crown except from Mr barrett.
Mr Barrett objected.

to this Jury. 1 have been énstrusted by the Crown with the

agement of this ingquiry and I

- w

everything that has be . Nothing has been do: ept
through me. To have it now suggested that he ought to have
spme authority iin writing can only be done for the purpose oI
insult.

Q. Are you here in any ‘other capacity than that of an expert
on any other fee %

A. 1 have peen never dmeﬁtioned 58 to my fee.
What has that to do with the cross—-examination ?
Coroner - I d¢ not think you %h&ulﬁ.aﬂk any questicons like this
You say it was absolutely ridiculbus for any man to get

into the Dox am{,state that in his opinion that they might have

pos=2ibly st

A. I still adhere to that. That is $8 csuse in connection

with the in-burst. I1f they had struck a new gutter it would

be ridiculous if they got hhe burst.

d+ Would you be astoniikthed to hear that within the last few

months lir Fisher has struck a new gutter and had 2 million

gk ol

gallons a day ¢

Taken and Sworn before—me-tha._ .
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A, call it an increase of water not a burst. 1t brought no
ground and the ). subsidence that ce Yy from the
water. o0 n 11 an increase of 2 milliom gallons a day

a burst in that sense. [ ¢all a burst of water an accunulation
of water when it increases the speed of pumps by 2

is a burst. Vhile 1 s managing Director of the Cardigan

we did not have an increcese of the pumps of 2 strokes a minute.

We had a slight increase of water when we got

think it came sbout I or 2 é8trokes a minute

tc attend the Board meetings While I was visiting Director 1
frequently visited the Mine. I know the nature of the work

that was done there from time to time, thoroughly in touch with
if

f I had no difficulties only the natural diffdculties.

Itiwas pretty heavy ground. The ground would come down down

it it was blocked out. I d4id not have to abandon any drives.

all blocked out. We put off two parties of men on
account of the condition of the No 2 driwe.
Mr Clarke read letter from J. Skewes to W. Ryal

We withdrew the men then, That place 1

ground is 30 The report of May I9th. I899 "Very

190
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heavy
1

tér
not my report. It refeérs to
part of the Western workings.
correct. That is the Western working

Mr Clarke rea ettere June Ist and 5th. 1899.

A11 this time in these workinzs we hade no water in it Dbecause

you are talking about one place and he is talking about another.

In the Western workings we had no difficulty however only the
Ve had trouble w
ater
wash which made the

B

displacement e0f the

with the water. 5 not West of the

the western workings
eper than the
report of November IOth.

I went on s

NOrth drives it was breaking wood and like match-

i
wood" . 1 was there when the balance shaft was constructed. It

3

Taken and Sworn.beferemethe_.. . ... ...
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on h oath saith, I am a

¢ Christian and residing at.

Surname n

Jull.
was put up under my direction: I thought 1t was a wise course
to take to construct the balance shaft. At the time the Com-
position to work the both places,
ground that was co
drive that

iln a very bad state and

mining

siiads - |

leyel that we

‘el the balance ghaft

w

should be proved by a

because there were 200 féet of
been proved. It never occurred toc me that
a dangarous thing t

would be surprised
0 Urprusead cheapest

way because
he balance shaft.

did not think it was a dangerous
r-way and water rise

not reco how Simpson and

nct gone there.

8 IMan was '
It is proved that

could have g c th -
uld have gbot te the shat It was not the reason why

gould not get to the shaft becosuse a man was calling them

to come on. 1 had no control over the press reports, tkhey were

r L | 1 — '\
I'aken and Swopn-before me“fh‘a}, _____________________________ A S day
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never discusse# by my Directors. I saw the fortnightly report

the weekly reports are not taken #rbm the fortnightly ohes.

The press reports were never put hefore the Directors. I never
saw 8 press report submitted to 1t was purely for the manage
er tc send the reportis. When I was vigiting Director I knew of
a considerable draining at ground that had taken place
before. I knew that punpinzg had gone on, that would lead me

to conclude that it would drain the higher portions of the
gutter. s I g0 up the Lead there was less danger from a

burst of water, when I did get the pburst 1t would alter mjy
opinion the whole thing is a matter ¢f cause and effect.
earthquake is not a matter of cause and effect, but it does

not act in this case., It is the law of gravitatioh exerting
itself, if you take the foundation out the building will cohe
down. I basé my whole préctice on 1t I d¢ not base my theory
on it. From my opinuocn based on experience there had been a
certain accumulation of water there from the subsidence. It

was imprisconed water set free. From the o0ld ground working
further back, I have not considered that there was a peculiar
quality of sand, if there was any red sand it was because it

was not on the bed wash. The red sand is on the bped reef
which took the place of the wash, there is nothing extracrdinary
aocut that. The Manager tell: 5 3 LS report that the red

sand tOGﬁ the plﬁvp of the ordinary wash and he said it changedd

Coroner. |
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That is on the bed rock. Rhe sand is overhead in lines and the
gsilt is washed away 1n slum, - sani had been there
I do not day it would bring the sand and water with it.
the water came from the Back of the drike - from 2bove.
SeVS. 1 40 not know whether I

O'Gorman's and O'Brien':

wrin e

¥ ALd N 4l

weakest point of the ¢l1é blocking.

broken ground of the blocking and it is subsiding.
ground and 1t is solid it depends on the pressure
3« pressure which would put it throusgh brick
thing remarkable abput that.

I would not like to

they tell us that

the was hat aEt s " 3
ash that does | . y opinion in the slightest.

It migh have bees . R
AT R A hange and some-

times fill up with

N 1 N1 1 a7 | 3 5 s
10 1niusorial ang cl'e Was sonme

afterwards L -
o ’ . \VOL&]. rq nct 17]f1u9‘r‘lcg m 3 . :
- - o B }fr o lnl OT‘] - ¥ 15:'., o y
Taken and Sworn_before—smethe.................cooovmoiomeee . __«]ﬂy‘T ” 211, because
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uld not surprise me
1f lMr Hart says" Deposits that are formed on Beds,

etc: it would lead me to conclude that the rish of water had

disturbed some lacustrine deposit’ le says 1nfusorial earth

N

indicative of wate ynderstal he infusorial earth to be

microscoplical shells of plants.
interest:
aquartz reefs

not kake

influence

of plants.

correct or nor.
I fibd nat

becanuse

abd the bursting of ut away. 88y the . my oplnion based

on practice, b T N my )ry 1t 1s the cause an 4 effect.

my oplnion
were formead
alluvial was formed in the roek. We get layers off drift and
ormation, the same as vou
They found a piece‘of infusorial earth

slzelof an ink-stand and they were picked
...Jday ;

Coroner.
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the rock
I do not think from a lake d with water on
is almost impossible to drain this ground with horsee.
cannot drain because it sil up - you cannct give it its fre
course. silts up with its own material. The place 1s caul-
in trying to keep back. I have not heard evide-
the men crawled over the ground.‘ 1t would

L

hear that. - up and had it dry and

workedg

water.,

ould have put up & water rise.
over this with Mr., Fitches ang
had at the time
agree

k tapered out somewhere where the 1nburst 0CCul

ith the report that "the first 24 hours would have

it all out. I have maintained that it was an unknown
quantity

£ .
"\ ' ; ‘ . = - — 2 3
. MY'e . hes has sworn that the whole the workings 1n

Taken and Sworn before—me-the._
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that mine were filled with water anad

\ave come from

somewhat narrow and the

I would not think of boring".

A T think I would have done the same, 1 do ot think '}l

would have taken

knewn
to Mr. Barrett
what I wrote befo:
& names submitted and
asked whether I would ac assist the ‘ S
agreed. Before I consented
gave lMr., Barrett my views of it
never gave him report before I
was based on what I told him
gave him report. On that PO - am 1 , determined to stand
fall. ave hes he evidence of the experienced miners,
slightest, I think
1n every particular with the Minine Manaser, I
but would have done differently., 1

what he says was the cause of it, It has not

Taken and Sworn before me-the. .
%
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Taken and Swoeprrbefore me the.

on h oath saith, I :

residing at.

influenced me one 1ota., I stick by the common sense I have

1

forme€d. and the only opinion I can ga ; My oplnion 1s based

on my long actical experience for the last 37 years. 1

3 opinion I do not put considerable

not know anything about U sh ey think his oplnion
ffared from mine as to the cau > the ¢ aster. 1 am not
nfallible ma ~he y ¢ isagree with him that
he woeuld put up a water
have attempted to Cc S0.
purst when he says he would not
the rock. If T saw the rock on either side of m . the rock

overhead and the water increased I would have mut up a water rise

1T I had a burst 0 wat The increase ¢f water i1is not a2 burst

S0 lonz as 3 graduallj increasinzg, I told the Jury that 1f
I was blocking that ground and had a burst of water bvefore I
would put another pick in the ground I would have constructed a
water rise, The gquantity of water is nothing ; 18 the
accunulation of water that you ge hat 13 the dangez You get

-

200 tons of water coming away and ‘ 58 drop for

sher says "If larris took any steps to control it

1T would drain itself awa f you agree with that ?

Coroner. |
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A. It would f he took the proper steps to do 1it. He

took steps not T« trol the water but to keep the drive up.

He would put a water rise up to bring away without any

sediment. I do not agree with Mr. Fisher that he would nct

put up a water rise. As to the report *T considered there was

an intrusion of the pug between the two leads &c'. I know nothing
and do not agree with 1t,

-

He also says " that I do not consider that the burst

recorded by Mr. Harris of any consequence at

know that the water ‘4ncreaded 2 or 3 strokes 1n a

usual thin:
ckinz ocut ground. If he says that is & characteri:
insult to Mining lManagers.

Mr. Fitches says " 9000 tons of water in 24 hours. 1

ground that was blocked out
from side to side more sO
ought to be and the 1 et that have been worked
The water wac | 1 that 1is where the menace was,
They could have coped with it when it was coming out of the lead.

In my experience I occasionally sot water troublesome.

was damp in opening up the ground, I would call water troublesome.

W

190 T DETITLEN
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The Manager must locate it. Mr, Harris has no greater sympathy
in this Court than I have for him and all the Mining Managers.
I have heard Mr. Noble's evidence. 1 do not know that there 1is
anythine important in it. I disagree with him when he
would not consider it of any danger unless 1t stopped
going below" . I heve heard Mr. Skewe's evidence "I?
nsider he did all that was necessary’ .
comine down Mr. Harris would naturally bulld stacks
the junction of the two drives. That 1s not for
draininz pupposes it is simply for keepinsz up the drives., (Mr.
read " If I saw water coming in bursts I would have con-
sverything %afe“): Al
opinion., I think there is no stronger evidence required
shows what ouzht to have been done in order to have worked
with safety. The bas: rock was subject
ground swells up rapidly. I have taken that into consideration
when foming my opinidn as to the guantity of water that had accum-
ulated . The weight overhead put the drive down.,

did not swell so much or

Sometimes it swells up 2 f¢ 1 ’ and you are constantly

cuttinz down the leadins drives 1ave made the calculation that

you should have a subsidence or a lake or a small dam of

feet deep and 56 feet x 170 feet That i3 not allowing it

o I w3 4+ : 1 . 1 . 1
connected with t} 1 1Nz ack and vou have to consider the

Taken and Swopmrbefore—me-the.... ...
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is an unknown quantity. I have taken the
men that the water was coming throush
inte conesideration when formine my oplnion.

day 1 could not get below.

F1rst

water from the Eastern side from the

ma ln

. 3 4 P39 " : . | : ' 1
wlith ¢ | A BBy h sO! ine and the chan

— »

zot there came from unfilled sground. Notwith-

at there was a change 0f the appearance

A

influence me, One perscn gave evidence

at the back of the strip.
vou £et inte coarse wash and get woulders from
size of your hat to a candle boxX, they : clean and they
thrown into the adjoining
Some Managers insist upon them being broken up. Some
one said that these were stones that were put in notwithstanding
still adhere to my opinion I think there 1is no
At one time it was possible that the West -
was reef washes and would turn out more gold than ;
They were worth
impossible to have
my opinion. Notwithstanding Mr. Harris' evidence as to the

5t1l1l say It must have me from water accumulated over the

old workings.

Taken and Sworn befo;& me-the. .
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CORONER'S INQUEST.
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s
This Depnnen’r’“‘

VICTORIA, TO WIT. _
on h oath saith, I am

¢ Chri:-at-i;m 111?(1 resitling at
Surname n .
Juwll.

A
{

Coroner = That 1s a theory as

: T - A1 1 - . - £ o T
To the Jury - I do not believe a heavy rusah of water from the

sutter to do any dsmage. I do not remember December 1803 at

Nalton's Flat.

Qe There was 2 shaft called Italian Flat 4 x 2'10" and the

water came so dquick that it rose up and overwhelmed them,

F

A I can zive you worse than that. It wes within thr

minmites of my brother and mysell

~ | £ oy i . Y 4
1 shaft today. We ought

e

P p 1 ‘- - ' '™ "ul'"i ™%
A _4 .i % ¥ i i . i - {-1 Jl 3 t‘ -‘
...-' J 'H{ ‘q L . e I L o - H = g -

e’

the sanme wes & s pudding in a crack of
throuzsh we got 2 perpendicular pressure
to its level and we were very near

L &)

When they went throusgh the shaft they

struck water that : g han thls level.
Qs In puttinz the balance s , 4id not you think 1t would
have been a wise thing to put a drive from the main

that for three reasons for ventilation, for
from the shaft to the balance shaft, and

It would never have s

Fastern dide because we would

Vould vou not

to remove the men until the blocked

Coroner. |
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This Deponent’z'k ...................... e R B, S B A T SR eI Tl WV M T R Y :

VICTORIA, TO WIT.

on h oath saith, I am a

¢ Christian and residing at.

Surname 1in

Jull.

Taken and Sworn o, BT R T RS A S LR S S ROR) tlﬂ-y]

A I think it would have been ¢ - I do not think the
men were workinz there.
up a horse, They were takinz up the rails and the tools.
They were warned of the danger. Do you not think 1t
have been an advisable thing when warned
that Mansfield should have removed the men
until the strip had come down 7
A I cannot answer that it depends on what power the Boss

had. \ BarYre pointed out that there was no warning

that killed the men).

1T strip and saw the back leakilng
like that would
A. es, th=ay did so.
bursts of water. 1
eround acted on that water the
water out of it with a terrifi srce and Rilled these three m—~en.

1f they had been down in the : armedia hey would have

displaced the water
an increase that would csuse the men to run.

two in the Lord Harry when I could have drowned out the men on

|
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CORONER’'S INQUEST.
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This Deponent™
VICTORIA, TO WIT. _
on h oath saith, I am

¢ Christian and I‘E‘Siding‘ at.
Surname 1in .

Jull.

3 are the more dangerous. You

Taken and Sworn before me the

19090  at...2a.1l1&
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This Deponent*......Stephen Hall

VICTORIA, TO WIT. ‘
on 8 oath saith, I am a

* Christian and I'CSiding at

Surname n
Juld,

Have you heard anything of the warning

that one witness salid was made 7

Ae I heard nothing said at the time the ghift relieved me 1

told Mansfield the best thing wag tO take the timber up for another

stack

tenth

Taken and Sworn before me the . e
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CORONER’S INQUEST.
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This Deponent™.
VICTORIA, TO WIT, _
on hr oath saith, I am a

* Christian and
Surname n

Jull,

residing at.... . ..

A Only what Hunter told me after he had been up
heaxyrd
To the Coroner - 1 never Ras& conversations between Hall and

vansfield I was on the top of the balance shaft then 1 never

saw them talking together

st B LIAMEEE. e signed W Simpson

.. - -




